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Scripture for Gerald’s Imagineering Stories about the Tabernacle 
 
Preparation for Tuesday, May 4 
Read these verses as background material for our discussion next Tuesday: 
 
Genesis 2:15-17 
Genesis 3:23-24 
Exodus 39:32-42 
Exodus 40:18-38 
Hebrews 8:5 
 
WE WILL HAVE A BRIEF DISCUSSION USING THE TEXT IN EXODUS 34 BEFORE GERALD BEGINS HIS 
IMAGINEERING STORIES.  PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING MATERIAL FOR THE DISCUSSION AND QUESTION 
TIME REGARDING 34:29-35. 

May 4, 2021 
Exodus 34:29-35 

Exodus 34:29-32. The skin of Moses’ face shone 

29. It happened, when Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the testimony in Moses’ 
hand, when he came down from the mountain, that Moses didn’t know that the skin of his face shone by 
reason of his speaking with him. 30. When Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of 
his face shone; and they were afraid to come near him. 31. Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the rulers 
of the congregation returned to him; and Moses spoke to them. 32. Afterward all the children of Israel came 
near, and he gave them all of the commandments that Yahweh had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 

29a. “It happened, when Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the testimony in 
Moses’ hand, when he came down from the mountain 

As we discussed, this is the second set of tablets after Moses smashed the first set after discovering the 
people of Israel worshiping the golden calf.  
These two tablets will be placed in the Ark of the Covenant. Gerald will add some detail here. 

29b. “Moses didn’t know that the skin of his face shone by reason of his speaking with Yahweh 

This is the first mention of Moses’ face shining. This verse also says that his face is shining “by reason of 
his speaking with Yahweh.” The text implies that something of God’s glory has rubbed off on Moses, 
and that God’s glory is visible in Moses’ face. 
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But Moses doesn’t know that his face is shining. He doesn’t feel anything unusual, nor does he notice 
the radiance of his face. That radiance would be not especially noticeable to a man who has just spent 
forty days and nights in the presence of Yahweh’s glory (34:28). Moses’ innate humility (Numbers 12:3) 
is another reason why he would be unaware of his shining face. 

 I think Moses’ shining face serves several purposes: 

• For one thing, it makes it clear to the people of Israel that Moses has been in the presence of 
Yahweh. 

• Second, it serves notice to the people of Israel that Yahweh has chosen Moses to serve as Yahweh’s 
agent. 

• Third, Moses’ shining face will serve as an antecedent for Jesus’ transfiguration. 

30. “When Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone; and they were 
afraid to come near him 

We can understand why the people were afraid to come near Moses with his shining face: 

• Yahweh had earlier instructed Moses to warn the people not to climb Mount Sinai or even to touch 
it, because anyone who even touched it would be put to death (19:12). 
• Then the people saw thunder, lightning, and smoke on the mountain—evidence of Yahweh’s glory—
and were afraid. They “trembled and stayed at a distance. They said to Moses, ‘ Speak with us yourself, 
and we will listen; but don’t let God speak with us, lest we die” (20:18-19). 
• Then, when they made the golden calf, Yahweh sent a plague on them as punishment. 

It is no wonder then that they are afraid to get near Moses and his shining face. They think that 
Yahweh might strike them dead if they do. 

31a. “Moses called to them 

The text doesn’t tell us what Moses says, but the fact that Aaron and the leaders respond by returning 
to Moses suggests that Moses assures them that they will be safe in his presence. 

31b. “and Aaron and all the rulers of the congregation returned to him 

Aaron as we know is Moses’ brother.  
Yahweh appointed as Moses’ spokesman when Moses claimed to be “slow of speech and slow of 
tongue” (Exodus 4:10-16).  
He was the one who instigated the making of the golden calf (Exodus 32), but seems to have been 
forgiven for that—he is still Moses’ second-in-command.  
While Moses was on the mountain receiving Yahweh’s commandments, Yahweh told him to call Aaron 
and Aaron’s sons to serve Yahweh as priests (28:1 ff.). 

31c. “and Moses spoke to them 
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Again, the text doesn’t tell us what Moses said. In the next verse, we will learn that Moses gives the 
people the commandments that Yahweh gave him on the mountain. It seems likely, then, that Moses 
gives Aaron and the other leaders a preview of those commandments when he meets with the leaders 
privately. 

32a. “Afterward all the children of Israel came near 

Just imagine how these people must feel. They believe that they will die if they come too close to 
Yahweh’s glory—and now they find themselves gathered around Moses, whose face is radiating that 
glory.  
They can have no doubt that Yahweh has appointed Moses to be Yahweh’s spokesman, but they must 
be concerned coming too close to Yahweh’s glory. 

32b. “and he gave them all of the commandments that Yahweh had spoken with him on Mount Sinai 

It isn’t Moses’ job to manufacture inspiring things to tell the people. Yahweh has called Moses to 
receive His commandments and to convey those to the people. 

The account of Moses receiving Yahweh’s commandments fills twelve chapters (Exodus 20-31), and is 
full of intricate detail. It is difficult to imagine the people standing and listening attentively through a 
comprehensive verbal report of that encounter. Most likely, Moses gives to the people those parts of 
the commandments that most concern them in their daily lives—but that is just a guess—I don’t really 
know. 

Exodus 34:33-35. Moses put a veil on his face 
33. When Moses was done speaking with them, he put a veil on his face. 34. But when Moses went in before 
Yahweh to speak with him, he took the veil off, until he came out; and he came out, and spoke to the children 
of Israel that which he was commanded. 35. The children of Israel saw Moses’ face, that the skin of Moses’ 
face shone: and Moses put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him. 

33. “When Moses was done speaking with them, he put a veil on his face 

Moses didn’t wear the veil when in the presence of Yahweh, nor did he wear it while speaking to the 
people. It is only after he is finished speaking to the people that he puts on the veil. It is clear, then, 
that he does not wear the veil to protect the people’s eyes from the radiance of his face, so I have to 
ask why he put it on? I found at least two possibilities: 

• The Apostle Paul, whose interpretation reflected popular rabbinic interpretation, said that Moses 
veiled his face “that the children of Israel wouldn’t look steadfastly on the end of that which was 
passing away” (2 Corinthians 3:13). 
• Given that Moses does not wear the veil while talking (or perhaps Listening) to Yahweh’s words or 
delivering Yahweh’s words to the people. It seems that the absence of the veil signifies that Moses is 
acting in his official role as a mediator between Yahweh and Israel. If this is the intent, then the veil 
indicates that Moses is off-duty—not acting in his official capacity as Yahweh’s spokesman. 

34. “But when Moses went in before Yahweh to speak with him, he took the veil off, until he came out; and 
he came out, and spoke to the children of Israel that which he was commanded 
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Moses removes the veil when going into the presence of Yahweh and leaves it off while speaking with 
the people. We aren’t told how often this pattern is repeated, but Brueggemann and others believe it 
is possible that it was repeated as long as Moses was alive. 

35. “The children of Israel saw Moses’ face, that the skin of Moses’ face shone: and Moses put the veil on 
his face again, until he went in to speak with him 

This verse makes it sound as if Moses frequently repeats the cycle of receiving Yahweh’s word and 
communicating that word to the people.  
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