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I Connect Sunday School Class Notes 

August 22, 2021 

Meet in Building B, Room 1 

Praises and Concerns 

Genesis 20 

Commentary 

Abrham again struggles to relate properly to a foreign king. He 

acquires more wealth, settles in a location that will eventually become 

Beer-sheba, and proves himself a prophet with abilities to pray for 

blessings for his new neighbors. Abraham leaves Mamre (Hebron) for 

Gerar. 

1 Abraham traveled from there toward the land of the arid southern 

plain, and he settled as an immigrant in Gerar, between Kadesh and 

Shur. 2 Abraham said of his wife Sarah, "She's my sister." So King 

Abimelech of Gerar took her into his household.  

Commentary 

Twenty years earlier Abraham had used the same device in Egypt and 

now again he incurs a rebuke from one outside the Covenant. But we 
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learn that, in fact, Sarah is Abraham’s half-sister. God intervenes 

again to preserve the covenant. 

3 But God appeared to Abimelech that night in a dream and said to 

him, "You are as good as dead because of this woman you have 

taken. She is a married woman." 4 Now Abimelech hadn't gone near 

her, and he said, "Lord, will you really put an innocent nation to 

death? 5 Didn't he say to me, ‘She's my sister,' and didn't she—even 

she—say, ‘He's my brother'? My intentions were pure, and I acted 

innocently when I did this." 6 God said to him in the dream, "I know 

that your intentions were pure when you did this. In fact, I kept you 

from sinning against me. That's why I didn't allow you to touch 

her. 7 Now return the man's wife. He's a prophet; he will pray for you 

so you may live. But if you don't return her, know that you and 

everyone with you will die!" 8 Abimelech got up early in the morning 

and summoned all of his servants. When he told them everything that 

had happened, the men were terrified. 9 Then Abimelech summoned 

Abraham and said to him, "What have you done to us? What sin did I 

commit against you that you have brought this terrible sin to me and 

my kingdom, by doing to me something that simply isn't 

done?" 10 Abimelech said to Abraham, "What were you thinking when 

you did this thing?"  
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Commentary 

Marriages during the ancestral period were normally arranged by 

parents, typically between members of the same clan or tribe, and 

preferably between cousins, in order to keep the line pure and 

unmixed. Abraham and Sarah are more closely related than usual. 

11 Abraham said, "I thought to myself, No one reveres God here and 

they will kill me to get my wife. 12 She is, truthfully, my sister—my 

father's daughter but not my mother's daughter—and she's now my 

wife. 13 When God led me away from my father's household, I said to 

her, ‘This is the loyalty I expect from you: in each place we visit, tell 

them, “He is my brother.”'" 14 Abimelech took flocks, cattle, male 

servants, and female servants, and gave them to Abraham; and 

Abimelech returned his wife Sarah. 15 Abimelech said, "My land is 

here available to you. Live wherever you wish." 16 To Sarah, he said, 

"I've given your brother one thousand pieces of silver. It means that 

neither you nor anyone with you has done anything wrong. Everything 

has been set right." 17 Abraham prayed to God; and God restored 

Abimelech, his wife, and his women servants to health, and they were 

able to have children. 18 Because of the incident with Abraham's wife 

Sarah, the LORD had kept all of the women in Abimelech's household 

from having children. 
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Genesis 21 

Commentary 

Birth of Isaac. Dismissal of Hagar and Ishmael. Covenant between 

Abraham and Abimelech 

1 The LORD was attentive to Sarah just as he had said, and the 

LORD carried out just what he had promised her. 2 She became 

pregnant and gave birth to a son for Abraham when he was old, at the 

very time God had told him. 3 Abraham named his son—the one 

Sarah bore him—Isaac. 4 Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when 

he was eight days old just as God had commanded him. 5 Abraham 

was 100 years old when his son Isaac was born. 6 Sarah said, "God 

has given me laughter. Everyone who hears about it will laugh with 

me." 7 She said, "Who could have told Abraham that Sarah would 

nurse sons? But now I've given birth to a son when he was old!" 8 The 

boy grew and stopped nursing. On the day he stopped nursing, 

Abraham prepared a huge banquet.  

