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AIA Cleveland Design Awards Declaration Page 

 
AIA CLEVELAND DESIGN AWARDS 

 
DECLARATION PAGE 

 
This form must be completed in its entirety and submitted with the project submission online in order to be considered 
for a design award. 

• if you cannot answer 'Yes' to the Intern Declaration Policy, you are not eligible to submit for this awards program 
• if you cannot sign-off on the AIA Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct statements, you are not eligible to submit 

for this awards program 

Please contact AIA Cleveland Executive Director, Patty Lampert, at director@aiacleveland.com should you have any 
questions concerning the Intern Declaration Policy or the AIA Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct statements. 

The Entrant and all architecture firms involved in the project agree that the information and/or materials being submitted are 
complete and accurate. 

 Yes  

Please list your firm name as the submitting architect associated with this project and respond to the statements below. 

Submitting Architecture Firm Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Intern Declaration:  

I affirm that I do not have unpaid intern architects, including working students, and neither does any firm of which I 
am an owner or manager.  

 
Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct: 
 
The AIA stands for universal respect for human dignity, and the unbiased treatment of all persons in employment, civic, and 
business transactions regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical abilities, or religious practices.  
 
 I affirm that I uphold this value in all of my business practices. 

The Rules of Conduct of the AIA Code of Ethics are mandatory for all AIA members and enforceable by the National Ethics 
Council. 

Rule 1.401 - Members shall not discriminate in their professional activities on the basis of race, religion, gender, national 
origin, age, disability, or sexual orientation. 
Rule 2.104 - Members shall not engage in conduct involving fraud or wanton disregard of the rights of others. 

 I affirm that I abide by Rules 1.401 and 2.104 of the 2017 AIA Code of Ethics. 

Any additional architectural firms involved with the project must complete the Intern Declaration and Code of Ethics and 
Professional Conduct affirmations for this submission.  

 

mailto:director@aiacleveland.com
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AIA Cleveland Design Awards Call for Entries 

 

2019 CLEVELAND DESIGN AWARDS 
 
The Cleveland Chapter of the American Institute of Architects (AIA Cleveland) invites you to join us in celebrating exemplary designs of 
Northeast Ohio firms at the annual Cleveland Design Awards.  
 
Call for Entries Posting:    Monday, July 22nd, 2019  
Open Water Submissions Open:   Monday, July 29th, 2019   
Project Entry Submission Deadline:  Friday, September 27th, 2019, at 5:00 pm 

 
ELIGIBILITY 

Project Eligibility 
 
The goal of the Cleveland Design Awards program is to focus on high quality projects designed by AIA Cleveland members.  All AIA 
Cleveland members (Emeritus, Professional, Associate, and Allied Professionals) in good standing are eligible to submit entries regardless 
of project size, budget, geographic location, or building type.  
 
General Submission Requirements 
 

1. Authorship:  The submitting firm/submitting individual MUST BE the Design Firm/Designer of Record, responsible for the overall 
design of the project concept. 

2. Office Location:  The submitting firm/submitting individual identified within the criteria listed above must have an operating 
office (project/job offices are not eligible) where at least one principal in the firm is a member of AIA Cleveland.  

3. Team:  A team member from the project team responsible for the overall design of the project concept must also be a member of 
AIA Cleveland. This project team member will be referred to as the “submitting individual” and will need to provide their AIA 
membership number at time of registration.   
 

The same project may be submitted for multiple categories, as long as separate submissions are purchased. Projects that have won awards 
in other programs are eligible for submission.  Previous AIA Cleveland Design Award winners may not be resubmitted.  Firms and 
individuals are encouraged to re-enter projects previously submitted if they did not win an award and if they meet the above criteria.  
Project entries must have been completed on or after January 1, 2014. 
 
