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Dr. Peter Sabo, Belzberg Professor in Jewish Studies

OCTOBER 2020

BELZBERG FAMILY AND JEWISH FEDERATION OF
EDMONTON PROFESSORSHIP IN JEWISH STUDIES
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA
PERMANENTLY ENDOWED

The Jewish Federation of Edmonton, together with the assistance
from Our Parents’ Home, the Dianne and Irving Kipnes Foundation,
and the Belzberg Foundation, has secured funding in order to
permanently endow the professorship in Jewish Studies at the
University of Alberta. Through this generous funding, the Jewish
Federation of Edmonton continues its important support of Jewish
education throughout Alberta. Dr. Peter Sabo is the current Belzberg
Professor in Jewish Studies and will be the inaugural Belzberg Family
and Jewish Federation of Edmonton Professor in Jewish Studies. He
has been available to speak to various local Jewish organizations
including the Jewish Federation of Edmonton, on various topics. By
permanently endowing the position at the University of Alberta, not
only will the student body benefit, but Jewish students will be able to
learn more about our people, our history and our heritage, and the
community will benefit as a result, both directly and indirectly. We
thank the generous donors to this project.

HAKOL | VOLUME 8, #1

OCTOBER 2020
VOLUME 8, #1

HAKOL

The Voice of the Jewish Federation of Edmonton

JEWISH FEDERATION OF EDMONTON, JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE OF
EDMONTON AND EDMONTON JEWISH COMMUNITY CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
ANNOUNCE STACEY LEAVITT-WRIGHT AS NEW CEO
Stacey Leavitt-Wright

We are excited to announce that after an
exhaustive search, the Jewish Federation of
Edmonton, Jewish Community Centre of
Edmonton and Edmonton Jewish Community
Charitable Foundation have hired Stacey
Leavitt-Wright as our new Chief Executive Officer.
Stacey will be joining the organizations in the autumn, after
Simchat Torah, in order to further familiarize herself with day
to day operations, before fully taking over from Debby
Shoctor, who is retiring, on January 2, 2021.
We would like to thank Debby for her dedication to our
community over the past 6 ½ years as our CEO and for her
decades of professional and volunteer work. We wish Debby
the best in her retirement.
Stacey grew up in Montreal, Quebec and has been active in
the Jewish community wherever she has lived. In 1994, she
earned her Bachelor of Commerce from McGill University,

and in 1998 she earned a Master of Arts from Concordia
University.
Stacey and her husband Erin began their family in London,
Ontario where she was an active lay leader.
In 2007 they moved to Edmonton with their three daughters
Jordyn, Abby and Zoe. Since that time, Stacey has been heavily
involved as a volunteer throughout our community and has
devoted her time to many different community organizations,
including the Talmud Torah Society, Congregation Beth Shalom,
the Aviv Israeli Folk Dance Association and the Jewish
Federation of Edmonton.
In addition to her volunteer work, Stacey has been a college
instructor, she has acted as a consultant for leadership
development and for the last 10 years has served as the
Managing Editor of a medical journal.
Stacey brings with her an infectious enthusiasm to strengthen
and grow our community. We look forward to introducing her
formally to the community in the coming months.

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF EDMONTON,
THE JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE OF EDMONTON,
AND THE EDMONTON JEWISH COMMUNITY CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
Will be held on Wednesday, December 9, 2020
Commencing at 7:00 pm,
at Beth Shalom Synagogue Upper Auditorium
11916 Jasper Ave., Edmonton, Alberta
Required AHS measures will be observed. Pre-registration of attendance with a signed COVID waiver is required.
If the Government of Alberta permits us to proceed electronically at any time prior to December 9, 2020,
we will move to an online meeting.
For the purpose of:
Reviewing the financial results for the fiscal year just ended.
2. Receiving an update on past activity.
3. Elections of slates of Directors for the organizations.
4. Amending the Bylaws/Articles of the various organizations.
In accordance with the Bylaws of the Jewish Federation of Edmonton, the Nominating Committee is giving notice that at the upcoming Annual General Meeting, there will be up
1.

to 10 vacancies to the Board of Directors of the Jewish Federation of Edmonton, of which 6 are for a 3-year term, 2 are for a 2-year term, and 2 are for a 1-year term.
Any Member of the Jewish Federation of Edmonton (any individual 18 years of age or older who made a contribution between
September 1, 2019 and August 31, 2020 in the sum of at least $18.00, or any one individual 18 years of age or older who made a joint contribution with another person
between September 1, 2019 and August 31, 2020 in the sum of at least $36.00) who would like to submit their name for consideration by the Nominating Committee to stand
for election to the Board of Directors of the Jewish Federation of Edmonton may do so in writing to ceo@edjfed.org on or before October 24, 2020. Additional nominations
must be made by three nominating Members and include the signature of the proposed nominee, who must also be a Member. Additional nominations may be made in
writing and delivered to the Chief Executive Officer (in person) up to and including November 25, 2020, and must be made by three nominating Members and include the
signature of the proposed nominee, who must also be a member.
Please note that the bylaws do not allow for nominations from the floor. All nominations are as set out above.
Any Member who would like to add any additional business to be conducted at the Annual General Meeting
may do so in writing to the Chief Executive Officer up to and including November 25, 2020.