Commentary 

Ishmael had no doubt been regarded as Abraham’s heir until the birth 

of Isaac. The change in his prospects may account for his conduct 

(see below), which St. Paul uses to illustrate the persecution of the 
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Christians by the Jews (Galatians 4:29). Proud of their natural descent 

as children of Abraham, the Jews scorned the idea that God could 

regard others as His spiritual children and allow them to share in their 

privileges and blessings: see Galatians 3, 4. The story affords painful 

evidence of the jealousies and unhappiness caused by polygamy. 

9 Sarah saw Hagar's son laughing, the one Hagar, the Egyptian, had 

borne to Abraham. 10 So she said to Abraham, "Send this servant 

away with her son! This servant's son won't share the inheritance with 

my son Isaac." 11 This upset Abraham terribly because the boy was 

his son. 12 God said to Abraham, "Don't be upset about the boy and 

your servant. Do everything Sarah tells you to do because your 

descendants will be traced through Isaac. 13 But I will make of your 

servant's son a great nation too, because he is also your 

descendant." 14 Abraham got up early in the morning, took some 

bread and a flask of water, and gave it to Hagar. He put the boy in her 

shoulder sling and sent her away. She left and wandered through the 

desert near Beer-sheba. 15 Finally the water in the flask ran out, and 

she put the boy down under one of the desert shrubs. 16 She walked 

away from him about as far as a bow shot and sat down, telling 

herself, I can't bear to see the boy die. She sat at a distance, cried out 

in grief, and wept. 17 God heard the boy's cries, and God's 
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messenger called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, "Hagar! 

What's wrong? Don't be afraid. God has heard the boy's cries over 

there. 18 Get up, pick up the boy, and take him by the hand because I 

will make of him a great nation." 19 Then God opened her eyes, and 

she saw a well. She went over, filled the water flask, and gave the boy 

a drink.  

Commentary 

As the angel of the Lord found Hagar once before in the desert of 

Shur, so ”God’s messenger” hears her son’s cry in the desert and 

comforts her. 

20 God remained with the boy; he grew up, lived in the desert, and 

became an expert archer. 21 He lived in the Paran desert, and his 

mother found him an Egyptian wife.  

Commentary 

The Wilderness of Paran is the country between Canaan and the 

Peninsula of Sinai. The descendants of Ishmael, Bedouin Arabs, still 

possess the country. It was the scene of the wanderings of the 

Israelites. 
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22 At that time, Abimelech and Phicol, commander of his forces, said 

to Abraham, "God is with you in everything that you do. 23 So give me 

your word under God that you won't cheat me, my children, or my 

descendants. Just as I have treated you fairly, so you must treat me 

and the land in which you are an immigrant."  

Commentary 

Abimelech, the king of Gerar, fears for the future of his kingdom 

because of Abraham’s strength and requests the Israelite patriarch to 

swers an other of obligation and make a covenant.  

24 Abraham said, "I give you my word. 25 Then Abraham complained 

to Abimelech about a well that Abimelech's servants had seized.  

Commentary 

Water rights were a perennial problem in the Negeb desert. Abraham 

gives Abimelech a gift as part of the covenant ceremony to procure 

the rights to live in Beer-sheba with unimpeded rights to water. 

26 Abimelech said, "I don't know who has done this, and you didn't tell 

me. I didn't even hear about it until today." 27 Abraham took flocks 

and cattle, gave them to Abimelech, and the two of them drew up a 

treaty. 28 Abraham set aside, by themselves, seven female lambs 

from the flock. 29 So Abimelech said to Abraham, "What are these 
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seven lambs you've set apart?" 30 Abraham said, "These seven 

lambs that you take from me will attest that I dug this 

well." 31 Therefore, the name of that place is Beer-sheba because 

there they gave each other their word. 32 After they drew up a treaty 

at Beer-sheba, Abimelech, and Phicol commander of his forces, 

returned to the land of the Philistines.  

