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I Connect Sunday School Class Notes 

August 22, 2021 

Meet in Building B, Room 1 

Praises and Concerns 

17 Ishmael lived to the age of 137. He took his last breath and died, 

and was placed with his ancestors. 18 He established camps from 

Havilah to Shur, which is near Egypt on the road to Assyria. He died 

among all of his brothers. 19 These are the descendants of Isaac, 

Abraham's son. Abraham became the father of Isaac.  

Commentary 

This verse introduces the Jacob narrative. In Genesis, Isaac appears 

throughout as the pale copy of his father. He is the son of promise and 

inherits his position and the possessions and the blessings won by his 

father. He follows in Abraham’s footsteps without his strength of 

character and purpose. In quietness and patience, he faithfully 

preserves his inheritance, serves his father’s God, and in turn like 

Abraham, is guided, preserved, and blessed by him.  
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20 Isaac was 40 years old when he married Rebekah, the daughter of 

Bethuel the Aramean and the sister of Laban the Aramean, from 

Paddan-aram. 21 Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife, since she 

was unable to have children.  

Commentary 

The problem of the barren matriarch will not go away. The reality of 20 

years of barrenness is excruciating after Rebekah’s long wait. 

The LORD was moved by his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became 

pregnant. 22 But the boys pushed against each other inside of her, 

and she said, "If this is what it's like, why did it happen to me?" So she 

went to ask the LORD.  

Commentary 

The struggle is significant of the contests to come, between the 

brothers, and between the nations descended from them, Israel and 

Edom. 

23 And the LORD said to her, "Two nations are in your womb; two 

different peoples will emerge from your body. One people will be 

stronger than the other; the older will serve the younger."  
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Commentary 

“The older will serve the younger” reflects the Old Testament pattern 

of a younger son displacing the firstborn. Thus, Jacob will prevail over 

Esau, anticipating Israel’s domination of Edom in Israel’s early history. 

The Hebrew word Edom means "red", and the Hebrew Bible relates it 

to the name of its founder, Esau, because he was born "red all over". 

As a young adult, he sold his birthright to his brother Jacob for "red 

pottage". The Tanakh (Hebrew Old Testament) describes the 

Edomites as descendants of Esau. The name Esau is also considered 

to mean hairy or uncertain. 

24 When she reached the end of her pregnancy, she discovered that 

she had twins. 25 The first came out red all over, clothed with hair, 

and she named him Esau. 26 Immediately afterward, his brother came 

out gripping Esau's heel, and she named him Jacob. Isaac was 60 

years old when they were born.  

Commentary 

Pastor Jerry called Jacob Grabby, fortelling his later efforts to grab the 

birthright and Isaac’s blessing. 
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27 When the young men grew up, Esau became an outdoorsman who 

knew how to hunt, and Jacob became a quiet man who stayed at 

home. 28 Isaac loved Esau because he enjoyed eating game, but 

Rebekah loved Jacob. 29 Once, when Jacob was boiling stew, Esau 

came in from the field hungry 30 and said to Jacob, "I'm starving! Let 

me devour some of this red stuff." That's why his name is 

Edom. 31 Jacob said, "Sell me your birthright today." 32 Esau said, 

"Since I'm going to die anyway, what good is my birthright to 

me?" 33 Jacob said, "Give me your word today." And he did. He sold 

his birthright to Jacob. 34 So Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew. 

He ate, drank, got up, and left, showing just how little he thought of his 

birthright. 

Commentary 

The birthright included:  

• the headship of the family,  

• a double portion of the inheritance (Deuteronomy 21:17),  

• priestly rights (in these early days), and  

• in the family of Abraham, heirship to the covenant privileges. 

Perhaps all that was involved in the birthright here, however, was 

the double inheritance; as in Genesis 27:36, it is directly 
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contrasted with the blessing which involved the primacy in the 

family (Genesis 27:28-29). 