Any request must be endorsed by signature of 20 Members. Please pre-register for this meeting by emailing: ceo@edjfed.org
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
By Steve Shafir

As I write this, summer has come and gone.
Despite the ongoing Pandemic, we have been
very busy at the Jewish Federation of Edmonton. Some of the highlights that I want to
discuss briefly are our 2020-2021 Zoom

speaker series and the announcement of the endowment of
the Belzberg Foundation and Jewish Federation of
Edmonton Professorship in Jewish Studies at the University
of Alberta.
We announced the latter early this summer and are truly
honoured to be the namesake of an important cornerstone
in Jewish education in Edmonton and Alberta. We hope that
we will be able to have Professor Sabo back to discuss more
with us in the coming months and years.
Over the next number of months, as we continue to be
limited in what we can do face-to-face, we are excited to
announce seven speakers who we are happy to be bringing
to you through an online platform. Over the next nine
months, you will get to hear from Yonah Bob about
happenings in Israel as part of a special event for UJA. As
well, our speaker series, which is co-sponsored by National
Council of Jewish Women and Talmud Torah (see p.4). We
believe that these speakers will help us all come together,
listen and learn, and hopefully see faces in the community
that we aren’t seeing regularly in person.
Most of my time over the past number of months has
been dedicated to looking to the future of our organization.
As I advised in my last article, and as Debby discusses in
hers, she will be retiring at the end of this year. We are in
the final stages of our CEO search and I must thank the
dedication and hard work of our committee members –
David Eisenstat, Lisa Miller, Shea Pertman and Ram
Romanovsky. Together with myself, the amount of time put
in by these committee members does not go unrecognized.
Our community is in debt to these individuals for being
involved in this search.
My next article to you will be my first with a new CEO,
something I am very excited about. At that time, I will
also provide a full report of our committee. While looking to
the future, I would be remiss in not highlighting Debby’s
contributions to Jewish life in Edmonton.
Over the last 6 ½ years, Debby has led the Jewish
Federation of Edmonton with professionalism and poise.
Debby’s steadfast approach to ensuring the wellbeing and
future of our community will leave a legacy of financial
prudence, a solid staff and a base of programming which
any prospective successor could only benefit from.
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The position of CEO of the Jewish Federation of Edmonton
is one in which the person holding it is often in the hotseat.
Everyone had advice for Debby as to how she could do her
job better, as to how she could improve. I don’t know how
many times she was legitimately thanked enough for her
hard work and her dedication to her job, to the Jewish
Federation of Edmonton and to Jewish life in Edmonton, so I
want sincerely express my appreciation personally and on
behalf of the entire Jewish community.
Debby, I will miss working with you. I will miss your
input and your wisdom in the coming year, my last as
President. I hope that you enjoy your retirement, and I
deeply appreciate your willingness to help bring our new
CEO on board. I want to wish everyone a Shana Tovah. May
this year be one in which we can all meet again, in person.

JFED CEO Debby Shoctor and President Steven Shafir
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FROM THE CEO'S DESK
By Debby Shoctor

My tenure at the Jewish Federation of Edmonton is coming to an end this December, and
I want to let you all know that I am grateful for
the experience of working for the betterment
of this community for the past six and a half
years as your CEO.
Of course, I have really worked in this community both as
a volunteer and a professional for much of the last 34 years,
and will continue to volunteer for many more, but I have
decided that it is time for me to stop and smell the roses,
and pursue some other interests for now.
I am grateful to all of the wonderful volunteers, Jewish
Professionals and others whom I have worked with over the
past few years, both in Edmonton, across Canada, in the US
and in Israel. We are very lucky that we belong to an
international network that is really like one big extended
family, or mishpocha. I have had the pleasure of working
with lay and staff members from many local Jewish and nonJewish organizations here in Edmonton, with Jewish
Federations across Canada, with JFC-UIA, CIJA, JFNA, the
Israeli Government and Western Canadian Consulate, with
our Coast-to-Coast P2G family, both in Canada in Israel, with
foundations and organizations too numerous to mention.
It has been quite a ride, and I am thoroughly exhausted.
But I will forever be grateful for the experiences I have had,
and the friends I have made as a result.
Here in Edmonton, I am very proud of the strides we have
made as a community over the past few years. During my
tenure as CEO, we instituted the Integrated Bursary
Program, which allows people to apply for bursaries at our
schools and camps, and for our programs, in an
anonymous, dignified and equitable process, therefore
offering opportunity for all, and eliminating bias. This
program has been a success for the past five years, and has
provided over 250 kids with scholarships and bursaries so
that they can engage in Jewish Life.
A large part of my time with Federation has been spent on
the JCC issue. We had meetings with consultants, parlour
meetings, town halls, did community surveys and met with
architects, planners and other organizations in an attempt
to plan a new JCC for this community. Unfortunately, these
plans came to a halt about a year and a half ago. Now, in
retrospect, with Covid-19, that may have been for the best,
but at least we still have the money from the sale, with
interest, safely invested for the future of the community. On
the theme of ensuring the future of this community, I think
we have made great strides. We have always run a zerobalanced budget, and have always been in the black, never
the red, always with surpluses, which we distributed to our
05