 

Photography Eligibility 
 
This category was founded to capture and honor architects, design professionals, architectural students, and professional and amateur 
photographers whose amazing talents are showcased in their photographic interpretation of the designed environment. By entering a 
submission in this category, you hereby accept these restrictions: 
 
- To qualify to enter this category, you must be over 18 years of age. 
- This category is open to both Professional and Amateur photographers alike. 
- This category is open to AIA members, Non-members, and students alike. 
- The subject matter is of Cleveland and Northeast Ohio Area that must have an architectural theme or contain some element of the 

manmade environment. 
- Each participant can submit up to 4 photos per online submission at a cost of $40. Entrants may only enter a maximum of (3) 

submissions for a total of (12) photos. 
- The photographer(s) must be the author(s) of the pictures submitted in his/her/their name. 
- Pictures submitted CANNOT include professionally commissioned photographs. 
- All submitted photographs will be grouped together and judged in the same category no matter what level of experience the 

photographer has. 
- Eligible photographs can include the use of all professional editing equipment and software as well as all mobile device photograph 

apps and software. (For example, Lightroom, Instagram, etc.) 
 
Projects that have won awards in other programs are eligible for submission.  Previous AIA Cleveland Photography Award winners may 
not be resubmitted. All photograph images must have been taken on or after January 1, 2018. 
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SUBMISSION CATEGORIES 
 
All projects are to be submitted to AIA Cleveland through an online registration portal called Open Water. A project may be entered into 
one of the Submission Categories listed below. If you wish to enter a project into multiple categories, separate submissions must be 
purchased. Within each submission category, project types and additional criteria are listed. Projects MAY BE evaluated by specified 
project types and additional criteria at the discretion of the jury. The Jury also reserves the right to move projects between categories. 
Awards MAY NOT be given in each category listed. AIA Cleveland, on advisement from the Jury, reserves the right to make these changes.  
 
AIA Cleveland will be utilizing an outside jury to judge all submissions for potential awards. The jury will evaluate all projects based on the 
aesthetic, functional, contextual, social and sustainable characteristics of the design.  Each entry will be judged for the success with which 
it meets the individual project program, intent, and requirements. Each entry will be weighed individually for its merits, not in competition 
with each other. All evaluations will be based solely on the information contained within the submissions. The decisions of the jury will be 
FINAL. 
 
The following categories are open to AIA Cleveland members only 
 
Architecture    
Definition: This category celebrates the best architecture regardless of budget, style, or type. These stunning projects show 

the world the range of outstanding work architects create and highlight the many ways buildings and spaces 
can improve our lives. These projects have completed construction, are comprised of a single or related group 
of buildings and may include new construction, adaptive re-use, restoration, preservation/renovation and 
urban design. 

 
Submission Fee:  $160   
 
 

Interior Architecture    
Definition: Impactful building interiors make their mark on the cities, places, and spaces where we live and work. These 

projects involve the interior design of spaces in new construction, adaptive re-use, restoration, or 
preservation/renovation. 

 
Submission Fee: $160   
 
 

Unbuilt Architecture    
Definition: Recognizes unbuilt projects for their excellence or research on design practice or theory, design competitions, 

and projects that are not expected to be constructed.  If a project wins for this category, it is ineligible for future 
submission in any other category. 

 
Submission Fee: $160  
 
 

Small Projects    
Definition: This category recognizes small project practitioners for the high quality of their work and to promote excellence 

in small project design in all types of buildings, restoration, preservation and, adaptive re-use. This category 
strives to raise public awareness of the value and design excellence that architects bring to a project, despite 
the limits of size and scope. Projects must be less than 5,000 square feet. Any project submitted in this 
category is INELIGIBLE to be submitted for any other category. 

 
Submission Fee:  $160 
 
 

People’s Choice    
Definition: All projects submitted in one of the four categories above will automatically be included in the public voting 

process for the People’s Choice Award 
 
Submission Fee:  FREE of Charge, Included with submission 
 
 



AIA Cleveland Design Awards Call for Entries 

The following categories AIA Cleveland membership is not required 
 

Makers    
Definition: To recognize an instance in which the expression of architecture and the craft of making come together. 