Commentary 

The place was henceforth called Beer-sheba, ’well of the seven,’ or 

’well of the oath,’ because the covenant had been ratified by the 

sacred or perfect number seven, which was the usual number of 

things sworn by. 

The “land of the Philistines” is likely an anticipatory reference (writer 

prepares the reader) to the general region that would one day become 

the land of the Phhilistines. 

33 Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beer-sheba, and he 

worshipped there in the name of the Lord. 34 Abraham lived as an 

immigrant in the Philistines' land for a long time. 
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Commentary 

Acts of worship and praise follow naturally after a journey or conflict. 

Genesis 22 

Commentary 

The near sacrifice of Isaac is really not about Isaac at all. As the first 

verse says, this chapter is about a test of Abraham’s faith. 

In this narrative we have the crowning proof that Abraham was willing 

to resign all that was dearest to him at the bidding of God, even that 

son on whose life depended the fulfilment of the divine promises. But 

his trial must be also regarded as the occasion of bringing about an 

advance in the moral standard of the men of his time, which was 

gradually to become universal. In Abraham’s day the sacrifice of the 

firstborn was a common practice among the Semitic races. (In ancient 

history the term “Semite” included Arabs, Assyrians, the Akkadians of 

Babylonia, the Canaanites, Aramean tribes, certain groups in Ethiopia 

and the Hebrew tribes. Most Semitic groups were nomadic and 

traveled throughout the Arabic peninsula.) This sacrifice was regarded 

as the most pleasing service which men could offer to their deities. It 

was the ’giving of their firstborn for their transgression, the fruit of their 

body for the sin of their soul’ (Micah 6:7). The horrible custom was 
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even practised by the Jews in the dark days of Ahaz and Manasseh: 

cp. 2 Kings 23:10; 2 Chronicles 28:3; 2 Chronicles 33:6, ana the cases 

of Jephthah (Jdg ll) and Mesha, king of Moab (2 Kings 3:27). The 

custom probably prevailed among the tribes in whose midst Abraham 

dwelt, and it was borne in upon him that he should show his devotion 

to God in this way also. Regarding the suggestion, however it was 

made, as coming from God, he did not hesitate or delay, though his 

heart must have been wrung by the very thought. He had covenanted 

to give up his own Will to the will of God, and in fulfilment of his 

obedience he was willing to sacrifice his own son. Selfsacrifice is the 

supreme test of faith, and Abraham was not found wanting: cp. 

Hebrews 11:17-19. The will, however, was taken for the deed, and 

regarded as sufficient proof of his loyalty and obedience. And 

Abraham, and through him the world, learnt that, far from desiring 

human sacrifice, Jehovah abhors it: that His worship is to be attended 

by mercy and justice and humanity in His followers, and that the most 

acceptable offering is a life of obedience and faith and love. 

1 After these events, God tested Abraham and said to him, 

"Abraham!" Abraham answered, "I'm here." 2 God said, "Take your 

son, your only son whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of 

Moriah.  
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Commentary 

The idea of being “tested” is not to torture Abraham but to 

demonstrate a truth that is only otherwise asserted. To Abraham, he 

was giving up his family’s future. 

The land of Moriah is only mentioned again in 2 Chronicles 3:1, ’Then 

Solomon began to build the house of the Lord at Jerusalem in Mount 

Moriah.’ Beneath the dome of the Mosque of Omar, which now stands 

on the site of the Jewish Temple, is the rock which is traditionally 

supposed to have been the scene of the sacrifice. 

Offer him up as an entirely burned offering there on one of the 

mountains that I will show you." 3 Abraham got up early in the 

morning, harnessed his donkey, and took two of his young men with 

him, together with his son Isaac. He split the wood for the entirely 

burned offering, set out, and went to the place God had described to 

him. 4 On the third day, Abraham looked up and saw the place at a 

distance. 5 Abraham said to his servants, "Stay here with the donkey. 

