
Don’t Throw Away Those Papers! 

…at least not until you decide whether they form part of your family’s history. The objectives of the 

Jewish Archives and Historical Society of Edmonton and Northern Alberta (JAHSENA) are to collect; 

preserve and make accessible for public benefit the history and artifacts of the Jewish people of our city 

and region. 

What Types of Records is the Archives Looking For? 

Personal Records of Individuals  

These include correspondence, diaries, scrapbooks, drawings, photographs, films, audio and video 

tapes, organizational membership materials, or business records – any material that an individual has 

created, used or received during his or her lifetime. These materials provide insight into the interests, 

occupations and life of an individual which contributes to knowledge about our community. If the 

individual wishes to keep any originals, the Archives will make a copy and return the original to the 

donor. 

Corporate or Organizational Records 

Operational records that document the core functions of a business: its essential activities, decisions, 

legal obligations and responsibilities, such as policies and procedures, minutes, legal agreements, 

newsletters, records of assets.  

If privacy is a concern, the donor of materials may set access restrictions to anything of a sensitive 

nature. For these types of records, the Archives prefers to restrict the records for a period of time rather 

than destroy the material. 

How Does Donation of Materials Work? 

The donor is asked to gift the material to the Archives by signing a Certificate of Gift. Once materials are 

donated, they become the legal and physical property of the Archives and therefore of the Edmonton 

Jewish community. Over time, collectively these materials will provide a picture of the Jewish 

communities of Edmonton and Northern Alberta for the benefit of future generations.   

So, DON’T DISCARD – DONATE!   Your grandchildren and great grandchildren will 

thank you! 

If you have any questions about what to donate or need more information please call Colleen at the 

JAHSENA office at 780 – 489-2809 or by email at jahsena@shaw.ca 
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