The character of Esau has many attractive features; but he cared only 

for the pleasure of the moment and was without any lofty spiritual 

aspirations. His generous, warm-hearted spirit attracts sympathy at 

first sight, when contrasted with the wiles of the cold, calculating 

Jacob. But judged by a higher standard, Esau appears plainly as a 

worldly, irreligious man, indifferent to his parents’ wishes, uninterested 

in the divine covenant, and unmindful of the privileges and 

responsibilities which were to distinguish his race: cp. Genesis 26:34; 

Genesis 27:46. His character is summed up in Hebrews 12:16-17, 

where he is called a ’profane,’ i.e., unconsecrated or common person. 

The character of Jacob is in marked contrast to that of Esau. 

Craftiness and subtilty, even meanness and deceit, mark many of his 

actions; but, on the other hand, his patient endurance, strength of 

character, and warmth of affection call forth admiration. Long years of 

suffering and discipline were needed to purify his character from its 

baser elements, and make him worthier of the divine blessing. And 

certainly he was worthier than his brother, for he believed in and 

sought after his father’s God, held spiritual things in reverence, and in 

the chief turning-points of his life, at Bethel, Haran, and Penuel, 
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showed a conviction that God was with him to bless and guide. He 

stood out at last as one who has conquered himself, and proved 

himself to be worthy of the divine favour and patience, Israel, a prince 

with God. These considerations help us to understand why Jacob 

rather than Esau was selected as heir to the promises. See also 

Romans 9. 

Genesis 26 

Commentary 

Many of the notes on Genesis 20, 21 are applicable to this 

chapter. It is thought probable that the present narrative is in the 

main a repetition from another source of events already recorded. 

The chapter confirms Isaac as the true heir of Abraham’s 

covenant blessing.  

Comment 

Since the verses after verse 6 repeat what we have previously 

read, we will skip to Chapter 27. 

1 When a famine gripped the land, a different one from the first famine 

that occurred in Abraham's time, Isaac set out toward Gerar and 

toward King Abimelech of the Philistines. 2 The LORD appeared to 

him and said, "Don't go down to Egypt but settle temporarily in the 
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land that I will show you. 3 Stay in this land as an immigrant, and I will 

be with you and bless you because I will give all of these lands to you 

and your descendants. I will keep my word, which I gave to your father 

Abraham.  

4 I will give you as many descendants as the stars in the sky, and I will 

give your descendants all of these lands. All of the nations of the earth 

will be blessed because of your descendants. 5 I will do this because 

Abraham obeyed me and kept my orders, my commandments, my 

statutes, and my instructions." 6 So Isaac lived in Gerar. 7 When the 

men who lived there asked about his wife, he said, "She's my sister," 

because he was afraid to say, "my wife," thinking, The men who live 

there will kill me for Rebekah because she's very beautiful. 8 After 

Isaac had lived there for some time, the Philistines' King Abimelech 

looked out his window and saw Isaac laughing together with his wife 

Rebekah. 9 So Abimelech summoned Isaac and said, "She's your 

wife, isn't she? How could you say, ‘She's my sister'?" Isaac 

responded, "Because I thought that I might be killed because of 

her." 10 Abimelech said, "What are you trying to do to us? Before 

long, one of the people would have slept with your wife; and you 

would have made us guilty." 11 Abimelech gave orders to all of the 

people, "Anyone who touches this man or his wife will be put to 
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death!" 12 Isaac planted grain in that land and reaped one hundred 

shearim that year because the LORD had blessed him.  

13 Isaac grew richer and richer until he was extremely wealthy. 14 He 

had livestock, both flocks and cattle, and many servants. As a result, 

the Philistines envied him. 15 The Philistines closed up and filled with 

dirt all of the wells that his father's servants had dug during his father 

Abraham's lifetime. 16 Abimelech said to Isaac, "Move away from us 

because you have become too powerful among us." 17 So Isaac 

moved away from there, camped in the valley of Gerar, and lived 

there. 18 Isaac dug out again the wells that were dug during the 

lifetime of his father Abraham. The Philistines had closed them up 

after Abraham's death. Isaac gave them the same names his father 

had given them. 19 Isaac's servants dug wells in the valley and found 

a well there with fresh water. 20 Isaac's shepherds argued with 

Gerar's shepherds, each claiming, "This is our water." So Isaac 

named the well Esek because they quarreled with him. 21 They dug 

another well and argued about it too, so he named it Sitnah. 22 He left 

there and dug another well, but they didn't argue about it, so he 

named it Rehoboth and said, "Now the LORD has made an open 

space for us and has made us fertile in the land." 23 Then he went up 

from Gerar to Beer-sheba.  
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24 The LORD appeared to him that night and said, "I am the God of 

