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September 20, 2020 
Hebrews 13:1-16 
 
This is the last study in Hebrews for I CONNECT. I believe it is a timely study for what we are experiencing in 

the USA and the World today. We continue to see humankinds inhumanity to humankind expressed on 
television and through social means. The racial tensions, the pandemic, the rhetoric associated with political 

campaigning, and families torn apart by opioids and other addictions. The daily drama is sad to me, and I hope 
we can all find some peace in these words from the author of Hebrews to the new Jewish converts to Jesus’ 

teachings. 
God, let it be so. 

Hebrews 13:1-16 

13:1-6. Let brotherly love continue 

1.  Let brotherly love continue. 2.  Don’t forget to show hospitality to strangers, for in doing so, some have 
entertained angels without knowing it. 3.  Remember those who are in bonds, as bound with them; and those 
who are ill-treated, since you are also in the body. 4. Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the bed 
be undefiled: but God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterers.  5.  Be free from the love of money, 
content with such things as you have, for he has said, “I will in no way leave you, neither will I in any way 
forsake you.” 6.  So that with good courage we say, “The Lord is my helper. I will not fear. What can man do to 
me?” 

1.  “Let brotherly love continue” 

The word for brotherly love combines two Greek words: philioe – love and adelphos – brother.  Sooo, 
FYI...the city of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania is known as the City of Brotherly Love. 

This is the first of a series of urgings in these verses. I think it is appropriate that it should be first, 
because the person who loves brother and sister will be friendly, cordial and generous—remember those 
in need—honor marriage—love people instead of money. 

With the word “continue,” the author implores them to keep up the good work. 

2a. “Don’t forget to show hospitality to strangers” 

Something to ponder and talk about;  Note the similarity between Philadelphia for brotherly love and 
philoxenia—philos - to love and xenos - stranger.  
                Philoxenia literally means love the stranger or the foreigner. 

The opposite of philoxenia is xenophobia, which is a fear or hatred of strangers or foreigners. The 
Israelites were often xenophobic, and part of that was God-inspired. God told the Israelites to slay 
particular populations lest the foreigners tempt Israel to worship foreign gods. 
       Anything sound familiar about that observation? 

These verses have always bothered me… (Exodus 23:23-24; Deuteronomy 7:1-2; 20:16-18; Joshua 
3:10; 9:24; 1 Samuel 15:2-3).  Read at your convenience and see if you agree with me. 
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Jewish law required Israelites to treat resident aliens with kindness (Exodus 22:21; 23:9; Leviticus 
19:33-34; Deuteronomy 10:19; 14:28; 16:10-11; 24:19). 

So the whole time, Jesus was teaching Jewish law…. They just didn’t recognize it. 

2b. “for in doing so, some have entertained angels without knowing it” 

If you have some time, take a look at Abraham and Sarah who provided hospitality to three strangers—
who turned out to be angels bearing.  Anyone want to share the story with the rest of us:  See Exodus 18. 

3.  “Remember those who are in bonds, as bound with them; and those who are ill-treated, since you are 
also in the body” 

The author appeals to his readers based on the common humanity that they share with the vulnerable (in 
bonds and those who are ill-treated) person. We have all been vulnerable at some point, and we can 
expect to be vulnerable again. 

Consider the prayer requests shared before we begin class—Illnesses, death, loneliness, financial 
difficulties, and the like.  

I believe that it doesn’t matter whether we are rich or poor, black or white, young or old, we are 
vulnerable. It is appropriate then, as Christians, that we demonstrate our brotherly/sisterly love by 
reaching out to others who are vulnerable. 

The following verses are where the author of Hebrews quits preaching and begins to meddle. 

4a. “Let marriage be held in honor among all” 

We are to honor marriage—both our own marriage and the marriages of neighbors and co-workers. This 
means honoring the vows that we made at our wedding—and the vows that our neighbors made at their 
weddings. It means treating our spouse with respect.  

Consider what a different world it would be if people would honor marriage. 

What do you think the world might look and act like if all marriages were honored by all people? 

4b. “Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the bed be undefiled 

Jews went to great lengths to avoid ritual abuse—in particular by avoiding contact with anything 
unclean. People could also be defiled by adultery, idolatry, unfaithfulness to God, and unethical 
behavior in general. 

Keeping the marriage bed pure means treating our spouse with respect and consideration both in and out 
of bed. It means giving as well as receiving pleasure—and not demanding anything that our spouse 
would find distasteful. 

4c. “but God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterers” 

The word “judge” in this context equates to condemnation. 
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5. “Be free from the love of money, content with such things as you have, for he has said, ‘I will in no way 
leave you, neither will I in any way forsake you'” 

Jesus said, “You aren’t able to serve God and Mammon” (Luke 16:13).  
Paul says, “The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some have been led astray from the faith in 
their greed, and have pierced themselves through with many sorrows” (1 Timothy 6:10).  

5. “content with such things as you have” 

Paul said that he had learned to be content with what he had (Philippians 4:11). That is a prescription for 
happiness. Love of money and material things is a prescription for life on a treadmill—fearing the day 
that we will stumble. It’s also a prescription for spending one’s life climbing a ladder that proves, at the 
end, to be leaning against the wrong wall. The person who always wants more can never be satisfied. 

6. “So that with good courage we say, ‘The Lord is my helper. I will not fear. What can man do to me?” 

