
Upper New York Conference Leadership Academy 2017-18 

Developing Christ Following Leaders 

Guest Faculty 

Dr. Rebecca S. Letterman— Associate Professor of Spiritual Formation, Northeastern Seminary. Dr. Letterman’s ministry vocation focuses on bridging 

formative faith traditions – whether across time or across cultures – in order to foster respect for diversity, while at the same time nurturing unity among 

Judeo-Christian faith communities that are seeking to live in vital relationship with God, one another, and the wider world.   

Rev. Jasmine Smothers— She currently serves as the Lead Pastor of the historic Atlanta First United Methodist Church. Previously, she served as Associ-

ate Director for Congregational Vitality through the Office of Connectional Ministries in the North Georgia Conference of the United Methodist Church. Rev. 

Jasmine is an ordained elder in the United Methodist Church. She is a sought after preacher, teacher, workshop leader, church consultant, leadership 

coach, author, advocate, and self-proclaimed technology geek!  

Dr. Kevin Watson— Assistant Professor of Wesleyan and Methodist Studies, Candler School of Theology. His research interests focus on Christian formation 

and discipleship from a Wesleyan perspective, particularly communal formation, Wesleyan/Methodist Christianity, the history of early Methodism, American 

Methodism, common misunderstandings of the Wesleyan tradition, and current events in The United Methodist Church.  

Rev. Dr. F. Douglas Powe, Jr.—  James C. Logan Professor of Evangelism (an E. Stanley Jones Professorship) and Professor of Urban Ministry; Managing 

Director for The Institute for Community Engagement; Director of Urban Ministry Program. Rev. Dr. Powe, is an ordained elder in the Baltimore/

Washington Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church. Powe is committed to helping urban congregations and congregations in transitional areas 

to flourish through community partnering. His research interest are church revitalization, urban theology, and Methodist theology.   
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Upper New York Conference Leadership Academy 2017-18 

2017-18 Sessions 
 

September 12-14: Spiritual Life retreat with Dr. Letterman 

November 14-16: Rev. Jasmine Smothers 
January 23-25: Dr. Kevin Watson 
April: Capstone Trip 
June 12-14: Dr. F. Douglas Powe Jr. 

Logistics 
All retreats take place at Casowasco Camp and Retreat 
Center. Sessions begin at 10am on Tuesday and conclude at 
11am on Thursday. Lodging, meals, and the capstone trip 

are included in the registration fee of $1500.00.  Register at: www.unyumc.org in the 

Vital Congregations area. 
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