Call for Papers
2026 International Society of Bassists

Research Competition

The International Society of Bassists is calling for previously unpublished papers reflecting a high quality of scholarship in a wide
variety of disciplines relevant to the double bass. Topics may be presented from any number of different perspectives or disciplines,
such as historical musicology, classical or jazz performance practice, pedagogy, lutherie, iconography, biography and/or analysis, and
may deal with subjects stemming from any period in the instrument's history up to the present.

DEADLINE: Submitted by August 1, 2026

There will be a professional category and a student category. Authors submitting papers in the professional category are scholars
or practitioners, or both, who are finished with their formal institutional studies and have embarked on a professional career. Authors
submitting papers in the student category must be enrolled in an academic program on an undergraduate or graduate level and be
actively pursuing completion of that degree as their primary focus at the time of their submission.

Submission Guidelines for the 2026 ISB Research Competition

Length should not exceed 10,000 words. Contributions must be new, previously unpublished material.

Include an abstract that describes the content of the paper in submission materials. The name or identification of the author
must not appear in the abstract.

The official language of the ISB Research Competition is English. Authors are required to submit their document in English,
or provide an English translation, before the article may be considered.

Before submitting papers and the entrance fee, authors are advised to consult issues of the ISB’s Online Journal of Bass
Research (OJBR) or contact the chair of the ISB Research Competition, or both, with any questions concerning tone or
content, or if the suitability of their material is in doubt.

Authors are expected to conform to recognized citation styles outlined by the Chicago Manual of Style, MLA, or APA.
NEW! Any research involving human subjects must be approved or exempted by an Institutional Review Board (IRB).
Before the abstract, please include a statement of which IRB approved your research, the IRB number assigned to your
research project, and the date of approval if your research involves human subjects.

NEW! The Online Journal of Bass Research does not allow authors to use Artificial Intelligence (Al) to generate data or
content for publication in its journal. Responsible use of Al is permitted in idea generation stages or minor language
revisions. If an author uses Al in any stage of the project, they must declare what Al tool was used and how it was used
before the abstract in the submission document.

Papers should be submitted as PDF files.

It is the author's responsibility to obtain permission for including/reproducing any copyrighted material. The ISB will not
obtain copyright permission for authors. Authors may wait until after competition results are announced to obtain copyright
permission, but papers will not be published in OJBR if copyright permission is not granted for use of music examples and
artwork in the OJBR publication.

Authors of winning papers selected for online publication will be asked to submit a Word file of the winning paper. Any
footnotes must be converted to endnotes, and all musical examples, photographs, tables, figures and illustrations must be
submitted as separate digital files, in addition to embedding them within the body of the Word document as the author wishes
them to appear.

Papers will be adjudicated anonymously by a panel of recognized scholars and practitioners. There will be one winner for the
professional category and one winner for the student category. WINNERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED ON OR SHORTLY AFTER
SEPTEMBER 1, 2026.

PRIZE: $1,000 for the winner of each category. Winners will be invited to present their research papers at the 2027 ISB Convention,
and their winning papers will be published in the Online Journal of Bass Research.

ENTRANCE FEE: $35, non-refundable, for each paper submitted.

QUESTIONS? Call 972-233-9107 x204, fax 972-490-4219, or email info@ISBworldoffice.com.
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