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June 7, 2020 Announcement 
 
This week begins our study from the New Testament book of Hebrews.  It is an eleven-week 
study which could begin and end during the summer. It reminds me of the summers I called 
the group study “Summernary”…A fun memory for me.  
 
It won’t be a summer run because I will be out of town four Sundays…June 21, July 12, 19 and 
26. I am so pleased to have aligned with Ron Kocher to help me with the start and 
continuation of I CONNECT. Ron has agreed to lead the class using his own material during my 
absence. Ron and I thank you for your attendance and participation. 
 
I am also grateful for all of you helping get through the Pandemic. It has been trying, but the 
time spent in Zoom is fun and rewarding for me. Thank you. 
 
I choose short sections from the chapters, but will tie the chapter sections into the study and 
will direct you backward and forward to cover as much of the book as possible. 
 
Here is the Study order for the Hebrews study: 
 

1. Hebrews 4:12-16 
2.  5:5-10 
3.  7:23-28 
4.  9:11-14 
5.  9:24-28 
6.  10:4-10 
7.  10:11-25 
8.  11:1-16 
9.  11:29—12:2 
10.  12:18-29 
11.  13:1-16 
 

The dates will vary, and there are a few that may require another day.  Bear with Ron and me 
and enjoy the ride. 
 
Peace always. 
Ted 
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Hebrews 4:12-13  June 7, 2020 

12 For the word of God is living, and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and 

piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and is able to discern 

the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 There is no creature that is hidden from his sight, 

but all things are naked and laid open before the eyes of him with whom we have to do. 

“For the word of God is living and active” 

• What are some ways the word of God can come to us? 

 

• Can it also come to us through other methods besides sermons and Bible study group 

meetings? 

 

• Examples? 

We’ve all heard the words “false prophets”.  

• What do you think their effect is on the Holy scripture…God’s living word? 

• What do we need to do to counter false teachings?  How? 

“and sharper than any two-edged sword”  

• Swords were a soldier’s primary weapon, and a two-edged sword would be particularly 

deadly in battle.  

What are your thoughts about comparing the tongue to a two-edge sword? 

“and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and is 

able to discern the thoughts and intentions of the heart”  

• Just as a sword can penetrate deeply into an enemy, so also the word of God penetrates to 

the core of our being. 

How do you see this verse helping when dealing with people who verbally attack us or 

others? 

“There is no creature that is hidden from his sight” 

• The author of Hebrews introduced the idea of the all-seeing God this verse. 

I suggest you read Psalm 139:7-12 to get a feel for the phrase “no creature is hidden from 

his sight. 
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SPECIAL REQUEST: Would two of you be willing to read the Psalm verse to the class 

Sunday?? 

I would like it read from the King James version and another modern version…NRSV, CEB or 

even The Message. 

“but all things are naked and laid open before the eyes of him with whom we have to do”  

• Remember how Jesus could see their heart and knows our true motives in his dealings 

with the scribes and Pharisees 

 

• Here are some verses that show evidence of  “all things are naked and laid open.”  

(Matthew 9:10-13; 12:1-14, 22-32; 15:1-9; 23:13, 23-36). 

Hebrews 4:14-16 

14 Having then a great high priest, who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, 

let us hold tightly to our confession. 15 For we don’t have a high priest who can’t be touched 

with the feeling of our infirmities, but one who has been in all points tempted like we are, yet 

without sin. 16 Let us therefore draw near with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may 

receive mercy, and may find grace for help in time of need. 

“Having then a great high priest, who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of 

God” 

• The high priest was responsible for administering the sacrificial system. 

 

• The high priest was allowed into the Holy of Holies––the dwelling place of God. 

Does this imply that Jesus was assuming the position of the high priest?  

Your thoughts? 

“let us hold tightly to our confession” 

• The Christian community was allowed to differ on many things, but the central rule of 

their faith was “the Good News of Jesus Christ.”  

This was the one thing on which they could and must agree. 

Your thoughts? 

“For we don’t have a high priest who can’t be touched with the feeling of our infirmities”  

• I think a more literal translation would be “For we do not have a high priest who is able 

to sympathize with our weaknesses.” What do you think? 
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“but one who has been in all points tempted like we are, yet without sin”  

• Each of the Synoptic Gospels has an account of Jesus’ temptations at the beginning of his 

ministry (Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13). 

How do you think Jesus experiening human life to its fullest helps him sympathize with 

us when we turn out to be weak––sinful. 

“Let us therefore draw near with boldness to the throne of grace” 

• The Hebrews author encourages us to approach the throne of grace with confidence or 

boldness––ready to speak.  

I think that’s quite a privilege. How do you feel about the idea? 

 

• Compare approaching God to what is expected of the British citizens when they come 

into the presence of the queen. 

“that we may receive mercy, and may find grace for help in time of need” 

• Both mercy and grace imply that we have not earned God’s favor. Instead, God has 

bestowed his favor on us freely.  

In any event, the promise of this verse is that we can expect both mercy and grace when 

we approach God’s throne. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the lord make his face to 

shine on you and be gracious to you and give you peace. 
Numbers 6:24-26 
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