your father Abraham. Don't be afraid because I am with you. I will 

bless you, and I will give you many children for my servant Abraham's 

sake." 25 So Isaac built an altar there and worshipped in the LORD's 

name. Isaac pitched his tent there, and his servants dug a well. 26 But 

Abimelech set out toward him from Gerar, with Ahuzzath his ally and 

Phicol the commander of his forces. 27 Isaac said to him, "Why have 

you come after me? You resented me and sent me away from 

you." 28 They said, "We now see that the LORD was with you. We 

propose that there be a formal agreement between us and that we 

draw up a treaty with you: 29 you must not treat us badly since we 

haven't harmed you and since we have treated you well at all times. 

Then we will send you away peacefully, for you are now blessed by 

the LORD." 30 Isaac prepared a banquet for them, and they ate and 

drank. 31 They got up early in the morning, and they gave each other 

their word. Isaac sent them off, and they left peacefully. 32 That day 

Isaac's servants informed him about the well that they had been 

digging and said to him, "We found water." 33 He called it Shibah; 

therefore, the city's name has been Beer-sheba until today.  
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34 When Esau was 40 years old, he married Judith daughter of Beeri 

the Hittite, and Basemath daughter of Elon the Hittite. 35 They made 

life very difficult for Isaac and Rebekah. 

Genesis 27 

Commentary 

Isaac is the legitimate successor to Abraham. (He got Esau’s 

birthright). But which of Isaac’s twins will be heir to the covenant 

promises? 

Urged on by his mother, Jacob attempts by unworthy means to secure 

the blessing of the firstborn with all the privileges it involved. But the 

wrongdoing of the actors in the story was soon followed by the 

suffering which assuredly waits on sin. To quote Delitzsch: ’ 

• Isaac suffers for his preference for Esau, which was not 

determined by the will of God but by his weak affection:  

• (b) Esau suffers for despising the blessing of the firstborn:  

• (c) Rebekah suffers for her connivance, by separation from her 

favourite son whom she never saw again,  

• (d) Jacob, from the time when he confirmed himself in the 

possession of the sinfully acquired birthright by sinfully acquiring 

the blessing, had to endure a long strain of hardship and 
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disappointments which made him feel how he had sinned 

against his father and brother.  

Yet these were at the same time the means of his education by which 

his ignoble nature was to be done away, and himself made worthy of 

being one in the line of those who inherited the promises.’ 

1 When Isaac had grown old and his eyesight was failing, he 

summoned his older son Esau and said to him, "My son?" And Esau 

said, "I'm here." 2 He said, "I'm old and don't know when I will 

die. 3 So now, take your hunting gear, your bow and quiver of arrows, 

go out to the field, and hunt game for me. 4 Make me the delicious 

food that I love and bring it to me so I can eat. Then I can bless you 

before I die."  

Commentary 

In purposing to give the blessing to Esau, his firstborn son, Isaac was 

acting in opposition to the expressed decree of God: see Genesis 

25:23. Isaac intends to leave nothing for Jacob. His favoritism for 

Esau leads him to call only one son in for the blessing, while custom 

required that both boys receive blessings at the same time. 
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Rebekah knew that the blessing was to be Jacob’s; she therefore 

used this device to prevent an injustice from being done, and to obtain 

the fulfilment of God’s purpose.  

That, however, she should have left to God to carry out in His way. 

Such ’pious frauds’ are the outcome of a weak faith in the wisdom and 

method of the divine providence. The present narrative disproves the 

worldly maxim that ’the end justifies the means.’ Full-fledged animosity 

between the brothers is the result. 