He is quoting Psalm 118:6, “Yahweh is on my side. I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?” Paul 
expressed the same idea: “If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31). 

I like to think of this as an equation…One person plus God equals a majority. (Gospel according 
to ????) 

Hebrews 13:7-8. Remember your leaders 

7.  Remember your leaders, men who spoke to you the word of God, and considering the results of their 
conduct, imitate their faith. 8.  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

7a. “Remember your leaders, men who spoke to you the word of God” 

Take a little stroll through what we have already studied in Hebrews to see how the unknown author has led to 
this verse with specific examples in earlier chapters of a number of the historic giants of the faith: 

• Moses (3:5). 
• Joshua (4:8). 
• Abel (11:4). 
• Enoch (11:5). 
• Noah (11:7) 
• Abraham (11:8, 17). 
• Sarah (11:11). 
• Isaac (11:20). 
• Jacob (11:21). 
• Joseph (11:22). 
• Moses (11:23-29). 
• Rahab (11:31). 
• Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets (11:32-35). 
• Women who received their dead by resurrection (11:35). 
• Others who were tortured, tempted, and slain (11:36-38). 

I believe those were men and women of faith whose faith is worthy of imitation. 

7b. “and considering the results of their conduct, imitate their faith” 
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However, there are other leaders that these believers should respect and emulate. These are the leaders 
who shared the Gospel with them in the first place—and who continue in leadership roles in the church. 

8. “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever” 

Other leaders come and go—live and die—but Jesus Christ was in the beginning (John 1:1), was born in 
human form to minister to us, and ascended to his throne in heaven, where he reigns today. He has been 
the same throughout that journey, and will be the same throughout eternity. 

Hebrews 13:9-14. Don’t be carried away by strange teachings 

HOMEWORK IDEA!!!! 

JUST AN EXPERIMENT, BUT I WOULD LIKE FOR YOU TO EXEGETE (To interpret 
based on your own research and observations) THESE VERSES.  

9.  Don’t be carried away by various and strange teachings, for it is good that the heart be established by 
grace, not by food, through which those who were so occupied were not benefited.  10.  We have an altar from 
which those who serve the holy tabernacle have no right to eat. 11.  For the bodies of those animals, whose 
blood is brought into the holy place by the high priest as an offering for sin, are burned outside of the camp. 12.  
Therefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people through his own blood, suffered outside of the gate. 13.  
Let us therefore go out to him outside of the camp, bearing his reproach. 14.  For we don’t have here an 
enduring city, but we seek that which is to come. 

9.  Don’t be carried away by various and strange teachings, for it is good that the heart be established by grace, 
not by food, through which those who were so occupied were not benefited.  

  

10.  We have an altar from which those who serve the holy tabernacle have no right to eat. 

11.  For the bodies of those animals, whose blood is brought into the holy place by the high priest as an offering 
for sin, are burned outside of the camp. 

12.  Therefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people through his own blood, suffered outside of the gate. 

13.  Let us therefore go out to him outside of the camp, bearing his reproach. 

14.  For we don’t have here an enduring city, but we seek that which is to come.  

HEBREWS 13:15-16. OFFER A SACRIFICE OF PRAISE TO GOD CONTINUALLY 

15.  Through him, then, let us offer up a sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of lips which 
proclaim allegiance to his name. 16  But don’t forget to be doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices 
God is well pleased. 

I believe this verse ties the Hebrews author to what had already been clearly written by Matthew:  

When asked “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the law?” Jesus responded, “‘You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first 
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and great commandment. A second likewise is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ The 
whole law and the prophets depend on these two commandments” (Matthew 22:36-40). 

Verse 15 tells us how love for God needs to manifest itself. Verse 16 tells us how love for neighbor 
needs to manifest itself. 

15. “Through him, then, let us offer up a sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of lips 
which proclaim allegiance to his name” 

Jewish law required animal sacrifices as an expression of devotion to God. That was a God-given 
mandate, so we have no quarrel with that. However, the author of Hebrews offers an even more 
powerful way of expressing our devotion to God. He calls it “a sacrifice of praise to God,” and says that 
it should be a continual sacrifice rather than something that is offered only occasionally. 

He further clarifies his meaning by telling us that the sacrifice involves “the fruit of lips which proclaim 
allegiance to his name.” 
           What do you think about this verse? 

16. “But don’t forget to be doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased” 

In the beginning of this chapter, the author said, “Let brotherly love continue. Don’t forget to show 
hospitality to strangers…. Remember those who are in bonds…. Let marriage be held in honor among 
all, and let the bed be undefiled…. Be free from the love of money” (13:1-5). 

We noted above that brotherly love is rightly the first in this list, because brotherly (and sisterly, and 
parently, and friendly, and enemyly (??) ) love will prompt all the other virtues, such as hospitality to 
strangers and visiting those in prison. 

“Be free from the love of money” might seem that it doesn’t fit here, but it does.  

I think we have all witnessed people who are lovers of money will find it difficult to make the sacrifices 
involved in helping those in need. He/she will want to sacrifice neither the time nor the money to help 
the other person. 

Interestingly enough, poor people are often more considerate of people in need than well-to-do people, 
because they have experienced hardship, know its pain, and feel a heartfelt compassion for the other 
person in need.  
        And I don’t think that is just my observation.  Your thoughts? 

 
 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the lord make his face to shine on you  

and be gracious to you  
and give you peace. 

Numbers 6:24-26 


