
 

 

 

Dear Scottsdale Prep Families,  

This week I was reminded of a topic we frequently forget to mention, but one that remains fundamental 

to providing a focused, structured environment – that topic is cell phone technology.  Over the years, 

we have broadened our policies in many areas to maximize the students’ experience, but our 

commitment to eliminating cell phones from the classroom remains the same.   

When we reflect on our own educational experience, one free of these distractions (or as I like to call it, 

“the good old days!”), I am reminded of a time when I wasn’t always reachable, and most important, as 

an adolescent, I wasn’t constantly comparing myself to others through images, comments, and video.  

Quite frequently parents speak to me about the struggles they experience at home with excessive use of 

smartphone social media apps, Youtube videos, and games, and at school, we increasingly see the 

effects of this use in their social and emotional health.  

We look forward to some presentations this year, sponsored by our wonderful Parent Service 

Organization, on the role of technology in our student’s emotional health, with the first one coming up 

soon on October 23rd at 6:30 pm.  Be sure to sign up using the link in our blast today! 

We know as adults that technology has raced ahead at a pace that we could not have imagined, and we 

are still learning what implications lie ahead for our youth, from the rapid and pervasive use of screen 

technology. We appreciate your ongoing support in minimizing the use of these devices while at school, 

which means students must keep them turned off in their lockers at all times.  We know that reaching 

our child at any time has become the new normal, but we also need to free them from these devices so 

that they can truly focus on what is good and beautiful about a classroom that allows students to 

explore topics together freely, without distraction.   Thank you for your support, and I hope to see you in 

October for this presentation. 

Onward Spartans! 

 

Alison Chaney, Headmaster 


