
 

8302020 Hebrews 1218-29 I CONNECT STUDENT NOTES 1

August 30, 2020 
Hebrews 12:18-29 

Hebrews 12:18-21. You have not come to Mount Sinai 

18.  For you have not come to a mountain that might be touched, and that burned with fire, and to blackness, 
darkness, storm, 19.  the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which those who heard it begged that not 
one more word should be spoken to them, 20.  for they could not stand that which was commanded, “If even an 
animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned;” 21.  and so fearful was the appearance, that Moses said, “I 
am terrified and trembling.”  

These verses take us back in time to the account of Moses and the Israelites at Mount Sinai. 

18. “For you have not come to a mountain that might be touched, and that burned with fire, and to 
blackness, darkness, storm” 

“there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud on the mountain, and the sound of an exceedingly 
loud trumpet; and all the people who were in the camp trembled” (Exodus 19:16) 

“smoked, because Yahweh descended on it in fire; and its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, 
and the whole mountain quaked greatly (Exodus 19:18). 

The point of these menacing events is that, while God is a loving God, the holy presence can be scary. I 
haven’t experience that kind of chaos when I feel I’m in the presence of God.      You???? 

19a. “the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words”   

“When the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him by a 
voice” (Exodus 19:19). 

• Armies used trumpets to signal an attack or retreat. 
• Watchmen used trumpets to signal the arrival of danger. 
• Israelites used trumpets to announce important feasts and festivals. 

19b. “which those who heard it begged that not one more word should be spoken to them” 

The Israelites said to Moses, ‘Speak with us yourself, and we will listen; but don’t let God speak with 
us, lest we die'” (Exodus 20:18-19). 

20.  “for they could not stand that which was commanded, “If even an animal touches the mountain, it 
shall be stoned” 

Your Help Please…..I would like a couple of translations of this Exodus verse read to the 
class…(Exodus 19:12-13). 

What are your thoughts on this verse?   
Do the translations speak differently? 
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21.  “and so fearful was the appearance, that Moses said, “I am terrified and trembling” 

The Exodus account doesn’t tell of Moses being terrified and trembling. However, he later told the 
people, “For I was afraid of the anger and hot displeasure, with which Yahweh was angry against you to 
destroy you” (Deuteronomy 9:19). 

Hebrews 12:22-24. But you have come to mount Zion 

22. But you have come to Mount Zion, and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 
innumerable multitudes of angels, 23.  to the general assembly and assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled 
in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, 24.  to Jesus, the mediator of a new 
covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better than that of Abel. 

22a. “But you have come to Mount Zion, and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem” 

Eight “to” phrases: “to Mount Zion”––”to the city of the living God”––”to innumerable multitudes of 
angels”––”to the assembly of the firstborn”––to God the judge of all”––”to the spirits of just men”––”to 
Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant”––and “to the blood of sprinkling.” 

Mount Zion was the mountain on which the city of Jerusalem was built, and the location of the temple, 
where God dwelt in the Holy of Holies.  

There is a reference to this scripture Revelation 21:22-23 

“I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has 
no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb”  

22b. “and to innumerable multitudes of angels” 

The angels are God’s servants. We can expect that God will instruct them to take care of the believers 
who had not received the promise in their earthly lives (11:39), but who will certainly receive it in the 
heavenly Jerusalem. 

Do you have a guardian angel story? 

22c. “in festive gathering” 

22c adds a festive note to the heavenly gathering in heavenly Jerusalem. 

23a. “to the general assembly and assembly” 

A translation I like reads “to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven.” 

As used in the New Testament, it means “the called people”––the people called by God––the church. 
Your Thoughts???? 

23b. “of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven” 

What are the firsts that occur when a mother (and a father) hold their first child? 
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• God considered Israel to be his firstborn (Exodus 4:22; Jeremiah 31:9). 
• Israelites were to consecrate all firstborn to God (Exodus 13:2; 12-13). 
• Firstborn cattle, sheep, and goats were to be as sacrificial animals (Numbers 18:17). 
• Firstborn sons were to receive a double portion of the inheritance (Deuteronomy 21:15-17). 

Do these reads seem fair to you? 

23c “to God the Judge of all” 

The title, Judge of all” first appears in Genesis 18:25, where Abraham is pleading for God, the judge, to 
exercise justice in his judgment of Sodom. 