various beneficiaries. Although our campaign has shrunk over
the years due to economic circumstances, and our
community is aging, we still manage to do a lot for a small
community of less than 5000 souls.
We have managed to consolidate our five corporate entities
into three, and are on the verge of moving the Foundation
into the Edmonton Community Foundation, where I am sure it
will thrive and multiply.
We have grown the Foundation, supported our
beneficiaries, applied for and gotten numerous grants,
received unexpected bequests and support from community
members, and our investments have grown. We are well on
our way to a secure future.
In fact, we have even established a permanent, endowed
Professorship in Jewish Studies at the University of Alberta,
which is now permanently endowed.
Early on in my tenure, I attended my first GA of JFNA in
Washington DC, an amazing experience, and I urge you all to
partake at least once in your lives. I brought a program back
from that GA called Good Deeds Day, which has been a
successful event in our community for about six years now,
and has included volunteering at the Food Bank, a Blood
Drive, TT Clean-up, volunteering at Hope Mission, the Bissell
Centre and Kid’s Cottage. All these experiences have been
extremely rewarding.
During my tenure, we moved our offices downstairs (my
second move with JFE), which was a difficult slog, but worked
out well for us, and have signed leases for our offices and
contracted subtenants to share the space with us. We have
used this temporary JCC to good effect, hosting other
organizations, both Jewish and non-Jewish to meet here. For
an organization without a permanent home, we have done
well by our rented space, which has served as a home base
for many organizations, meetings and activities.
We hired our first dedicated Security Officer, whose
expertise has been a boon to the community. We continued
to meet with the Jewish Community Liaison Committee of the
Edmonton Police Service, with Hate Crimes, and with the
Chief’s Advisory Committee. We instituted Security grants to
the synagogues for High Holidays, and distributed additional
monies. Tal has also met with all community organizations to
help them revise and upgrade their security plans, and has
put them in touch with security training opportunities and
companies who could help them. We also took cyber-security
training for the staff, and upgraded the security systems in
our own offices thanks to a generous landlord and a grant
from the EJCCF. I believe this community is infinitely safer
now, then when I started.
Continued p.7
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FROM THE CEO'S DESK CONTINUED

In terms of communications, I believe we have upped our
game as well. We continue to publish our JFED e-weekly
every week to keep the community informed, update the
website regularly, publish the HaKol three times a year,
maintain numerous Facebook pages, twitter accounts,
Instagram, and send Constant Contact bulletins to keep
people informed, including doing Funeral Announcements
for the Chevra Kadisha when necessary. We utilize and
support the Alberta Jewish News, and mail information to
our Seniors. I believe all of our publications have become
more professional.
In terms of Holocaust Education, we have held many
interesting programs, restored the Holocaust Monument,
got various new grants, including for restoration, antiRacism and the ongoing Kipnes foundation grant for
Symposium, and the new Russ Joseph bursary for Holocaust
Education. We have sent many students on March of the
Living, the Asper trip to Washington, Birthright and P2G.
We have built bridges to Israel through the P2G program,
sending and receiving hundreds of students and delegates
here in Edmonton, and from our partnership region for
programs and conferences, and have travelled to Israel to
meet with them there. We funded scholarships at Tel Hai
College, refurbished a JCC in Yesod Hamala, sent kids from
there to March of the Living, and most recently funded
regional counsellors in honour of Ivan’s Birthday.
Our donors continue to fund important projects in Israel
through JAFI and P2G, as well as help poor Jews in the FSU
through direct and indirect donations to JDC and World ORT.
We have run several successful Emergency Campaigns to
deal with disasters in Israel, the US and right here at home
for the fires in Slave Lake and Fort MacMurray.
We have run many, many successful programs each year,
including Yom Ha’atzmaut celebrations, Chanukah and
other holiday parties for PJ Library, JCORE get-togethers and
educational and cultural sessions, had a successful Hillel
program at U of A, commemorated important events like
Kristallnacht, Yom Hashoah and Yom Hazikaron, successful
UJA opening events at the Citadel, hosted great ,speakers
like Yonah Bob, Goldberg-Tobin, Joe Patrouch, Ellen Bessner,
Sherri Wise, Eleanor Reissa, Omer & Tomer, Eva Olsson,
Ambassador Lyons, Consul General Galit Baram, presented
a Righteous Gentile Award and co-hosted the Pittsburgh
Memorial, truly a low point in our recent history, but a very
rewarding evening to see all those who came out to support
the community. Other programs included Israeli
Ambassador Rafael Barak, the Premier’s visit on Yom
Ha’atzmaut, holiday visits with the Archbishop, to other
community groups and organizations like the Al Rashid,
Mosque celebrating Pride Shabbat,
07

