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California Public Health Experts: Mass Gatherings 
Should be Postponed or Canceled Statewide to Slow 

the Spread of COVID-19 

State public health experts announce that gatherings with 250 people or more should be 
rescheduled or canceled  

  
Smaller gatherings can proceed if organizers implement 6 feet of social distancing 

  
SACRAMENTO – Governor Gavin Newsom announced that California public health officials this 
evening issued an updated policy on gatherings to protect public health and slow the spread of 
COVID-19. The state’s public health experts have determined that gatherings should be postponed 
or canceled across the state until at least the end of March. Non-essential gatherings must be limited 
to no more than 250 people, while smaller events can proceed only if the organizers can implement 
social distancing of 6 feet per person. Gatherings of individuals who are at higher risk for severe 
illness from COVID-19 should be limited to no more than 10 people, while also following social 
distancing guidelines. 
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