
Teddy Talk with Martin UMC friends and family



Ceremonial Law versus the Love All Law

 To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”
Mark 12:33 NIV

In Mark 12:28-34 Jesus has an interaction with a scribe who asked Him what the most important commandment in the Old Testament is. The question was heavy on Jesus’ mind because it came during the time the Scribes and Pharisees were moving doggedly toward crucifying Jesus their Christ. Easter is celebrated in recognition of that time when Jesus was marked for crucifixion by the religion’s leaders. Their reasoning was based on Jesus violating the laws for Sabbath and other Jewish law and rituals.

When He was asked the question, Jesus responded by saying that the most important commandments were to love God and love one’s neighbor. Jesus would have responded by quoting Deuteronomy 6:4–5 and Leviticus 19:18. These passages were well known by the Hebrew People. The scribe discerned the core of Jesus’ teaching and recognized that loving God and loving others were far more important than burnt offerings and sacrifices. Upon hearing his response, Jesus acknowledges his wisdom and says, “You are not far from the kingdom of God” (Mark 12:34).

One reason Jesus told the scribe, “You are not far from the kingdom of God” is that the scribe faithfully interpreted Jesus’ words regarding the most important commandment in the law. Many people talk about the importance of loving others. Secular singers say things like “Love is love” or “Love is all you need” to convey this message. Such beliefs and sayings show that many people understand the importance of loving others. However, until one chooses to follow Jesus, the One who performed the greatest act of love, he or she will not be able understand what it means to truly love. 

Whether by revelation or affirmation, the scribe has succinctly stated what Jesus has been trying to tell the Pharisees for three years: ritual means nothing without obedience of the heart. The scribes have spent centuries adding to the Mosaic law, trying to create a hedge so that the people will obey God and God won't punish the nation. Jesus chose another tactic and focused on his message to love all as one loves self.

The supremacy of love to offerings and sacrifices is well established in the Old Testament. Jesus’ teaching simplified our call to serve God and Jesus faithfully. I’m so proud to be part of a church that acknowledges worship and service rituals but focuses on loving all people without question.

Peace Always,
Ted



