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January 10, 2021                           11:00 a.m. 
     

  

Welcome            Rev. Lara Franklin 



Prelude                            You Are My All In All             arr. Tornquist 
Min Kyung Kim 

Call to Worship                                                                                      Caleb Bennetch 

One: Gracious God, we bring you the broken parts of ourselves. 

All: Hem us in before and behind. 

One: Creator God, we bring you the joyful parts of ourselves. 

All: Weave us together in hope and praise. 

One: God of new life, we bring you doubt and faith knotted up in our hearts. 

All: Unravel our doubt. Weave faith into our hearts. Draw us together  
and point us toward you. 

One: In hope and faith we pray. In hope and faith we worship. 

All: Amen. 

〜Written by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org〜 

Hymn         Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 



 



Affirmation of Faith               Caleb Bennetch 

All: I believe in God, the Great Sewer— 
Who weaves us together in community, 
Collecting our loose ends and turning them into belonging. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit— 
Who hems us in before and behind, 
Catching us when we fall and writing us into God’s holy narrative. 

And I believe in Jesus Christ— 
Who loved and claimed the people society had thrown out, refusing to 
disregard anyone as scrap. 

I believe God has woven part of God’s self into the fiber of our being, 
Making us inherently worthy of love and belonging. 

I believe the fabric of my life is weak, 
That I am prone to error and need God’s handiwork to remind me of 
love. 

I believe in the Church, and that like a quilt of different fabrics, She is 
designed to be as diverse and beautiful as God’s creation. 

And I believe that when life unravels, 
God is there to stitch my wounds together, 
To hold me in the palm of God’s hand, to tell me of love, And to invite 
me into a new journey. 

Amen. 

〜Affirmation of Faith written by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org〜 



Gloria Patri 

 

Pastoral Prayer                                             Rev. Lara Franklin 
                                              

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 
    forever. Amen. 



Scripture Reading                Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7                            Caleb Bennetch 
           

The Lord appeared to Abraham at the oaks of Mamre while he sat at the entrance of his 
tent in the day’s heat. He looked up and suddenly saw three men standing near him. As 
soon as he saw them, he ran from his tent entrance to greet them and bowed deeply. 
He said, “Sirs, if you would be so kind, don’t just pass by your servant. Let a little water 
be brought so you may wash your feet and refresh yourselves under the tree. Let me 
offer you a little bread so you will feel stronger, and after that you may leave your 
servant and go on your way—since you have visited your servant.” 

 
They responded, “Fine. Do just as you have said.” 

 
So Abraham hurried to Sarah at his tent and said, “Hurry! Knead three seahs of the 
finest flour and make some baked goods!” Abraham ran to the cattle, took a healthy 
young calf, and gave it to a young servant, who prepared it quickly. Then Abraham 
took butter, milk, and the calf that had been prepared, put the food in front of them, 
and stood under the tree near them as they ate. 

 
They said to him, “Where’s your wife Sarah?” 

 
And he said, “Right here in the tent.” 

 
Then one of the men said, “I will definitely return to you about this time next year. 
Then your wife Sarah will have a son!” 

 
Sarah was listening at the tent door behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were both 
very old. Sarah was no longer menstruating. So Sarah laughed to herself, thinking, I’m 
no longer able to have children and my husband’s old. 

 
The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Me give birth? At my age?’ 
Is anything too difficult for the Lord? When I return to you about this time next year, 
Sarah will have a son.” 

 
Sarah lied and said, “I didn’t laugh,” because she was frightened. 

 
But he said, “No, you laughed.” 



 

The Lord was attentive to Sarah just as he had said, and the Lord carried out just what 
he had promised her. She became pregnant and gave birth to a son for Abraham when 
he was old, at the very time God had told him. Abraham named his son—the one Sarah 
bore him—Isaac. Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old just 
as God had commanded him. Abraham was 100 years old when his son Isaac was born. 
Sarah said, “God has given me laughter. Everyone who hears about it will laugh with 
me.” She said, “Who could have told Abraham that Sarah would nurse sons? But now 
I’ve given birth to a son when he was old!” 

Sermon                           Unexpected Joy and Surprise                 Rev. Lara Franklin 

Offertory Prayer                      Rev. Lara Franklin 

You may make an offering at www.martinmethodist.org/give or by mail 
Martin United Methodist Church, 2621 Bedford Road, Bedford, TX 76021 

You may also now give via text to 844-976-2515. 
Simply enter the amount you would like to give. The first time you give via text, 

you will be asked to complete a brief, one-time registration. 

Offertory             Be Still             Daniel Barta 
          Caleb Bennetch and Min Kyung Kim 

http://www.martinmethodist.org/give


Doxology 

 

Invitation                              Rev. Lara Franklin 
  

Hymn                                                                                     Give to the Winds Thy Fears 



 

Benediction                    Rev. Lara Franklin 

 Postlude             Fantasia in E Minor        J. Pachelbel          
Rudimar Bonamigo
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