Submissions should illustrate the governing design concept of that building in which the detail is found through 
the use of a particular material, detail, or technology. Submissions should set themselves apart from the ‘norm’ 
with considerations to the concept of the detail, originality of the design, innovative use of materials, execution 
of the concept through craft, and how it relates to the overall goals of the project. Projects may be located 
anywhere in the world and can include furniture, fabrication, and installations: temporary or permanent.  

 
Submission Fee: $40   
 
 

Architectural Photography    
Definition: This category captures and honors architects, design professionals, architectural students, and professional 

and amateur photographers whose amazing talents are showcased in their photographic interpretation of the 
designed environment. The subject matter is of Cleveland or the Greater Cleveland Area that must have an 
architectural theme or contain some element of the manmade environment. Photographic interpretation of the 
subject matter is the issue, not the architecture.  Entries must have been exposed by, and be owned by, the 
entrant. 

 
Submission Fee: $40 Fee includes up to 4 photographs (Limit of 3 separate submissions per individual)   

 
 
The following category is a closed invite only submission  
 
Student Work    
Definition: The student design awards program focuses on high quality, innovative design responses. This program allows 

graduate students to submit their final school project from the past academic semester. Student submissions 
will be pre-selected by their faculty members and members of the Cleveland design community. Selected 
student work will then be submitted to the Design Awards program for consideration by the AIA Cleveland 
Design Awards jury. 

 
Submission Fee:  N/A, by selection of AIA Cleveland Design Awards Committee Only   

 
 

AWARD WINNERS 
 
Project Submissions 
 
Awards in all project categories may be given as Honor Awards, Merit Awards, or Honorable Mentions at the discretion of the jury.  
 
Awards will be presented at the 2019 AIA Cleveland Design Awards ceremony on Friday, November 1st. Submitters of projects will not be 
notified if they have won or not, prior to the ceremony.  Anyone submitting a project or architectural photography is highly encouraged to 
attend the ceremony.   
 
Photography Submissions 
 
Awards in the photography category will be awarded as the Grand Prize Winner, Runner-Up, and Third Place Winner with associated 
monetary prizes of $700, $400, and $200 respectively. 
 
Awards will be presented at the 2019 AIA Cleveland Design Awards ceremony on Friday, November 1st. Submitters of projects will not be 
notified if they have won or not, prior to the ceremony.  Anyone submitting a project or architectural photography is highly encouraged to 
attend the ceremony. 
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SUBMISSION DELIVERABLES 
 
Project Submissions 
 
All entries must be submitted electronically and paid for online via the Open Water Awards Program. 
 

1. PROJECT IMAGES:  Each project submission will require 7 (minimum) to 15 (maximum) digital images.  Those images should contain the 
drawings (site plan, floor plans, sections) and photographs necessary to best represent the project.  Multiple drawings and/or photographs 
may make up one image.  Images should be JPEG files, 150dpi, and no larger than 10" in any one dimension.  Images submitted will be 
displayed in a gallery feature of the Cleveland Design Awards website once the submission period closes. 

2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  Each project submission must include a concise description of the project; a statement of the problem; a 
description of the site and environs; design intentions and distinguishing factors of the work; and the sustainable aspects of the project on 
a separate sheet. For the sustainable design of each project, descriptions could include; energy standards, integration between building and 
landscape, local labor/materials used, innovative or renewable technologies used, building certifications, etc. Please limit this project 
description to 500 words max.  Upload as a 'Word' document. 

3. PROJECT SUMMARY:  Please provide a 100 word max project summary. If the project is chosen to receive an award, this summary will 
be read at the ceremony. This written project summary may also be used for AIA Cleveland event and marketing purposes.  Upload as a 
'Word' document. 

