
CSP Grant Orientation
March 1, 2021



Agenda

Grant Overview

Application Process

Funding

Q&A



Grant Overview



Program Objectives
Grant Overview

1. Increase the number of high-quality1 charter schools in New Jersey, with a 
particular focus on Abbott districts

2. Increase the overall quality of New Jersey’s charter sector

-----

1 For purposes of this application, high-quality is defined as a charter school that (a) Shows evidence of strong 
academic results, which may include strong student academic growth, as determined by the state of New Jersey (b) 
Has no significant issues in the areas of student safety, financial and operational management, or statutory or 
regulatory compliance (c) Has demonstrated success in significantly increasing student academic achievement, 
including graduation rates where applicable, for all students served by the charter school and (d) Has demonstrated 
success in increasing student academic achievement for each of the subgroups of students, as defined in section 
1111(c)(2) of the ESEA.



Eligibility Requirements
Grant Overview

1. Nonprofit organization; 

2. Holding an approved charter application;

3. For a brick-and-mortar charter school; and

4. Meeting the definition of new school, replication, or expansion.1

-----
1 Expansion is defined as a school adding an entirely new grade span or significantly expanding a current 
grade span beyond the capacity approved and open prior to the current CSP Grant application cycle. 



Preferred Eligibility
Grant Overview

1. Serving 70% or greater economically disadvantaged students.1

2. Serving 85% or greater student population of Black and Hispanic students.2

3. Located in or serving at least 40% of a student population from a QOZ 
zone. 3

-----
1At least 85% of subgrantees must serve 70% or higher free or reduced lunch.
2At least 90% of subgrantees must serve 85% or greater student population of Black and Hispanic 
students.
3NJPCSA can help to identify these areas.



Preferred Eligibility
Grant Overview

• These characteristics of preferred eligibility represent the gaps that 
we hope to target with these funds. 

• We have prioritized these areas with competitive preference points 
and additional funding. 

• The intent is not to deter schools serving less at-risk students from 
applying, but rather to build the entire charter sector up as a whole.



Competitive Priorities
Grant Overview

1. Serving high school students.

2. Located in or serving a rural community.



Replication & Expansion
Grant Overview

Expansion is defined as a school adding an entirely new grade span 

beyond those approved and open prior to the current CSP Grant 

application cycle or adding a significant (at least 100 students or 15% of 

the current enrollment) increase of students served within existing 

grade levels.



Replication & Expansion
Grant Overview

Replications and expansions must meet the following definitions of “high 
quality”:

a. Federal high-quality definition components ESEA § 4303 (8) A and D and 

b. One of the following:

i. For applicants implementing credit recovery, dropout prevention, or 
dropout recovery models, the Selection Committee may also 
consider performance against benchmarks in the applicant’s agreed 
upon contract with its authorizer.



Application Process



Anticipated Grant Cycles
Application Process

1There will be a look back opportunity allowing schools to include qualified expenditures as of April 1st.

Cycle Grant Year Application Available Funds Available

1 2021 Winter 2021 Spring 20211

2 2021 Fall 2021 Winter 2022

3 2022 Fall 2022 Winter 2023

4 2023 Fall 2023 Winter 2024

5 2024 Fall 2024 Winter 2025



Anticipated Timeline
Round One

Date Activity

February 24, 2021 Application Open

March 31, 2021 Applications Due

May 12th & 13th Applicant Interviews

May 26, 2021 Awards Announced

By June 30, 2021 Funds Release Approved



Application Requirements
Application Process

All narrative and cover sheet answers must be submitted in the 
application portal outlined in Table I in the RFA. Applicants should be 
succinct in their responses.

The RFA can be downloaded, and the application portal can be accessed 
at www.njcharters.org/csp-grant/



Application Requirements
Application Process

Applicants must submit their NJDOE Letter of Authorization for 
a new school, replication, or expansion as an attachment to their 
CSP subgrant application.



Funding



Award Schedule
Funding

Target Amount Timing

Base Award
Up to 

$1,000,000
Upon approval of application

School is located in a QOZ or draws at least 40% 
of its student population from neighboring QOZ

$250,000
After first verified October 
enrollment count 

At least 60% of School’s students are 
economically disadvantaged* and at least 70% of 
a school’s students are Black or Hispanic

$250,000
After first verified October 
enrollment count 



Budget Template
Funding

Applicants must download, complete, and attach into the portal 
the 3-year budget for their grant request. The budget template 
is included in the application portal and MUST be used.





Budget Details
Funding

Applicants should provide a budget narrative articulating and justifying how they will 

spend funds and how such expenditures align with their goals as shown below.

Calculation Formula – Provide a brief rationale behind the proposed expense. (i.e., 

$100,000 annual salary x 9 months, Math textbooks @$100 each x 200 students, etc.)

Role in Achieving Grant Outcomes – Provide a brief description as to how this 

expenditure will support the school in reaching one or more grant outcomes.



Budget Requirements
Funding

For all expansion and replication grants, funds for the organizational assessment and 
strategic planning MUST be included in the year one budget according to the schedule 
below. (Note: If applicant has recently participated in a similar process, NJPCSA will 
review the information against the required outcomes to consider a waiver of this 
requirement. This information should be included in the grant application package).

• Completed grade span of K-5 ($60,000)

• Completed grade span of K-8 ($75,000)

• Completed grade span of K-12 ($90,000)



Budget Technical Assistance Workshop
Funding

All applicants should save the date for Thursday, March 18th at 
3:30pm ET. This workshop will answer any budget related 
questions as well as dive deeper into unique allowable 
expenditures. You can access this meeting on Zoom.

Meeting ID: 999 8100 6562

Passcode: 404276



Charter Agreement
Funding

Prior to the funds release, NJPCSA must have a copy of the 
authorizer approval letter on file and an approved budget must 
be in place. 



Q&A
For additional questions, please email 
csp@njcharters.org