Drag show at Encore Lounge, Fed talks, Israeli sing-a-longs,
etc.
Our Heritage Days celebration, now in its 36th year, won
more awards than ever before, topping it off with our most
successful awards season ever last year. A big thank-you to all
the volunteers, dancers, chairs and staff who helped with that
over the years. This event is the most physically difficult event
we do, and I was lucky not to have to do it one last time this
year, as I seriously think it would have killed me. However, it
was sad not to have it, even though it did occur online.
Our Film Festival, now in its 26th year, continues to be a
huge success, even more so this year as an online festival.
I have to thank all the Film Festival chairs, committee
members and staff I have worked with over the years for this,
it has truly been a pleasure working with you, and it is one of
the most enjoyable events which we do. I have also truly
enjoyed our community relations and lobbying efforts over
the years, both through meeting in person with MPs, MLAs
and City Council members, writing letters to the editor,
appearing on TV and Radio, commenting about Antisemitism,
meeting with newspaper editors, Hate Crimes, schmoozing at
the annual Wine & Cheese, etc. Most of this has been with our
current President, Steve Shafir, who is as interested in this
area as I am, and made dealing with such difficult subject
matter much easier for me.
I also think we have made great strides in the office, and
with governance and regulation by instituting things like a
personnel manual, staff contracts, job descriptions,
confidentiality and conflict of interest agreements, policies,
Bylaw revisions, etc. I can truly say that our procedures and
practices are up-to-date as never before.
Lately, we have had some tough decisions to make because
of COVID, and the economic downturn, in terms of funding,
staffing and programming. Life has not been easy in our
community, or in the Jewish world. More changes are coming,
but I am sure we will weather this storm, as we always have.
We are resilient, and we will persist.
In conclusion, I want to sincerely thank all the presidents
and leadership, as well as the staff and volunteers whom I
have worked with throughout my tenure – you have made my
time here much easier and more enjoyable. Thank you,
Presidents Stephanie, Ellery, and Steve. Thank you, UJA chairs,
Howie, Ron, Karen, Lisa, Stacey and Suzanne. Thank you,
Susan, Tal, Jennifer, Dani, Elianna, Sapir, Yaara, Betty, Orna,
Daniel, Joey, Eli and Jason. Thank you, Board and Executive
members, Volunteers, friends and supporters, Committee
chairs, and especially family members who had to put up with
all those evening meetings, events, Heritage Days, Film
Festivals and pleas for advice or proofreading, or a lending of
an ear or a shoulder to cry on. It’s been a great ride and I wish
the community and the organization every success in the
future. Debby Shoctor, CEO
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EDMONTON UJA KICK-OFF
By Susan Schiffman

Shana Tova Canada! On September 13th,
Edmonton UJA Kicked off the Campaign with a
star-studded virtual show that offered a terrific
tribute to Canadian Jewish unity and hope. “A
Celebration of Federation: Canadian Rosh
Hashanah” is a joint effort of the 11 Jewish Federations of
Canada. With rich content contributed by all of the
participating communities, performances and shout-outs
from Jewish celebrities, and lots of wry humor from host
Andy Nulman, Just for Laughs Co-Founder, this Canada-wide
show brings us great pride in Federation, a very strong
sense of solidarity and togetherness, after months of
distancing, and optimism for the year to come.
10,000 viewers from coast to coast tuned in to watch,
ringing in the New Year as one. First-up in the show was a
close-up look at the Federation response to COVID-19.
Through a montage of photos and videos, gathered countrywide, we sensed the power of the emergency campaigns
that delivered Passover Meals, groceries, protective gear,
and necessities to the sick, the elderly, and the isolated. We
also understand how adaptable Federations were in crisis,
quickly pivoting to virtual programs and outdoor events, to
serve their communities.
There are lots of familiar faces including Edmonton’s Aviv
Dancers, The Jewish Seniors Drop-In Centre’s Urban Polling
Class, Matt and Tami Cairns and family at a Talmud Torah
virtual event, and a BBQ for Camp BB Riback volunteers.
Edmonton CEO, Debby Shoctor and UJA Campaign Chair
Howie Sniderman join their counterparts around the county
with remarks about the Federation emergency response. In
good keeping with the best Jewish gatherings, the show puts
the kids front and center. Adorable children from around
Canada give their thoughts on what Rosh Hashanah means
to them. Their comments range from the very wise “We
should be happy and be kind to each other in the New Year”
to the totally silly “This year we celebrate the year 62,000”.
You don’t have to be related to them to find them
completely delightful. Don’t miss Edmonton kids Nava and
Lexi Shafir and Jeremy Toubiana.
Like any real Jewish holiday event, this one includes advice
from bubbies. Old Bubbies, young Bubbies, heymish, greyhaired Bubbies and elegant, blond Bubbies advise viewers
about the best Rosh Hashanah recipes. From Challah to
tzimmes, kneidlach, to knishes, they reveal their holiday
cooking secrets. These Bubbies are funny, loveable, and not
to be missed. You will see Edmonton’s Paula Weil give tips
on how to make a perfect apple challah.
Then, in the show’s most moving and profound moments,
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Holocaust survivors from throughout the country bring us
wise words about enduring hardship and celebrating life.
Anna Linetsky from Edmonton, gives uplifting guidance for
the New Year. Take out your handkerchiefs! There are
surprise cameos from Canadian and American-Jewish
sports, culture and show biz icons from hockey player Zach
Hyman to actor Henry Winkler, to sex therapist Dr. Ruth.
The stand-out moments are the three musical
performances. The great Jewish acapella group, The
Maccabeats, usher in the New Year with Bashanah Haba’ah.
The beautiful Nikki Yanofsky gives a lovely rendition of
“You’ve Got a Friend’ and the very talented Sophie Millman
ends with two beautiful songs for tough times: David Broza’s
“YiHye Tov” and the Broadway classic, “Look to the
Rainbow”. Just before the close, Andy Nulman introduces
“the sultans of shofar” who blow Tekiahs, Shevarims and
Teruahs from all around Canada. Keep an eye out for the
guy in the hat, he is our own Seth Glick.
In a contest for longest Tekiah Gedolah, 11 blowers
compete, dropping off the screen, one by one, until only the
winner is left: Evan Green of Ottawa takes the prize, after
blowing for 32 seconds.

