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We were born to make manifest the glory of  

God that is within us. 
It’s not just in some of us, it’s in everyone. 

Marianne Williamson  
 
These two beautiful sentences should be the focal point of all Christian denominations, 
and in my opinion, all religions throughout humanity. The specific words from 
Marianne Williamson are not lifted from one verse in the Bible. They are scattered 
throughout the Judeo-Christian scripture. Now more than ever, we people who 
intuitively know God is within us must encourage others to wake to the realization that 
God is within all human beings. 

By the very essence of a creator God that filled a completely voided space with 
uncountable life forms, I am convinced that there is indeed a piece of God in all of us. 
And I don’t believe God’s presence is different due to skin color, sexual preferences, or 
socio-economic differences, even religion, or… (fill in the blanks).  

Going beyond God in the Genesis creation stories, I have chosen to write this article 
with the same scriptures from old and new testaments. The prophet Isaiah wrote 
“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son and will call him 
Immanuel...” (7:14).  

The New Testament words from Matthew opens with the Isaiah verse and adds a 
definition of the word Immanuel. The word in Hebrew `immānū'el, literally is 
interpreted “God with us.” Matthew begins his account of Jesus’ life, teachings, healings, 
resurrections, and genuine concern for the “lessor of these”…the widows, children, 
hungry, imprisoned…and frankly, I can’t think of anyone Jesus excluded. Matthew ends 
it with Jesus saying, “Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

When Jesus promises to be with us to the end of the age, he is promising to be with all 
people now, in the future, and to where the whole idea of time has no end. We think of it 
as being into eternity. To address this reality, we must be aware that our responsibility 
does not end with leading people to make an initial decision to follow Christ. We must 
continue the discipling process by coaching disciples what Jesus taught. And it’s pretty 
simple… “love God with all your heart, soul, mind and spirit, and love your neighbor.” 

In Matthews Gospel, Jesus began his ministry with teaching at the Sermon on the 
Mount and concludes his ministry by commissioning his disciples to teach “all” nations. 
The placement of these emphases on teaching is not accidental, but signals the 
importance in Matthew’s understanding of discipleship.  



The United Methodist Book of Discipline includes this mission statement: “make 
disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world by proclaiming the good 
news of God’s grace and by exemplifying Jesus’ command to love God and neighbors.” 
I’m so proud of the people I know who are loving God and loving their neighbors in 
every neighborhood worldwide. 

Jesus’ Great Commission must have sounded like an impossible challenge to the 
disciples. It sounds overwhelming to me. How could eleven very ordinary people take 
the “love everyone” Gospel to the whole world? How could they convey the love of Jesus 
to people whose languages they could not understand? How could they take the word to 
continents whose existence they could not even imagine? And yet, by the grace of God, it 
happened! It is happening now, by the grace of God. 

I for one plan to always acknowledge the Divine presence within me. When I do, I can 
face the isolation, sad news about pandemics, hurricanes, violence, and associated 
stress. I’ll greet everyone I meet with a well-hidden smile behind the mask. I’ll ask the 
divine presence to ensure the person will see it in my eyes. It’s different and difficult I 
know, but knowing God is with you and me, we can fulfill the commission to change 
people with our love. I believe! 
 
Peace always 

Ted  