5 Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to his son Esau. When 

Esau went out to the field to hunt game to bring back, 6 Rebekah said 

to her son Jacob, "I just heard your father saying to your brother 

Esau, 7 ‘Bring me some game and make me some delicious food so I 

can eat, and I will bless you in the LORD's presence before I 

die.' 8 Now, my son, listen to me, to what I'm telling you to do. 9 Go to 

the flock and get me two healthy young goats so I can prepare them 

as the delicious food your father loves. 10 You can bring it to your 

father, he will eat, and then he will bless you before he dies." 11 Jacob 

said to his mother Rebekah, "My brother Esau is a hairy man, but I 

have smooth skin. 12 What if my father touches me and thinks I'm 

making fun of him? I will be cursed instead of blessed." 13 His mother 

said to him, "Your curse will be on me, my son. Just listen to me: go 
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and get them for me." 14 So he went and got them and brought them 

to his mother, and his mother made the delicious food that his father 

loved.  

15 Rebekah took her older son Esau's favorite clothes that were in the 

house with her, and she put them on her younger son Jacob. 16 On 

his arms and smooth neck she put the hide of young goats, 17 and the 

delicious food and the bread she had made she put into her son's 

hands. 18 Jacob went to his father and said, "My father." And he said, 

"I'm here. Who are you, my son?" 19 Jacob said to his father, "I'm 

Esau your oldest son. I've made what you asked me to. Sit up and eat 

some of the game so you can bless me." 20 Isaac said to his son, 

"How could you find this so quickly, my son?" He said, "The LORD 

your God led me right to it." 21 Isaac said to Jacob, "Come here and 

let me touch you, my son. Are you my son Esau or not?" 22 So Jacob 

approached his father Isaac, and Isaac touched him and said, "The 

voice is Jacob's voice, but the arms are Esau's arms." 23 Isaac didn't 

recognize him because his arms were hairy like Esau's arms, so he 

blessed him. 24 Isaac said, "Are you really my son Esau?" And he 

said, "I am." 25 Isaac said, "Bring some food here and let me eat 

some of my son's game so I can bless you." Jacob put it before him 
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and he ate, and he brought him wine and he drank. 26 His father 

Isaac said to him, "Come here and kiss me, my son."  

27 So he came close and kissed him. When Isaac smelled the scent 

of his clothes, he blessed him, "See, the scent of my son is like the 

scent of the field that the LORD has blessed. 28 May God give you 

showers from the sky, olive oil from the earth, plenty of grain and new 

wine. 29 May the nations serve you, may peoples bow down to you. 

Be the most powerful man among your brothers, and may your 

mother's sons bow down to you. Those who curse you will be cursed, 

and those who bless you will be blessed."  

Commentary 

The blessing has four parts: 

• The abundance of nature’s best gifts 

• Dominance over nations 

• Lordship of siblings 

• Promise of the covenant: proportional blessings or curses for 

others 

Isaac has given Jacob the whole package. 

30 After Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, and just as Jacob left his 

father Isaac, his brother Esau came back from his hunt. 31 He too 
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made some delicious food, brought it to his father, and said, "Let my 

father sit up and eat from his son's game so that you may bless 

me." 32 His father Isaac said to him, "Who are you?" And he said, "I'm 

your son, your oldest son, Esau." 33 Isaac was so shocked that he 

trembled violently. He said, "Who was the hunter just here with game? 

He brought me food, and I ate all of it before you came. I blessed him, 

and he will stay blessed!" 34 When Esau heard what his father said, 

he let out a loud agonizing cry and wept bitterly. He said to his father, 

"Bless me! Me too, my father!" 35 Isaac said, "Your brother has 

already come deceitfully and has taken your blessing."  

 

Since such blessings were typically pronounced just before the 

patriarch’s death, there was no socially accepted procedure for 

rescinding them. 

36 Esau said, "Isn't this why he's called Jacob? He's taken me twice 

now: he took my birthright, and now he's taken my blessing." He 

continued, "Haven't you saved a blessing for me?" 37 Isaac replied to 

Esau, "I've already made him more powerful than you, and I've made 

all of his brothers his servants. I've made him strong with grain and 

wine. What can I do for you, my son?" 38 Esau said to his father, "Do 

Commentary 
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you really have only one blessing, Father? Bless me too, my father!" 

