
 

 

 
Apply for the 2020-21 Learning Stories  

Authentic Assessment Pilot by June 19! 

	

Center-based programs can APPLY NOW 
to use Learning Stories and the Educa 

platform as their authentic assessment 
system for the 2020-21 school year 

 
❖ Use Learning Stories, a narrative-based system, linked to the DRDP, as 

your authentic assessment tool 
❖ Receive training and support on Learning Stories  
❖ Engage with children and families in a new way 



Frequently Asked Questions 
	
What are Learning Stories, and what is Educa? 
The Learning Stories (LS) assessment is a type of observation and documentation written in a 
narrative format designed to provide a holistic perspective regarding children’s development. 
Learning stories are structured, short narrative observations in everyday settings, kept in a 
portfolio that may include photographs, children’s work, and comments from the children 
themselves and their families. In the experience of many educators, a series of stories is a 
powerful way to understand a child’s development. 
 
Research has shown that LS can lead to increased educator involvement, which in turn, 
prompts better observation and critical thinking skills, as well as a deep and  meaningful 
understanding of children’s development. Additionally, LS provides a simple and meaningful 
way to partner with families, as they allow for families to respond directly in a way that can 
lead to a mutual deeper understanding of children’s areas of strength and growth. 
 
Educa is an online learning platform that allows for the creation of  LS and associated 
documentation. Teaching teams can use Educa to create LS and map them to the  DRDP. 
Educa also supports two-way family engagement, allowing for families to easily share 
information about their children by adding comments to teachers’ stories or posting stories 
themselves. 
 
Is Educa DRDP-compliant? 
Yes, Educa has DRDP rating – for parent reporting and exports by class for DRDP Online.  
Educators write learning stories linked to the relevant  DRDP framework as they go. Then at 
period end, educators are able to add observations and evidence for unrated measures. 
 
When, and for how long, does this pilot program run? 
The Educa pilot will run during the 2020 - 2021 school year. Sites are required to commit to 
using Educa  system for one year.  
	
Which programs are eligible for the Educa pilot? 
All center-based programs operating in school year 2019 - 2020 and that will continue to 
operate in 2020 - 2021, are eligible to participate in the pilot. If there are more sites applying 
than available slots, sites will be chosen at random. Because there is a limited number of slots 
available for this pilot, indicating interest does not necessarily mean that your program will be 
selected to participate in the pilot.  
 



	
What will sites participating in this pilot receive?		
If selected, sites will receive access to the Educa platform, training around the creation of LS, 
and ongoing technical and pedagogical support necessary to effectively use Educa as their 
authentic assessment system. 
 
What will be the responsibilities for sites participating in this pilot?  
Sites will agree to use Educa as the primary authentic assessment platform for one school year. 
Administrators will agree to make their staff available for online training to ensure appropriate 
integration of Learning Stories in their teaching practice. Sites will agree to take part in 
conversations, surveys, and/or focus groups to share  their experience using Educa, and to 
invite families to provide feedback. This information may be used to inform future authentic 
assessment guidance.  
 
Is there a cost for participating?  
There will be a one time annual fee of $179.  This includes access for all children, parents, 
teachers regardless of size of center.  There are no additional fees.  This special pilot price 
takes account of the responsibilities for pilot participants mentioned above. 
 
How do I express interest in the Educa pilot? 
The Educa pilot application for center-based programs opens June 10th and the final deadline 
to apply is June 20th. Programs can indicate interest by email to Rachel Silva at 
rachel@geteduca.com .  
 
In subject line please put :  Educa Pilot – Your Center Name 
Contact information for the director or representative of your site ( email and phone) , # 
students # teachers  and why you would like to participate in the pilot. 
 
Please note that if interest exceeds capacity, sites will be chosen at random. Because there is a 
limited number of slots available for this pilot, indicating interest does not necessarily mean 
that your program will be selected to participate in the pilot. Programs will be informed of their 
pilot status by June 26. 
 
How can I find out more information? 
Educa is offering  demo workshops to interested centers.  Please reach out to Rachel at  
rachel@geteduca.com if you’d like to participate in a workshop or if you have questions. 


