
OTHER CREDENTIALS

Identification cards will include the 
same features as a Driver License, 
however, each ID Card will clearly state 
“IDENTIFICATION ONLY”. Temporary 
Driver License will say “TEMPORARY 
DRIVER LICENSE” on the front.

CARD BACK

All Tennessee credentials feature 
encoded elements including barcodes for 
automated validation and to help reduce 
fraud and identity theft.

11 1D Barcode
12 2D Barcode
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HANDGUN PERMITS & MORE

TDOSHS issues more than 30 card formats.

PREVIOUSLY ISSUED CARDS

All previously issued Tennessee 
credentials will remain valid until the listed 
expiration date, at which time they will be 
exchanged for the newly designed cards.

For more information 
visit our website 

tn.gov/safety

New Tennessee 
Driver License & 

Identification Cards

Summer 2024



NEW LICENSE & ID CARDS
The Tennessee Department of Safety and 
Homeland Security (TDOSHS) will begin 
issuing new more secure Driver Licenses 
and identification (ID) cards. These new 
licenses will be produced via improved 
production and issuing processes, with a 
tamper-proof card construction, making 
attempts to alter or counterfeit even 
more difficult. This will also help combat 
identity theft by allowing TDOSHS to verify 
photographs stored in the system with 
customers presenting themselves for new 
documents.

REAL ID
REAL ID is a nationwide effort intended 
to prevent terrorism, reduce fraud and 
improve the reliability and accuracy of 
state issued identification documents. 

Federal law requires that a REAL ID be 
used for “official purposes,” as defined 
by the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security. This includes accessing federal 
facilities, domestic flights and entering 
military bases or nuclear power plants. 
Any citizen applying for a Tennessee 
Driver License, Commercial Driver License 
or ID Card is eligible for a REAL ID. 

For more information on REAL ID, visit 
tnrealid.gov.
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1 Security Background Design
2 Card Format/License Type
3 Dynamic Look Through Element
4 Mini Portrait
5 Tactile Variable Data

6 REAL ID Marker
7 Veteran Indicator
8 Organ Donor
9 Medical Alert
10 Under 21 Indicator

NEW FULLY LASER ENGRAVED CARD FEATURES

INTERIM DOCUMENTS
TDOSHS will continue to issue an interim 
document for applicants who are getting 
a driver license or ID for the first time 
or renewing their license. The interim 
document is valid for up to 20 days, as the 
permanent license or ID is mailed to the 
applicant’s address. 

The interim document includes a 
description of the transaction (receipt), as 
well as the applicant’s portrait, signature 
and key demographics.

Applicants should keep this interim 
document until they receive their 
permanent card in the mail.