And Esau wept loudly.  

39 His father Isaac responded and said to him, "Now, you will make a 

home far away from the olive groves of the earth, far away from the 

showers of the sky above.  

 

The prophecy is in agreement with the general barrenness of Edom or 

Seir, where the descendants of Esau dwelt. 

40 You will live by your sword; you will serve your brother. But when 

you grow restless, you will tear away his harness from your neck."  

Commentary 

Throughout OT history, we read of the subjugation of the Edomites to 

Israel, varied by their throwing off the yoke in troublous times: see 2 

Samuel 8:14; 1 Kings 11 1 Chronicles 18:13; 2 Chronicles 21. About 

100 b.c., the Maccabean prince, John Hyrcanus, subdued the 

Edomites and compelled them to receive circumcision, after which 

they formed one people with the Jews. Herod, the Edomite, ruled 

Judaea in our Lord’s day. 

Commentary 
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41 Esau was furious at Jacob because his father had blessed him, 

and Esau said to himself, When the period of mourning for the death 

of my father is over, I will kill my brother.  

42 Rebekah was told what her older son Esau was planning, so she 

summoned her younger son Jacob and said to him, "Esau your 

brother is planning revenge. He plans to kill you. 43 So now, my son, 

listen to me: Get up and escape to my brother Laban in Haran. 44 Live 

with him for a short while until your brother's rage subsides, 45 until 

your brother's anger at you goes away and he forgets what you did to 

him. Then I will send for you and bring you back from there. Why 

should I suffer the loss of both of you on one day?" 46 Rebekah then 

said to Isaac, "I really loathe these Hittite women. If Jacob marries one 

of the Hittite women, like the women of this land, why should I go on 

living?" 

Commentary 

Social custom and religious values dictate that Jacob should return to 

Haran to find a suitable wife. It was twenty years before Jacob returned 

from Haran; and Rebekah, so far as we know, never saw him again. 

Rebekah suggests to Isaac as the reason for Jacob’s departure that it was 

desirable that Jacob, as the acknowledged heir, should seek a wife among 
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his relatives at Haran, as Isaac had done before him (Genesis 24). Esau’s 

heathen marriages had evidently caused his parents much unhappiness: 

Genesis 28 

Commentary 

After an additional blessing for Jacob, he departs for northern 

Mesopotamia to seek a suitable wife.. At an overnight rest stop, he 

experiences God in a dream, confirming that he is the legitimate heir 

to the ancestral promises. 

1 So Isaac summoned Jacob, blessed him, and gave him these 

orders: "Don't marry a Canaanite woman. 2 Get up and go to Paddan-

aram, to the household of Bethuel, your mother's father, and once 

there, marry one of the daughters of Laban, your mother's 

brother. 3 God Almighty will bless you, make you fertile, and give you 

many descendants so that you will become a large group of 

peoples. 4 He will give you and your descendants Abraham's blessing 

so that you will own the land in which you are now immigrants, the 

land God gave to Abraham."  

Commentary 

Ironic that Jacob receives a second blessing while Esau has yet to 

receive any blessing. 
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5 So Isaac sent Jacob off, and he traveled to Paddan-aram, to Laban 

son of Bethuel, the Aramean, and brother of Rebekah, Jacob and 

Esau's mother. 6 Esau understood that Isaac had blessed Jacob and 

sent him to Paddan-aram to marry a woman from there. He 

recognized that, when Isaac blessed Jacob, he had ordered him, 

"Don't marry a Canaanite woman," 7 and that Jacob had listened to 

his father and mother and gone to Paddan-aram. 8 Esau realized that 

his father Isaac considered Canaanite women unacceptable. 9 So he 

went to Ishmael and married Mahalath, daughter of Abraham's son 

Ishmael and sister of Nebaioth, in addition to his other wives.  

Commentary 

Esau’s marriage, though well meant, and within kinship as he saw it, 

was only a union with the seed of the Egyptian bondservant, and 

therefore not one of the pure Hebrew race. 

10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and set out for Haran.  

