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Last Sunday, we ended at the beginning of Chapter 8. If you still have notes from 2/21/2021, 
they are good for he duration of the Corinthians Chapter 13 study. 

If you missed last week, these notes are all you will need for 2/28/2021. 

1 Corinthians 13:8-13.  Love never ends 
8. Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will be done away with. Where there are various 
languages, they will cease. Where there is knowledge, it will be done away with. 9. For we know in part, and we 
prophesy in part; 10. but when that which is complete has come, then that which is partial will be done away 
with. 11. When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I felt as a child, I thought as a child. Now that I have become a 
man, I have put away childish things. 12. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know 
in part, but then I will know fully, even as I was also fully known. 13. But now faith, hope, and love remain these 
three. The greatest of these is love. 

8a. “Love never fails 

Paul now contrasts love with three of the spiritual gifts prophecy, speaking in tongues, and knowledge. 
Love will never come to an end, but the need for spiritual gifts is temporary. Paul is thinking 
eschatologically. In this verse, he contrasts what we experience in this world with what we can expect to 
experience once the kingdom of God is fully realized. 

8b. “But where there are prophecies, they will be done away with. Where there are various languages, 
they will cease. Where there is knowledge, it will be done away with 

Unlike love, prophecy, speaking in tongues, and knowledge will come to an end when the kingdom of 
God is fully realized. It isn’t that they aren’t good gifts, but that they are useful only in this world. They 
won’t be necessary once the kingdom of God is fully realized. 

9. “For we know in part, and we prophesy in part 

Paul is letting the church know that even though the gifts of knowledge and prophecy are God-given, 
they are incomplete 

10. “but when that which is complete has come, then that which is partial will be done away with 

The word can be translated “complete,” “whole,” “unblemished,” or “undivided.” Once again, Paul is 
thinking eschatologically here.  

This is a verse that has personal meaning for me. Paul indicates that when Christ comes again to usher in 
the kingdom of God in all its fullness, we will have no need for such things as prophecy, which 
constitute partial revelation for the time being.  
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11. “When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I felt as a child, I thought as a child. Now that I have become 
a man, I have put away childish things 

It would be possible to read this verse as a rebuke to the Corinthian Christians, who have failed to “put 
away childish things.” That, however, is not Paul’s intent. He is instead contrasting the world as we 
know it now with the world that is to come. 

12a. “For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face 

Once again, Paul contrasts what we experience in this age with what we will experience in the age to 
come. The Greek word can mean “looking glass” or “mirror.” We need to keep in mind that people in 
Paul’s day didn’t have the kind of high-quality mirrors that we take for granted today. We are 
accustomed to looking into a mirror and seeing an exact reflection that tells us how we look. 

In Paul’s day, however, the mirrors were usually made of metal, and the reflections that people would 
see in such mirrors would be much less helpful.  

12b. “Now I know in part, but then I will know fully, even as I was also fully known 

Once again, Paul contrasts what we experience now with what we will experience in the new age. We 
know imperfectly now, but in the age to come God will reveal the spiritual mysteries completely. Just as 
God knows us fully now, in the age to come, we will also know God fully. 

I really like this interpretation of Paul’s writing.  YOUR THOUGHTS? 

13. “But now faith, hope, and love remain these three. The greatest of these is love 

The Corinthian Christians, with their Greek heritage, prize philosophy, wisdom, knowledge, and 
mysteries. Paul, however, draws their attention to higher values—faith, hope, and love. 

It seems surprising that Paul would introduce faith and hope at the end of this love-chapter. His only 
mention of faith so far has been to note that “if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but don’t 
have love, I am nothing” (v. 2). He hasn’t mentioned hope at all. 

AND SO ENDS THE LOVE CHAPTER WE OFTEN REFER TO IN SPECIAL EVENTS, MARRIAGE, ETC. 
WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY’S LOVE STUDY? 
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The Lord bless you and keep you; 

the lord make his face to shine on you  
and be gracious to you  

and give you peace. 
Numbers 6:24-26 