4. MARKETING IMAGES:  Each project submission must include your choice of the best 2 images that represent the project.  These images 
will be used for the People’s Choice Award and event marketing purposes which includes multiple social media outlets. Images should be 
JPEG files and 300dpi.  Image 1 will be used solely for the People’s Choice Award Voting, and Image 2 will be used for inclusion in the 
printed 2019 AIA Cleveland Design Awards Program Book. Please include the project title in the naming of these two files as outlined 
below. Both marketing images may be the same if you so choose.  

 
Image 1:   01_Project Title_E_Marketing.jpeg  (Image must be 7”x 10” max dimension, in either orientation) 
Image 2: 02_Project Title_PB_Marketing.jpeg  (Image must be 8”x8” in dimension, Crop if necessary) 

 
All projects must have been completed on or after January 1st, 2014. Project authorship will remain concealed throughout the jury process.  
If authorship is revealed on any photos, plans or narrative, the entry will be disqualified. 

 
Photography Submissions 
 
All entries must be submitted electronically and paid for online via the Open Water Awards Program. 

 
1. FILE SIZE:  Each image must not exceed 10 MB in size. 
2. RESOLUTION Each image should be 300dpi and a maximum of 3000 pixels (10”) in its longest dimension. 
3. FILE FORMAT: Each image must be submitted in JPG format 
4. FILE NAMING: Each image title must be included in the file name.  

(Please limit the title to twenty letters) 
File name should include date when image was taken  
Image name must include the extension of .jpg  
Example Name:  “ADayinCleveland_20190817.jpg” 
 

All photograph images must have been taken on or after January 1, 2018. Project authorship will remain concealed throughout the jury 
process.  If authorship is revealed on any photos, the entry will be disqualified. 

 
PHOTOGRAPHER SUBMITTER AGREES TO 
 
- By submitting a photography entry, you agree and acknowledge that AIA Cleveland is permitted to receive and review your registration data. Participants agree that 

personal data including, but not limited to, name, mailing address, phone number, and email address may be collected, processed, stored and otherwise used for the 
purposes of conducting and administering these photography awards. 

- All entrants agree that all photograph(s) submitted to this category may be reproduced (with photographer copyright credit) and used to conduct and promote AIA 
Cleveland. You hereby grant AIA Cleveland with a right to use submitted photographs in the framework of such promotional activities. 

- You acknowledge that AIA Cleveland and its event partners assume no responsibility and are not liable for any image misuse. 
- Images are subject to cropping and resizing to fit marketing and printed material. 
- You agree to participate in related publicity and to the use of your name and winning images for the purposes of advertising, promotion and publicity for AIA 

Cleveland and the competition without additional compensation. Such requests will not be unreasonably withheld. 
- AIA Cleveland reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to disqualify and remove any photograph that does not comply with the following requirements, even after the 

photograph appears on the website. You warrant, in respect of the photographs submitted by you, as follows: You have the right to enter your photographs in this 
category, You are the sole copyright owner and creator of the photographs, to the best of your knowledge, the photographs do not contain any infringing, threatening, 
false, misleading, abusive, harassing, libelous, defamatory, vulgar, obscene, scandalous, inflammatory, pornographic or profane content. To the best of your knowledge, 
the photographs do not contain any material that could constitute or encourage conduct which would be considered a criminal offense, give rise to civil liability, or 
otherwise violate any law. 
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PROGRAM 
 
The 2019 Cleveland Design Awards will be held on Friday, November 1st. This year’s AIA keynote speaker and AIA design awards jury chair 
is Lawrence Scarpa, FAIA from the internationally known design firm Brooks+Scarpa. The work of Lawrence Scarpa has redefined the role 
of the architect to produce some of the most remarkable and exploratory work today. He does this, not by escaping the restrictions of 
practice, but by looking, questioning and reworking the very process of design and building.  
 