Will one of you please read Genesis 18:23-25? 

The most vivid New Testament image of Christ as judge is found in Matthew 25:31-46, where Jesus 
pictures the Son of Man separating the sheep from the goats 

• the sheep to inherit the kingdom prepared for them 
• the goats suffer eternal fire along with the devil and his angels. 

23c. “to the spirits of just men made perfect” 

faithful people who lived prior to the advent of Christ (see Hebrews 10:38; 11:39-40). 

24a. “to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant” 

In the Old Testament, the people of God (Israel) enjoyed a covenant relationship with God, who 
established Israel as his chosen people. In the New Testament, Jesus becomes the mediator of a new 
covenant with the people of God (the church). 

24b. “and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better than that of Abel” 

This is the last of the eight “to” phrases in verses 22-24. 

Will one of you read the story of Abel is found in Genesis 4:1-6.  

What do we discover in this passage of scripture? 

Hebrews 12:25-29. Receiving a kingdom that can’t be shaken 

25. See that you don’t refuse him who speaks. For if they didn’t escape when they refused him who warned on 
the earth, how much more will we not escape who turn away from him who warns from heaven, 26 whose voice 
shook the earth then, but now he has promised, saying, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth, but also 
the heavens.” 27 This phrase, “Yet once more,” signifies the removing of those things that are shaken, as of 
things that have been made, that those things which are not shaken may remain. 28. therefore, receiving a 
Kingdom that can’t be shaken, let us have grace, through which we serve God acceptably, with reverence and 
awe, 29. for our God is a consuming fire. 

25a. “See that you don’t refuse him who speaks” 
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The people of Israel trembled in the presence of God. They said to Moses, ‘Speak with us yourself, and 
we will listen; but don’t let God speak with us, lest we die'” (Exodus 20:18-19). 

The Israelites rebelled against Moses and Aaron, because their spies reported that they felt like 
grasshoppers in the midst of the impressive inhabitants of the Promised Land (Numbers 13-14).  

The complained that they had no water (Numbers 20). They had sexual relations with the women of 
Moab, and began to worship Baal (Numbers 25). Etc., etc., etc. 

And God punished them for their unfaithfulness. 

25b. “For if they didn’t escape when they refused him who warned on the earth, how much more will we 
not escape who turn away from him who warns from heaven” 

It is far more serious to disobey Jesus than it was for the Israelites to rebel against Moses and Aaron. 

26a. “whose voice shook the earth then” 

When God spoke from Sinai, “smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain 
quaked greatly” (Exodus 19:18). 

26b. “but now he has promised, saying, ‘Yet once more I will shake not only the earth, but also the 
heavens'” 

The prophets spoke of heaven and earth being shaken (Isaiah 13:13; Haggai 2:6). The author of Hebrews 
interprets those sayings as pointing to the cataclysmic events at the end of time. 

27. “This phrase, ‘Yet once more,’ signifies the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that 
have been made, that those things which are not shaken may remain” 

When God shakes the heavens and the earth, he will exempt “things that have been made” by his hands–
–Godly things––the people of God––those who believe in Christ. Those will remain untouched. 

28a. “Therefore, receiving a Kingdom that can’t be shaken” (v. 28a).  

We can count ourselves as blessed, because we are part of a kingdom that is unshakable––the kingdom 
of God. 

28b. “let us have grace, through which we serve God acceptably, with reverence and awe” 

Grace is a significant word in the New Testament, especially in Paul’s epistles.  
Please read Ephesians 2:8-9 

No better time than now to remind you of the levels of grace believed and taught by John Wesley, the 
founder of Methodism. 

Prevenient 
Justifying 
Sanctifying 
Perfecting 
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The author of Hebrews calls believers to emulate these qualities that are so characteristic of God––
lovingkindness, mercy, and faithfulness. 

29. “for our God is a consuming fire” 

Appealing to the Israelites to obey God, Moses warned that “your God is a devouring fire, a jealous 
God” (Deuteronomy 4:24).  

Now the author of Hebrews issues the same warning, changing “your” to “our.” He warns that the 
creator God and the loving God will also be a consuming fire for those who disobey him. 

What do you say we close this with a discussion of your views about this scripture. 

 
 
 
 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the lord make his face to shine on you  

and be gracious to you  
and give you peace. 

Numbers 6:24-26 