Anna Linetsky brings encouraging words for the New Year!

Continued p.17
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UJA CANVASSER TRAINING
By Susan Schiffman

This year, for the UJA Canvasser Training and
BBQ, things were different. Because of COVID19, we could not offer the usual yummy, endof-summer BBQ with hot dogs and burgers So,
we dropped the word BBQ and turned off the
grill.
Yet, thanks to technology and a great canvassing team,
our UJA Canvasser Training was very lively and productive.
Held virtually, via Zoom, on August 31st, the session was
well attended, with 30 canvassers participating. Even the
busiest canvassers found it convenient to join, because they
did not even have to leave home to attend. And, we all got a
chance to schmooze a bit before and after the session,
making it lots of fun, even without burgers.
This year’s special guest was Jewish Fundraising maven
and proud Edmontonian, Daniel Larson. Daniel is a former
Director of Development at Jewish Federation and now
serves as Assistant Director Annual Giving and Alumni
Relations at Brandeis University.
He led a very engaging session entitled “Fundraising Skills
for Difficult Times”. Beginning with a brief introduction on
how COVID -19 was impacting Jewish non-profits, he
delivered the encouraging news that the large majority of
donors intend to maintain or increase support for the
organizations they believe in, in spite of hard times.

Next, Daniel focused on how to engage donors to have
meaningful conversations about Federation’s mission. Lastly,
he focused on how to overcome obstacles, giving really good
suggestions for addressing donor concerns.
The session wrapped up with a fun trivia game -- using
Zoom’s polling feature, canvassers voted for the best answers
to questions about Federation’s history and mission. The team
was strong, and got a pretty high score!
Since we were unable to offer canvassers a meal this year,
Federation/UJA made a donation to Jewish Family Services, on
behalf of the UJA canvassers, to buy Rosh Hashanah food
baskets for our Community’s less fortunate. This year,
Tzedakah replaced burgers at our training session.
The UJA team of 63 canvassers, under the leadership of
Campaign Chair Howie Sniderman, are well-prepared, geared
up, masks on, and ready to go, confident that even in trying
times, our Community will give generously to the Campaign.
We are very fortunate to have this large, experienced and
highly-dedicated canvassing team. When you get a phone call
from your canvasser, please take the time for a meaningful
conversation, and please give generously. For more
information about UJA or to discuss your donation, please
contact Susan Schiffman, Director of Development at 780-4870585 ext. 206 or susans@edjfed.org

Canvasser Training was offered Online This Year

Continued p.15
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EDMONTON JEWISH COMMUNITY CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
By Stephanie Hendin