The boy and I will walk up there, worship, and then come back to 

you." 6 Abraham took the wood for the entirely burned offering and 

laid it on his son Isaac. He took the fire and the knife in his hand, and 

the two of them walked on together. 7 Isaac said to his father 
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Abraham, "My father?" Abraham said, "I'm here, my son." Isaac said, 

"Here is the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the entirely 

burned offering?" 8 Abraham said, "The lamb for the entirely burned 

offering? God will see to it, my son." The two of them walked on 

together. 9 They arrived at the place God had described to him. 

Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He tied up 

his son Isaac and laid him on the altar on top of the wood. 10 Then 

Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to kill his son as a 

sacrifice. 11 But the LORD's messenger called out to Abraham from 

heaven, "Abraham? Abraham?" Abraham said, "I'm here." 12 The 

messenger said, "Don't stretch out your hand against the young man, 

and don't do anything to him. I now know that you revere God and 

didn't hold back your son, your only son, from me." 13 Abraham 

looked up and saw a single ram caught by its horns in the dense 

underbrush. Abraham went over, took the ram, and offered it as an 

entirely burned offering instead of his son. 14 Abraham named that 

place “the LORD sees.” That is the reason people today say, "On this 

mountain the LORD is seen." 15 The LORD's messenger called out to 

Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and said, "I give my word as 

the LORD that because you did this and didn't hold back your son, 

your only son, 17 I will bless you richly and I will give you countless 
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descendants, as many as the stars in the sky and as the grains of 

sand on the seashore. They will conquer their enemies' cities. 18 All 

the nations of the earth will be blessed because of your descendants, 

because you obeyed me."  

Commentary 

The angel’s speech reaffirms the ancestral promises to Abraham for 

the last itme.  

The next time we we hear of Isaac, he has settled in the arid southern 

plain at Beer-lahai-roi. Nothing a dispute or rift between father and 

son. Rather than passing through death, the son passes into 

independence and manhood, and therefore in this case, Isaac does 

not return again to Beer-sheba to live with his father. 

Comment 

How many times does God need to reaffirm his covenant? Why? 

19 After Abraham returned to the young men, they got up and went to 

Beer-sheba where Abraham lived.  

Genesis 23 

1 Sarah lived to be 127 years old; this was how long she lived. 2 She 

died in Kiriath-arba, that is, in Hebron, in the land of Canaan; and 
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Abraham cried out in grief and wept for Sarah. 3 After he got up from 

embracing his deceased wife, he spoke with the Hittites: 4 "I am an 

immigrant and a temporary resident with you. Give me some property 

for a burial plot among you so that I can bury my deceased wife near 

me."  

Commentary 

The rules of bartering normally require a long-term existing 

relationship. Abraham does not have that in this case and is thus at a 

disadvantage. After true Eastern custom, there was excessive 

courtesy in the transaction, but a large sum was in the end required. 

’In Damascus, when a purchaser makes a lower offer than can be 

accepted, he is answered, “What, is it a matter of money between us? 

Take it for nothing, friend, it is a present from me”’ 

5 The Hittites responded to Abraham, 6 "Listen to us, sir. You are an 

eminent man of God among us. Bury your dead in one of our own 

select burial sites. None of us will keep our own burial plots from you 

to bury your dead." 7 Abraham rose, bowed to the local citizens the 

Hittites, 8 and spoke with them: "If you yourselves allow me to bury 

my dead near me, listen to me and ask Ephron, Zohar's son, 9 to give 

me his own cave in Machpelah at the edge of his field. Let him give it 
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to me for the full price, to be witnessed by you, as my own burial 

property." 10 Now Ephron was a native Hittite. So Ephron the Hittite 

responded to Abraham publicly in order that the Hittites and everyone 

at his city's gate could hear: 11 "No, sir. Listen, I will give you the field, 

and I will give you the cave in it. In front of my people's witnesses, I 

will give it to you. Bury your dead!"  

