
Why Lord’s Acre?   
 
In 1922, Reverend Henry M. Melton asked farmers in his congregation to sign an 
agreement donating the proceeds from one acre of cotton to the church. The agreement 
read: 
 
We, the undersigned farmer members of the Bluffton Baptist Church, hereby agree to 
plant, cultivate and harvest one acre from our farm, said acre to be known as the Lord's 
acre. We agree to turn the proceeds of said acre in to a committee appointed by the 
Church. They are to dispose of same and distribute the funds derived from it in such a 
way as we may instruct.  
 
The agreement was signed by seven men: J. B. Goodman, Dauss King, E. L. Gay, A. 
M. Hubbard, J. E. Shaw, W. G. Rish, and J. A. Mansfield.  
After the acres were reportedly unharmed by the boll weevil in 1923, "belief spread that 
miracles had been performed at Bluffton." The church, town officials, and even the local 
banker began to receive inquiries from around the United States and Europe. By 1924, 
100 churches in the Georgia Baptist Convention instituted similar programs, expecting 
to raise a combined total of $20,000 from their efforts.  
 
There are still miracles from the Lord’s Acre.  Like the Feeding of the 5000, when Jesus 
blesses and we share with each other, lives are changed.  The Lord’s Acre ministry 
began as a way to help support the church.  Please don’t think of Lord’s Acre as a 
cheap way to purchase something valuable.  The big idea behind Lord’s Acre is to 
share our material blessings with the Lord.  If you don’t see anything you want to buy, 
make a donation. 
 
I have said in the past, decide how much you are willing to spend and have fun bidding.  
If you are not the winning bid, donate what you would have spent if you had been the 
winner and it will be a blessing for you and the church.  Have fun.  Enjoy some much 
needed fellowship after a year and a half of anxiety and isolation.  Share fellowship, but 
remember there is still a dangerous virus out there – so don’t let your guard down.  Let’s 
continue to be careful. 
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