The Edmonton Jewish Community Charitable
Foundation (EJCCF) helps people support
Jewish causes that are important to them.
The Foundation provides resources to make
the community’s vision a reality,
working in partnership with donors and striving to
ensure the long-term financial security of the Jewish
Community.
Earlier this summer, the EJCCF was pleased to provide
2020 Grant funding to numerous community
beneficiaries. This year the EJCCF committee distributed
funds to Jewish Family Services, the Jewish Senior
Citizen’s Centre, JAHSENA, BBYO, Chabad Lubavitch of
Edmonton, Camp BB – Riback and Our Parents’ Home. A
grant was also given to the Jewish Federation of
Edmonton for sponsorship of the first-time Edmonton
Jewish Film Festival summer online presentation of the
film, When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit. This financial support
provided a free screening available to the entire Jewish
community of a wonderful film during a challenging, stayat-home summer.
The EJCCF Committee has been actively working on
updating the organization’s Bylaws and arranging for
transition of funds to the Edmonton Community
Foundation (ECF). This exciting step forward was voted
on at the December 2019 AGM, and although Covid-19
has slowed the process – the intention is to inform all
donors, prepare new contracts and make this decisive
and important change. The future looks bright with the
management and expertise of the ECF assisting our
Jewish Community Charitable Fund in its future growth
and security. Contributions to the EJCCF continue to be
received from family and friends to the various funds and
new family funds have also been established.
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All enhance the EJCCF’s ability to grow and therefore
distribute grants in our community today and in the future.
New and continued support for the EJCCF can make a
difference today and help to shape the future.
Your gift can be made with:
An outright gift of cash or appreciated assets like
stocks, bonds or life insurance policies.
A bequest in your will - the easiest way to make a
gift. You simply state in your will a dollar amount or a
percentage of your estate to be used for an endowment.
A gift of a new or existing life insurance
policy. By naming the Foundation owner and beneficiary, you
may be able to deduct the premiums from your taxes.
Pension Plans are subject to significant tax
liability, making them ideal instruments to use, in whole or in
part, to create a fund naming the Foundation as the
beneficiary.
For the plan best suited to your personal situation and
charitable objectives, we recommend that you consult with
your legal and financial counsel and with the Edmonton
Jewish Community Charitable Foundation.
A planned gift to the Jewish community ensures the
perpetuation of your family name - no matter where or when
in the future, you can be there to help.
For further information, email: Stephanie.Hendin@gmail.com
to discuss.
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UJA CHAIR LETTER
By Howie Sniderman

Dear Edmonton Jewish Community:
We prepare for the 2020/21 Campaign in a
period of unparalleled moral and economic
upheaval, yet, we are hopeful. In the face of
the monumental challenges caused by the
pandemic, there has been an incredible outpouring of
kindness, solidarity, and philanthropy in Jewish and other
communities, around Canada and around the world.
We believe that our Edmonton Jewish Community will
continue in this spirit of exceptional generosity, through
very strong support of this year’s UJA Campaign. Over the
past four decades we have invested together in UJA,
building a vibrant and robust organization that is the
backbone of Jewish Edmonton.
Through UJA, we have funded key programs and services
that reflect our Jewish values. We have cared for the
vulnerable, advanced Jewish Education and Culture, forged
connections to Israel, advocated for Jewish interests, and
inspired the next generation to embrace Jewish life.

Even as the pandemic pulls us towards other needs and
concerns we must continue to invest in this vision of Jewish
community and Jewish life that is so important now, and
always.
Our Campaign goal is to raise $1 million to fund initiatives
at home, in Israel and overseas. In addition, we will hold an
Over-and-Above Campaign to raise monies in support of the
Chevra Kadisha, to help fund the much-needed expansion
of our cemetery.
Though these are ambitious goals, we are confident that
we can achieve them through the great devotion of our
canvassing team and the great generosity of our donors.
As UJA Chair, I firmly believe that investing in UJA will make
us more vibrant, more connected and more resilient to the
great challenges we face during these times.
Please join us by making a gift to the 2020/21 UJA Campaign.
Howie Sniderman
2020/21 UJA Chair

JEWISH FREE LOAN ASSOCIATION OF EDMONTON
The Impact of Interest-free Loans The JFLA grants
interest-free loans to members of our Jewish Community
who are in need of temporary financial assistance.
We want to share with you a letter of gratitude we
received from one of our successful borrowers.
The letter outlines her path to financial independence,
including the challenges she faced, and support she
obtained from our Edmonton Jewish Community.
“The Edmonton Hebrew Loan Association fund helped
me during an extremely difficult transition in my life
through domestic violence. I had separated, I
had no family, no money, no furniture to comfort &
retreat to. There were no supports to reach out to so I
reached out to my Jewish community, who referred me
to the Hebrew Loan Association.
Through the years I found myself taking small steps
and then the ability to reclaim my dignity and stand on
my feet with the aid and direction of the Hebrew Loan
Association.
I have become successful in my work and have now
decided to begin my own online business presence.
I remain in deep gratitude (to the JFLA) for their immense
patience, concern and dedication to my well-being.
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I endorse anyone feeling isolated, desperate and alone to
reach out just one more time, and connect with the Hebrew
loan association. Success is obtainable.”
For more information, or to apply for an interest-free loan,
please visit jewishedmonton.org.
Our email address is jewishfreeloan@edjfed.org.
Every applicant is met with understanding, and confidentiality
is maintained in our efforts to help in times of need.
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HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL RESTORATION
Thanks to a generous grant from the Government of
Alberta, as well as additional monies from the Holocaust
Education fund, the Holocaust Monument on the
grounds of the Alberta Legislature has been restored.
Erected in 2003 by the Holocaust Education Committee,
and designed by local Artist Susan Owen Kagan, the
monument has served as the focal point for our Yom
Hashoah Remembrance Ceremonies ever since.
The metal sculpture includes a prayer cup suspended
on posts wrapped with barbed wire, conveying the
oppression of the Jewish people. It culminates in
a striking depiction of flames coming out of the cup,
representing the flames of the holocaust. Around the
granite base of the cup are inscribed quotes from
famous people about the Holocaust.
Last year, it became evident that the monument
needed some restoration work done. However, when
Susan investigated, it was determined that this work
would be quite costly. Thanks to some lobbying work
carried out by CEO Debby Shoctor and members of the
Holocaust Education Committee, spearheaded by Gillian
Horwitz, this matter was brought before the Legislature
by MLA Lorne Dach and Infrastructure Minister Prasad
Panda. We then applied for a grant from the Ministry of
Culture, and it was granted, which allowed us to carry out
this important work.
We hope you will take the time to stop by the
monument on the Legislature grounds to see the
restoration work for yourselves. We are ever hopeful
that our Yom Hashoah Ceremonies will take place
there once again in May on Yom Hashoah.
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UPCOMING KRISTALLNACHT PROGRAM
By John Stobbe & Debby Shoctor