Commentary 

Ephron’s offer is an invitation into a socially embedded relationship in 

which Abraham would assume a closer social affinity with the local 

Hittitesand would reciprocate later with elaborate gifts of his own. 

This spot, over which now stands the great Mohammedan mosque at 

Hebron, is generally admitted to be the original buryingplace of the 

Jewish patriarchs, and the spot where their remains still rest. It is most 

religiously guarded by the Mohammedans (who regard Abraham as 

the founder of their race through Ishmael) from all intrusion. The cave 

is a double one, and visitors are permitted entrance only to the upper 

storey, where there is little to see except counterfeit tombs. ’Only one 

European, Pierotti, an Italian architect in the service of the Sultan, has 

succeeded, at the risk of his life, in entering the lower cavern. He 

noticed there sarcophagi of white stone, the true tombs of the 
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illustrious dead, in striking corroboration of the statement of Josephus, 

that these were of fair marble, exquisitely wrought’ (Geikie). 

12 Abraham bowed before the local citizens 13 and spoke to Ephron 

publicly in the presence of the local citizens: "If only you would accept 

my offer. I will give you the price of the field. Take it from me so that I 

can bury my dead there." 14 Ephron responded to Abraham, 15 "Sir, 

what is four hundred shekels of silver between me and you for the 

land so that you can bury your dead?" 16 Abraham accepted Ephron's 

offer and weighed out for Ephron the silver he requested publicly 

before the Hittites: four hundred shekels of silver at the current rate of 

exchange.  

Commentary 

Abraham is willing to pay an exorbitant price in order to maintain 

social distance from the Hittites. The word ’shekel’ means ’weight,’ 

and it is believed that, in these early days, rings of silver of a marked 

weight were used, and not coins bearing a definite value. Abraham 

probably weighed them to show they were of full value. ’Coined 

money was not known to the Hebrews before the Captivity, when first 

Persian and then Greek or Syriac currency was employed, till Simon 
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the Maccabee (about 140 b.c.) struck Jewish coins, especially shekels 

and half shekels 

17 So the field of Ephron in Machpelah near Mamre—the field and the 

cave in it, and all the trees within the field's boundaries—was officially 

transferred 18 to Abraham as his property in the presence of the 

Hittites and of everyone at his city's gate. 19 After this, Abraham 

buried his wife Sarah in the cave in the field of Machpelah near 

Mamre, that is, Hebron, in the land of Canaan.  

Commentary 

Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob and Leah, were all 

buried here. 

20 The field and the cave in it were officially transferred from the 

Hittites to Abraham as his burial property. 

Commentary 

Abraham has come into all the land that he will posses during his 

lifetime. 
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Genesis 24 

Commentary 

This chapter is a narrative about finding s suitable wife for Isaac. But 

the central theme of the chapter is God’s providential guidance for 

Israel’s ancestors. 

1 As the days went by and Abraham became older, the LORD blessed 

Abraham in every way. 2 Abraham said to the oldest servant of his 

household, who was in charge of everything he owned, "Put your 

hand under my thigh.  

Commentary 

Put.. thy hand under my thigh] a form of taking an oath, only 

mentioned again in Genesis 47:29. ’It is from the thighs that one’s 

descendants come, so that to take an oath with one hand under the 

thigh would be equivalent to calling upon these descendants to 

maintain an oath which has been fulfilled, and to avenge one which 

has been broken’ (D.). Modern instances are recor 

3 By the LORD, God of heaven and earth, give me your word that you 

won't choose a wife for my son from the Canaanite women among 

whom I live. 4 Go to my land and my family and find a wife for my son 

Isaac there."  
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Commentary 

Remember that they wanted family to marry within their kinship in 

order to ensure continuity of culture and religious values. Isaac 

married a cousin. 

