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Give me a lever long enough and a fulcrum on which to place it, 
and I shall move the world. 

                                                                                        Archimedes 
FORGIVENESS 

Gaining wisdom is much more than determining a course of study for our lives and 
careers. It is more than having the knowledge and procedures for moving heavy objects 
with leverage as Archimedes noted in his words two centuries BC. Knowing such is like a 
young person just knowing the rules. Aged wisdom knows not only the rules, but also 
the exceptions.  

Wisdom goes far beyond being educated. It is more than becoming proficient in 
mathematics, history, physics, language arts, or music. All of our studies have led us to 
being more intelligent and competent. We can all be grateful for that fact. In my mind, 
real wisdom comes from experiencing life by trial and error. 
 
It is clearly evident that a child touching a candle flame is, within seconds, a wise 
person. The child will retain information about the consequences of fire that will last 
until a last breath. Leaping off a high wall is only required once to gain wisdom to 
calculate a safe footage from top to ground to survive and continue running. The first 
time I failed to tighten a saddle cinch made me a wise boy when in a fast gallop, the 
saddle slipped to the side. A strained shoulder gave me wisdom about the importance of 
being thorough in all things potentially dangerous. 
 
A favorite nephew (only favored because Mark is the one I’m quoting here) shared a 
training moment with his son (a favored..only..great nephew). The setting for the story 
surrounded his young son and one of his friends. Apparently they had a coin that would 
give them entrance into a gaming facility. While playing outdoors one of the boys 
dropped the coin and it fell in the crack between boards on a porch. They were upset 
and begged Mark to help them get it out. He instructed them to get it on their own. They 
asked, How? 
 
Mark’s words are where great wisdom is born. He said, “Figure it out!” He walked away 
leaving two young men to find an answer. Wisdom comes from figuring it out. It comes 
from realizing there is a problem, searching for options, settling on a possibility, and 
retrieving the valued coin. I love that about life. 
 
King Solomon penned the book of Proverbs. Proverbs is often referred to as the book of 
wisdom. The proverb I really love about forgiveness is “Love prospers when a fault is 



forgiven.” In the same verse, Solomon writes “dwelling on it separates close friends.” 
Human beings who fail to figure it out when it comes to forgiving others risk separating 
close or potential friends. Solomon wrote Proverbs to offer instruction, wisdom and 
understanding. I believe his intentions are to help others gain an understanding of 
judgment and equity, to acquire simple judiciousness, and to share knowledge of 
forgiveness to young or uninformed old. 
 
The wise are realistic about other people. They recognize the extraordinary pressures 
everyone is under to follow their own desires, defend their interests, and seek their own 
pleasures. Anxiety can make some appear mean and decisively evil, but to follow that 
thought would be to over-personalize the issue. With a sense of wisdom, I will take this 
thought no further.  
 
The wise are slow to anger and judge. Wisdom doesn’t leap to the worst conclusions 
about what is going on in the minds of others. In wisdom, we forgive from a proper 
sense of facing life’s difficulties. In wisdom, we embrace friends, family, and strangers 
who are encased in frustrated motivations, disillusionments, and not yet achieved 
yearnings.  
 
The wise appreciate the pressures people are under. Of course they shouted, of course 
they were rude, naturally they want to overtake on the inside lane. The wise are 
generous to the reasons for which people might not be nice. They feel less persecuted by 
the aggression and meanness of others, because they have a sense of where it comes 
from…a place of hurt. 
 
Forgiveness is an amazing lever and fulcrum capable of encouraging the discouraged, 
strengthening the weaker among us, and introducing all to God’s Peace and eternal love. 
 
Peace always, 

Ted 