As we are experiencing isolation from our friends and
family, we can perhaps draw solace from thinking about
the wartime teenage diarist and Holocaust victim Anne
Frank.
How Anne Frank coped with her two-year isolation whilst
in hiding from the Nazis, facing the possibility of arrest and
certain death every minute of the day. How Nelson
Mandela and Audrey Hepburn’s lives were greatly
influenced by Anne Frank’s diary. The astonishing effect
that learning about Anne Frank has had on people in some
of the world’s most turbulent and violent regions,
breaking down long-held prejudicial views. The dramatic
impact on British prisoners who have gained a greater
perspective on their grievances against society thanks to
Anne's story.
The significant change Anne’s diary has made to millions
of teenagers who have faced adolescent social problems
and have succeeded in raising their ambition and
aspirations thanks to learning her story.
This year, in commemoration of Kristallnacht, we will be
honoured to have as our guest via Zoom, internationally
renowned speaker and author Gillian Parry, MBE, all the
way from London, England. She will host two sessions, one
for adults and one for teens on Sunday, November 8th at
1 and 3 pm respectively. Please watch the JFED and our

website for registration and more information.
Gillian will be giving one of her most popular and richly
illustrated talks, on ‘The Life and Surprising Legacy of
Anne Frank’, via a Zoom live streamed event. The talk will
be around 50 minutes with time for a short Q & A. Gillian
is a hugely popular speaker and has had many years’
speaking, lecturing and
broadcasting experience, in locations such as 10
Downing Street, the United Nations in New York, and
most recently, the Clinton Presidential Library in
Little Rock. As the Co-founder and long-time Executive
Director of the Anne Frank Trust UK, Gillian has been
privileged to meet many people who knew Anne
Frank and shared their personal recollections of her.
In 2010 Gillian was awarded an MBE for services to
education and in 2018, she published her first
book ‘The Legacy of Anne Frank,’ available via Amazon
and other outlets. This event is generously co-sponsored
by the Dutch Canadian Club and the Jewish Federation of
Edmonton.
The DCC is currently fundraising for a statue of Anne
Frank to be erected in Light Horse Park in Old Strathcona,
to which JFE and other community
members have contributed. Stay tuned for the unveiling
ceremony, which will hopefully take place next spring.

Dutch Canadian Club with Anne Frank Statue
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SECURITY UPDATE
By Tal Toubiana

COVID-19 is not a gunman trying to break
into our synagogues,school or the other
places we gather, but it can be just as
deadly. Whether the threat is physical
violence, or preventing the spread of
a terrible disease, our mission is to protect the Edmonton
Jewish community.
We’ve been actively working with our local Jewish
institutions to prevent dangerous and disruptive threats
during the pandemic. While Jewish institutions have long
been a target of hate, additional safety challenges unique
to COVID-19 have emerged.
One disturbing problem has been spate of “Zoom
bombings,” where individuals hijack videoconferencing
for the sole purpose of harassing or offending
participants. Recent stats produced by the FBI shows
cyber-attacks amid COVID-19 hit an all-time high and

warns that hackers are taking advantage of the pandemic to
exploit virtual environments. We continue to enhance the
safety and security of our community by developing best
practices, undertaking threat and vulnerability assessments,
offering grants and planning training and educational
opportunities for when we can safely meet in person and
providing crisis management support during critical
incidents, while serving as the community’s liaison with our
law enforcement partners.
For additional information or security resources, please
contact Federation Head of Security, Tal Toubiana at
talt@edjfed.org or 780.487.0585 Ext. 204