5 The servant said to him, "What if the woman doesn't agree to come 

back with me to this land? Shouldn't I take your son back to the land 

you left?" 6 Abraham said to him, "Be sure you don't take my son back 

there. 7 The LORD, God of heaven—who took me from my father's 

household and from my family's land, who spoke with me and who 

gave me his word, saying, ‘I will give this land to your descendants'—

he will send his messenger in front of you, and you will find a wife for 

my son there. 8 If the woman won't agree to come back with you, you 

will be free from this obligation to me. Only don't take my son back 

there." 9 So the servant put his hand under his master Abraham's 

thigh and gave him his word about this mission. 10 The servant took 

ten of his master's camels and all of his master's best provisions, set 

out, and traveled to Nahor's city in Aram-naharaim. (This may have 

been the city of Haran.)  
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Commentary 

The sending of a deputy instead of Isaac himself is quite in 

accordance with Eastern custom. The Jews of the present day employ 

a professional matchmaker, the Shadchan, who arranges all the 

preliminaries of the marriage contract. 

11 He had the camels kneel down outside the city at the well in the 

evening, when women come out to draw water.  

Commentary 

The local well was the suitable place to find a wife. 

12 He said, "LORD, God of my master Abraham, make something 

good happen for me today and be loyal to my master Abraham. 13 I 

will stand here by the spring while the daughters of the men of the city 

come out to draw water. 14 When I say to a young woman, ‘Hand me 

your water jar so I can drink,' and she says to me, ‘Drink, and I will 

give your camels water too,' may she be the one you've selected for 

your servant Isaac. In this way I will know that you've been loyal to my 

master."  
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Commentary 

Willingness to water the camels, too (10) would be an arduous and 

time-consuming task and so would be a positive sign to the servant. 

15 Even before he finished speaking, Rebekah—daughter of Bethuel 

the son of Milcah wife of Nahor, Abraham's brother—was coming out 

with a water jar on her shoulder. 16 The young woman was very 

beautiful, old enough to be married, and hadn't known a man 

intimately. She went down to the spring, filled her water jar, and came 

back up. 17 The servant ran to meet her and said, "Give me a little sip 

of water from your jar." 18 She said, "Drink, sir." Then she quickly 

lowered the water jar with her hands and gave him some water to 

drink. 19 When she finished giving him a drink, she said, "I'll draw 

some water for your camels too, till they've had enough to 

drink." 20 She emptied her water jar quickly into the watering trough, 

ran to the well again to draw water, and drew water for all of the 

camels. 21 The man stood gazing at her, wondering silently if the 

LORD had made his trip successful or not. 22 As soon as the camels 

had finished drinking, the man took out a gold ring, weighing a half 

shekel, and two gold bracelets for her arms, weighing ten 

shekels. 23 He said, "Please tell me whose daughter you are. Is there 

room in your father's house for us to spend the night?" 24 She 
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responded, "I'm the daughter of Bethuel, who is the son of Milcah and 

Nahor." 25 She continued, "We have plenty of straw and feed for the 

camels, and a place to spend the night." 26 The man bowed down 

and praised the LORD: 27 "Bless the LORD, God of my master 

Abraham, who hasn't given up his loyalty and his faithfulness to my 

master. The LORD has shown me the way to the household of my 

master's brother." 28 The young woman ran and told her mother's 

household everything that had happened. 29 Rebekah had a brother 

named Laban, and Laban ran to the man outside by the 

spring. 30 When he had seen the ring and the bracelets on his sister's 

arms, and when he had heard his sister Rebekah say, "This is what 

the man said to me," he went to the man, who was still standing by the 

spring with his camels. 31 Laban said, "Come in, favored one of the 

LORD! Why are you standing outside? I've prepared the house and a 

place for the camels." 32 So the man entered the house. Then Laban 

unbridled the camels, provided straw and feed for them and water to 

wash his feet and the feet of the men with him, 33 and set out a meal 

for him. But the man said, "I won't eat until I've said something." Laban 

replied, "Say it."  
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Commentary 

What follows is an elaborate proposal of marriage between Rebekah 

and Isaac. 