Mr. Scarpa has received more than 100 major design awards including twenty National AIA Awards, 2014 Smithsonian Cooper Hewitt 
National Design Award, 2005 Record Houses, 2003 Record Interiors, 2003 Rudy Bruner Prize, five AIA COTE “Top Ten Green Building” 
Awards and was a finalist for the World Habitat Award, one of ten firms selected worldwide. In 2004 The Architectural League of New York 
selected him as an “Emerging Voice” in architecture. His work has been exhibited internationally including the National Building Museum in 
Washington, DC. He has been Featured in NEWSWEEK and appeared on The Oprah Winfrey Show. In 2009 Interior Design Magazine 
honored him with their Lifetime Achievement Award. In 2010, his firm Brooks + Scarpa was awarded the National and State of California 
Architecture Firm Award from the American Institute of Architects. 
 
The kickoff to the event this year includes our pre-program keynote addresses which will be held in the adjacent gathering space next to the 
design awards ceremony space. Following the keynote addresses, a brief cocktail hour will take place with drinks and Hors d’oeuvres. The 
evening continues with the AIA Cleveland awards ceremony and a 3-course plated dinner. The after ceremony party will conclude with 
drinks, dance and plenty of conversation! 

 
 

EVENT SCHEDULE (TENTATIVE) 
 
Hilton Cleveland Downtown 
100 Lakeside Avenue East 
Cleveland, OH 44114 
 
Friday, November 1st, 2019: 
 
AIA Keynote Address:     5:30pm – 6:00pm 
Cocktails and Hors d’oeuvres:    6:00pm – 7:30pm 
Design Awards Ceremony & Plated Dinner   7:30pm – 8:30pm 
After Party – Music and Drinks    8:30pm - 11:00pm 

 
 

QUESTIONS 
 
Please contact AIA Cleveland Executive Director, Patty Lampert with any questions. 
 
Patty Lampert 
AIA Cleveland Executive Director 
PH: 216.626.5755 
Email: director@aiacleveland.com  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:director@aiacleveland.com
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FAQ’s (FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS) 
 
We are a local branch office of a National Firm and are interested in submitting a project for the AIA Cleveland 
Design Awards. Can we submit? 
 
Yes you can submit as long as the overall design of the project was completed by the local branch office. In addition, a 
Principal in the office and a project team member must be an AIA Cleveland member in good standing.  
 
My project won an AIA Cleveland Design Award previously. I was wondering if I can submit the project again this year 
for another category? 
 
No the project cannot be submitted again since it has already received AIA Cleveland recognition. 
 
My project has won an IIDA, NAOIP, or another organization’s Design Award previously but has never received AIA 
recognition. May I submit the project again for consideration for one of the AIA Cleveland Design categories? 
 
Yes the project may be submitted since it has never received AIA Cleveland recognition. 
 
My project has won an AIA Cleveland Design Award previously. May I submit something from that project for the 
Makers Category? 
 
Yes. The Makers category was created to celebrate an instance in which the expression of architecture and the craft of 
making come together and not the overall project itself. As long as you are not resubmitting a Makers category winner, 
instances from previous AIA Cleveland Design Award winning projects may be submitted. 
 
Will I be notified if my project or photography entry has won an award? 
 
No. AIA Cleveland does not notify award winners in advance of the event. It is strongly encouraged that you attend the event 
if you have submitted a project or photography for consideration. 
 
Can I submit a project for the unbuilt category if it is going to still be constructed? 
 
No, the Unbuilt category is geared towards projects that are not expected to be realized such as non-winning competition 
entries or commissions no longer moving forward. If you do choose to submit a project for the Unbuilt category and it wins an 
award the project would be disqualified from winning future awards, if it is someday built.  
 
Can we list the architect as well as the maker for the Makers Award? 
 
Yes, as long as both parties are in agreement that credit will be shared between the two if the object is recognized with an 
award. 
 
If I submit a project for the Small Projects category, can I submit the same project for other categories? 
 
No, the Small Project Category is the only category where projects submitted are not eligible to be submitted in any other 
categories. 
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