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Welcome  ​Rev. Faiana Funaki 

 

 

 

 

Prelude ​                               Ding Dong! Merrily on High                          ​           Trad. 

    ​Min Kyung Kim 

 

 

 

 



 

Call to Worship                                                                                    ​Caleb Bennetch 

 

One: Once upon a time, there was a little girl who had a terrible day. 

She left her lunch at home. 

She skinned her knee on the playground, and no one wanted to sit with her on the 

bus. As she sank into her mother’s arms at the end of the day, her mother said, 

All: “Honey, what was the best part of today?” 

One: The little girl cried and said,  

All: “Nothing! The entire day was terrible.” 

One: So the mother got down on one knee, wiped away her tears and said,  

All: “There is always some good. Sometimes we just really have to 

look             for it.” 

One: The little girl looked up at her mom and said,  

All: “What is good about today?”  

One: And the mother said,  

All: “For starters, you’re here in my arms.” 

One: Friends, anytime we gather together to worship God, we are here in God’s 

arms. So may we recognize that gift, and in doing so, may we sow joy. 

All: Let us worship Holy God. 

〜​Written by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org​〜 

 

 

Hymn                         Sing We Now of Christmas 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Affirmation of Faith         ​Caleb Bennetch 

 

All: Great Creator, 

We are in awe of you. 

We will never know how you managed to dream up Mountains and 

valleys, 

Freckles, dimples, and curly hair, 

A cool morning mist, 

The change of seasons, 

Or the magic of music. 

Your greatness is beyond our reckoning. 

And because we are in awe of you, 

We believe we must follow Mary’s lead 

And allow our souls to sing. 

We believe that the appropriate reaction to your goodness Is complete 

gratitude, 

Which looks like love for our neighbor, 

Justice for the poor, 

Food for the hungry, 

And joy that overflows. 

And even though we do not always believe in ourselves, We believe 

that our song is pleasing to you. 

We believe. Help our unbelief. 

In Christ’s name we pray, amen. 

〜​Affirmation of Faith written by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org​〜 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Gloria Patri 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lighting of the Candle of Joy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Prayer                       ​Rev. Faiana Funaki 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Reading                      ​Luke 1:46-49, 52-55  Caleb Bennetch 

                                                             ​Psalm 126:1-3, 6 

 

  ​Mary said, 

  “With all my heart I glorify the Lord! 

    In the depths of who I am I rejoice in God my savior. 

He has looked with favor on the low status of his servant. 

    Look! From now on, everyone will consider me highly favored 

       ​because the mighty one has done great things for me. 

Holy is his name. 

He has pulled the powerful down from their thrones 

        and lifted up the lowly. 

 

 

 



 

 

He has filled the hungry with good things 

    and sent the rich away empty-handed. 

 

He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, 

        remembering his mercy, 

     ​    just as he promised to our ancestors, 

        to Abraham and to Abraham’s descendants forever.” 

 

 

When the Lord changed Zion’s circumstances for the better, 

    it was like we had been dreaming. 

  

Our mouths were suddenly filled with laughter; 

    our tongues were filled with joyful shouts. 

 

It was even said, at that time, among the nations, 

    “The Lord has done great things for them!” 

  

Yes, the Lord has done great things for us, 

    and we are overjoyed. 

 

Let those who go out, 

    crying and carrying their seed, 

    come home with joyful shouts, 

    carrying bales of grain! 

 

 

 

Sermon                              ‘​Sow Joy’​                                 ​Rev. Faiana Funaki 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn        ​O Little Town of Bethlehem 





 

Offertory Prayer             ​Rev. Faiana Funaki 

 

You may make an offering at ​www.martinmethodist.org/give​ or by mail 

Martin United Methodist Church, 2621 Bedford Road, Bedford, TX 76021 

 

You may also now give via text to 844-976-2515. 

Simply enter the amount you would like to give. The first time you give via text, 

you will be asked to complete a brief, one-time registration. 

 

 

Offertory Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella        ​arr. Hayes 

       ​Min Kyung Kim and Caleb Bennetch 

 

 

Doxology 

 

 

 

 

Invitation                     ​Rev. Faiana Funaki 

  

 

Hymn                                                                                 ​Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 

http://www.martinmethodist.org/give


 

 

 

Benediction          ​Rev. Faiana Funaki 

 

 

 

 Postlude                 ​             ​Toccata                            T. Dubois 

Rudimar Bonamigo 