SUMMER AT THE MOVIES

By Susan Schiffman

On August 9th, The Edmonton Jewish Film
Festival built on the success of our Virtual
Film Festival, last May, bringing Edmonton
audiences a new, free, event: Summer at
the Movies.
At a time when many were forced to cancel vacation
plans and limit social contacts, this event was
a particularly welcome distraction.
The feature shown at Summer at the Movies was a new
German film, When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit. Based on
Judith Kerr’s beloved autobiographical book by the same
name, the film tells the true story of a German Jewish
family who escape Nazi Germany, going first to
Switzerland, then to France, eventually settling in
England.
Told through the eyes of nine-year-old girl, it gives a
child’s perspective on leaving home, making new friends,
and discovering a new life. The film was accompanied by
a short film, The Fiddle, a charming animated film based
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on a short story by Sholem Aleichem.
On the day after the film screened, UK Journalist David
Herman, who also spoke during the Virtual Film Festival, made
a return virtual visit from London to Edmonton, to speak about
the film (over Zoom). David, who knew Judith Kerr personally,
and has read her work in depth, gave a very engaging and
thought-provoking talk. The audience
really appreciated his knowledge of the subject and his
thoughtful, insider’s perspective on Kerr’s life and work.
The community’s reception of Summer at the Movies was
very strong. 250 people registered for the film, and almost all
of them tuned in their computers to watch. The distributor
reported that this is an unusually high turnout for one day.
The feedback received from community members was
extremely positive. The event was made possible through a
generous grant from the Edmonton Jewish Community
Charitable Foundation. We are very
grateful for their support.
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EDMONTON HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL
By Tal Toubiana

As expected the 47th annual Edmonton Heritage
Days Festival went virtual. While we couldn’t meet
in person to share our culture and beloved Israel
this year, on August 1st, our award-winning
Pavilion had the opportunity to showcase

past performances, share recipes and take the audience on
a trip down memory lane. If you missed it, you can still visit
the Israel Pavilion at https://www.mcmonth.ca/israel. We
missed seeing all of our volunteers and happy faces and
hope we can welcome everyone back in 2021.

INTEGRATED BURSARY PROGRAM 2020 STATS
Total Applications received:
Total: 29
TT: 28
Camp BB: 1
Asper/Maccabi/BBYO: Maccabi 0, BBYO 0

Total asked minus families who withdrew:
Total: 2
TT: 1
Camp BB: 1
Asper/Maccabi/BBYO: N/A

Number of Appeals:
TT: 0
Camp BB: 0
Asper/Maccabi/BBYO: 0

Total given by other parties after appeals/withdrawals:
TT: $21,872
Camp BB: $0.00
Asper/BBYO/Maccabi: $0.00

Number of Appeals of Appeals:
TT: 0
Camp BB: 0

Total given by Federation:
Total: $139,400
TT: $104,975
Camp BB: $34,425
Asper/BBYO: $0.00

Total asked:
Total: $190,943
TT: $187,700
Camp BB: $3,243
Asper/Maccabi/BBYO: $0.00
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EDMONTON UJA KICK-OFF CONT.
We apologize for the technical issues that interrupted the
show. The large number watching and streaming from
multiple Federation websites caused unexpected problems.
Luckily, the show is available on the Jewish Federation of
Edmonton website, www.jewishedmonton.org, for those
who were unable to watch. It is fun, uplifting and will make
you proud to be a Federation supporter. Don’t miss it! To
make it a week full of fun, we offered two other virtual
events: A Rosh Hashanah Virtual Cooking Class with Israeli
Master Chef Michael Solomonov on September 14th,

and The Communal Kvell, a celebration of Federation
accomplishments produced by Jewish Federations of North
America, which aired on September 16th. Both were great!
If you missed The Communal Kvell, there is a link on the
Federation website, so you can watch. (Solomonov’s Class
was a one-time show, no longer available) Thanks to all of
you for watching and thanks, especially, for supporting
Edmonton/UJA.

Shofar blowers accros Canada, including Seth Glick bottom left.

HILLEL EDMONTON UPDATE
By Lior Erlich

My name is Lior Erlich, and I am really excited to
be the new president of Hillel Edmonton
Student Association. I am going into my fourth
year at the University of Alberta. I have been a
part of Hillel's Student Executive Board for the
past 2 years, and I am glad that I get to be this year as well
since every year we have the opportunity to plan fun events,
meet new individuals, and create a sense of community for
Jewish Students on campus.
Despite the current events with Covid 19, the Student
Executive Board and I are looking forward to organizing some
exciting events for this upcoming year such as a BBQ,
17

trivia and board game nights, Holiday celebrations and more
all which will be organized in accordance with social
distancing rules. If you have any questions feel free to email
me at hilleledmonton@edjfed.org Looking forward to coming
up with creative ways to organize events for this year of
2020-2021!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
October 3 & 4 Sukkoth

October 9th Shemini Atzeret

October 10th Simchat Torah

October 12th Thanksgiving

October 14th JFE Board Meeting

October 18th Yonah Bob Virtual UJA Event

November 2nd JFE Board Meeting

November 8th Kristallnacht Anne Frank Lecture

November 9th Kristallnacht

November 11th Remembrance Day
Ceremony, Jewish Cemetery, 10:30 am

November 22nd Speaker Series:
Avraham Infeld via Zoom 12:00 noon

December 9th JFE, JCC, EJCCF AGM 7pm

December 10th Channukah first night

December 16th Speaker Series:
Kathy Kacer via Zoom 7:00 pm
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