Commentary 

After journeying for some days, Jacob reaches the district in the 

mountains of Ephraim, where Abraham had rested, when entering 

Canaan, and built an altar (Genesis 12:8).  
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The strata of limestone rock, of which the hills around are composed, 

take the form of steps rising above each other, and we can well 

believe that as Jacob lay down to rest, their form lent shape to the 

vision which followed. In his dream he sees a ladder, or, rather, a 

’staircase,’ uniting earth and heaven, and on it, angelic messengers 

ascending and descending. Doubtless this was to assure him that, 

although he was in distress and fleeing for his life, he was yet the 

object of God’s love and care. He was to learn that all that should 

happen to him in the future was a part of the working out of the divine 

providence. Our Lord alludes to this passage in John 1:51. 

11 He reached a certain place and spent the night there. When the 

sun had set, he took one of the stones at that place and put it near his 

head. Then he lay down there. 12 He dreamed and saw a raised 

staircase, its foundation on earth and its top touching the sky, and 

God's messengers were ascending and descending on 

it. 13 Suddenly the LORD was standing on it and saying, "I am the 

LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will 

give you and your descendants the land on which you are 

lying. 14 Your descendants will become like the dust of the earth; you 

will spread out to the west, east, north, and south. Every family of 

earth will be blessed because of you and your descendants.  
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15 I am with you now, I will protect you everywhere you go, and I will 

bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done 

everything that I have promised you." 16 When Jacob woke from his 

sleep, he thought to himself, The LORD is definitely in this place, but I 

didn't know it.  

Commentary 

Jacob perceives that, though he has left his father’s home at Beer-

sheba, his father’s God is still watching over him. In these early days, 

the idea of Jehovah as the God of the universe, and not of the nation 

only, was not realized. 

The additional promise that the Lord will “protect” Jacob and bring him 

back home safely is a significant expansion of the promises, important 

to Jacob, especially in the light of Esau’s vow to exact vengeance. 

17 He was terrified and thought, This sacred place is awesome. It's 

none other than God's house and the entrance to heaven. 18 After 

Jacob got up early in the morning, he took the stone that he had put 

near his head, set it up as a sacred pillar, and poured oil on the top of 

it.  
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Commentary 

Jacob set up the stone as marking the spot hallowed by God’s 

presence, and consecrated it by pouring oil upon it. On his return to 

Palestine (Genesis 35) he set up an altar by it in fulfilment of his vow 

in this chapter The belief that a stone or pillar was the abode of deity 

was common among primitive peoples. The stone which Jacob set up 

was the symbol of the presence of the divine spirit, which he probably 

believed to be in some way connected with it, seeing that he called the 

stone ’God’s house.’ Jacob shared the beliefs of his age, and his idea 

of God, like his character, was only gradually purified. In consequence 

of the abuse of these sacred stones in the worship of the Canaanites, 

their erection was later forbidden by the Law; cp. Leviticus 26:1, where 

’standing image’ should be rendered ’pillar’ or ’obelisk,’ also 

Deuteronomy 12:3. There is a well-known tradition that Jacob’s stone 

was brought in after ages to Scotland, and finally placed under the 

coronation chair in Westminster Abbey. But the fact that ’all the rock at 

Bethel is limestone, whereas the stone in the Abbey is common 

granite’ (Harper), removes any foundation for the legend. 

19 He named that sacred place Bethel, though Luz was the city's 

original name.  
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20 Jacob made a solemn promise: "If God is with me and protects me 

on this trip, I'm taking, and gives me bread to eat and clothes to 

wear, 21 and I return safely to my father's household, then the LORD 

will be my God. 22 This stone that I've set up as a sacred pillar will be 

God's house, and of everything you give me I will give a tenth back to 

you." 

Commentary 

This is the first vow mentioned in Scripture. Jacob accepts the vows that in 

return for God’s protecting care, if he is spared to return, he will regard this 

stone as a holy spot, and set apart a tithe of all he gains to religious 

purposes. Yet, Jacob’s faith is not mature or unconditional. He appears to 

be too cautious, too willing to go along with the Lord as long as the Lord is 

willing to go with him, but no further. 
 

The Lord bless us and keep us;  

the Lord make his face to shine upon us and be gracious to us; 

the Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace. 
 