34 The man said, "I am Abraham's servant." 35 The LORD has richly 

blessed my master, has made him a great man, and has given him 

flocks, cattle, silver, gold, men servants, women servants, camels, and 

donkeys. 36 My master's wife Sarah gave birth to a son for my master 

in her old age, and he's given him everything he owns. 37 My master 

made me give him my word: ‘Don't choose a wife for my son from the 

Canaanite women, in whose land I'm living. 38 No, instead, go to my 

father's household and to my relatives and choose a wife for my 

son.' 39 I said to my master, ‘What if the woman won't come back with 

me?' 40 He said to me, ‘The LORD, whom I've traveled with 

everywhere, will send his messenger with you and make your trip 

successful; and you will choose a wife for my son from my relatives 

and from my father's household. 41 If you go to my relatives, you will 

be free from your obligation to me. Even if they provide no one for 

you, you will be free from your obligation to me.' 42 "Today I arrived at 

the spring, and I said, ‘LORD, God of my master Abraham, if you wish 

to make the trip I'm taking successful, 43 when I'm standing by the 

spring and the young woman who comes out to draw water and to 
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whom I say, 'Please give me a little drink of water from your 

jar,' 44 and she responds to me, 'Drink, and I will draw water for your 

camels too,' may she be the woman the LORD has selected for my 

master's son.' 45 Before I finished saying this to myself, Rebekah 

came out with her water jar on her shoulder and went down to the 

spring to draw water. And I said to her, ‘Please give me something to 

drink.' 46 She immediately lowered her water jar and said, ‘Drink, and 

I will give your camels something to drink too.' So I drank and she also 

gave water to the camels. 47 Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are 

you?' And she said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's son whom 

Milcah bore him.' I put a ring in her nose and bracelets on her 

arms. 48 I bowed and worshipped the LORD and blessed the LORD, 

the God of my master Abraham, who led me in the right direction to 

choose the granddaughter of my master's brother for his son. 49 Now 

if you're loyal and faithful to my master, tell me. If not, tell me so I will 

know where I stand either way." 50 Laban and Bethuel both 

responded, "This is all the LORD's doing. We have nothing to say 

about it. 51 Here is Rebekah, right in front of you. Take her and go. 

She will be the wife of your master's son, just as the LORD 

said." 52 When Abraham's servant heard what they said, he bowed 

low before the LORD. 53 The servant brought out gold and silver 
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jewelry and clothing and gave them to Rebekah. To her brother and to 

her mother he gave the finest gifts. 54 He and the men with him ate 

and drank and spent the night. When they got up in the morning, the 

servant said, "See me off to my master."  

Commentary 

In his haste to return to Abraham, the servant seems to break 

protocol, in which a set number of days of betrothal are expected, 

during which there is a formal banquet, and the bride has time to 

make her final preparations. Her family wants at least 10 days, but 

they turn to Rebekah to settle the matter, which she does at once. 

Isaac married Rebekah by proxy through a simple verbal contract. 

55 Her brother and mother said, "Let the young woman stay with us 

not more than ten days, and after that she may go." 56 But he said to 

them, "Don't delay me. The LORD has made my trip successful. See 

me off so that I can go to my master." 57 They said, "Summon the 

young woman, and let's ask her opinion." 58 They called Rebekah and 

said to her, "Will you go with this man?" She said, "I will go." 59 So 

they sent off their sister Rebekah, her nurse, Abraham's servant, and 

his men. 60 And they blessed Rebekah, saying to her, "May you, our 

sister, become thousands of ten thousand; may your children possess 
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their enemies' cities." 61 Rebekah and her young women got up, 

mounted the camels, and followed the man. So the servant took 

Rebekah and left. 62 Now Isaac had come from the region of Beer-

lahai-roi and had settled in the arid southern plain. 63 One evening, 

Isaac went out to inspect the pasture, and while staring he saw 

camels approaching. 64 Rebekah stared at Isaac. She got down from 

the camel 65 and said to the servant, "Who is this man walking 

through the pasture to meet us?" The servant said, "He's my master." 

