
Hello, 
 
Since the emergence of COVID-19, there has been a rise in racism in Canada and 
around the world. This human rights crisis has shone a powerful light on the segments 
of society most affected by racism and exclusion, who tend to be the ones most 
negatively affected by the pandemic. Black people, racialized people, Indigenous 
peoples and religious minorities are among the most affected due to the enduring 
legacy and ongoing impacts of colonialism and systemic racism.  
 
Without a deliberate human rights-based approach and an anti-racist ethical lens, the 
crisis will continue to exacerbate existing inequalities and endanger lives across the 
country. It's never been clearer that we all need to reflect on how white privilege, deeply 
embedded systemic racism, and unchecked racial biases continue to exist in Canada, 
and contribute to injustice and inequality.  
 
In light of this disturbing trend, the Canadian Human Rights Commission and the federal 
Anti-Racism Secretariat at Canadian Heritage have come together to organize one 
event focussing on different ways in which racism is shaping the pandemic and 
opportunities for a human rights-based societal response. This live and recorded Web 
event will convene advocates and experts from across disciplines to raise awareness 
about the disproportionate negative effects of COVID-19 on Black people, racialized 
people, Indigenous peoples and religious minorities in Canada, from an intersectional 
perspective.  
 
Details of the Web event:  

September 16, 2020, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. (Eastern Daylight Time) 
 
With keynote speakers: 

• Larry Rousseau, Executive Vice-President of the Canadian Labour Congress 
• Wes Hall, ICD.D, Executive Chairman and Founder of Kingsdale Advisors and 

Founder of the BlackNorth Initiative 
• Gina Wilson, Deputy Minister of Diversity, Inclusion and Youth at Canadian 

Heritage 
 
To register for this event, please consult the Registration Page.  
 
For more information, please contact the federal Anti-Racism Secretariat at: pch.sdcr-
arsec.pch@canada.ca.  
 
We look forward to your participation in this important conversation. We all have a role 
to play in dismantling racism in Canada.   
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