So she took her headscarf and covered herself.  

Commentary 

It is the custom for the bride to appear veiled before the bridegroom 

until they are married: 

66 The servant told Isaac everything that had happened. 67 Isaac 

brought Rebekah into his mother Sarah's tent. He received Rebekah 

as his wife and loved her. So Isaac found comfort after his mother's 

death. 
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Genesis 25 

Commentary 

At this point the specific purpose of the writer of the Pentateuch 

begins to appear more clearly. Speaking generally, that purpose is to 

trace the development of the kingdom of God in the line of Israelitish 

history. To this subject the preceding chapters of Genesis have 

formed an introduction, dealing with universal history, and indicating 

the place of Israel among the other nations of the world. The narrative 

now passes from universal history to the beginnings of the chosen 

people and their subsequent fortunes. The connecting link is furnished 

in the person of Abraham, and interest is now concentrated on him, 

and the promises made to him. 

Abraham is one of the very greatest figures in the religious history of 

the human race. Three great religions look back to him as one of their 

spiritual ancestors, and accept him as a type of perfect faith and true 

religion, viz. the Jewish, the Mohammedan, and the Christian. The 

world owes to him its first clear knowledge of the true God, His 

spiritual and holy nature, and the way in which He is to be served and 

worshipped. How much of this Abraham may have brought with him 

from Ur of the Chaldees we do not know. Recent discovery points to a 

very close connexion between the religions of Babylonia and Israel. 
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That need not surprise us, nor does it impair the truth and value of the 

biblical narrative. Every religious system, not excepting Christianity 

itself, is based upon the foundations of the past. What we find in 

Abraham is a new point of departure. Religious beliefs, opinions, laws, 

and ideals, which he inherited, are, by a power which we cannot 

explain but can only define as the inspiration of God, purified and 

elevated, with the result that religion starts afresh with him on a higher 

level. The affirmation of the truth of monotheism and the rejection of 

human sacrifice in the worship of God would, apart from other 

considerations, make Abraham rank among the foremost religious 

reformers the world has seen. 

1 Abraham married another wife, named Keturah. 2 The children she 

bore him were Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and 

Shuah. 5 Abraham gave everything he owned to Isaac. 6 To the sons 

of Abraham's secondary wives, Abraham gave gifts and, while he was 

still living, sent them away from his son Isaac to land in the 

east. 7 Abraham lived to the age of 175. 8 Abraham took his last 

breath and died after a good long life, a content old man, and he was 

placed with his ancestors. 9 His sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in 

the cave in Machpelah, which is in the field of Zohar's son Ephron the 

Hittite, near Mamre. 10 Thus Abraham and his wife Sarah were both 
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buried in the field Abraham had purchased from the Hittites. 11 After 

Abraham's death, God blessed his son Isaac, and Isaac lived in Beer-

lahai-roi. 12 These are the descendants of Ishmael, Abraham's son, 

whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's servant, bore for 

Abraham. 13 These are the names of Ishmael's sons, by their names 

and according to their birth order: Nebaioth, Ishmael's oldest son; 

Kedar; Adbeel; Mibsam; 14 Mishma; Dumah; Massa; 15 Hadad; 

Tema; Jetur; Naphish; and Kedemah. 16 These are Ishmael's sons. 

These are their names by their villages and their settlements: twelve 

tribal leaders according to their tribes. 

Commentary 

The descendants of Ishmael settled generally in N. Arabia. The Lord 

kept his promise to Abraham about Ishmael, whose children became 

leaders of twelve tribes, similar to the twelve tribes of Israel. 
 

The Lord bless us and keep us;  

the Lord make his face to shine upon us and be gracious to us; 

the Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace. 
 


