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“You Shall Command…”

“And you shall command the children of Israel that they bring you pure oil of pressed olives for the light, to cause the lamp to burn continually. In the tabernacle of meeting, outside the veil that is before the testimony, Aaron and his sons shall tend it from evening until morning before the LORD.”
      -- Exodus 27: 20, 21 –

The continually burning lamp is known as the ‘Ner Tamid’ or ‘Eternal Light.’ The latter was, according to Judaic commentary, the western lamp of the Menorah as the other six lamps only were burning from evening to morning.

Personally I believe that the lamp that was burning continually was the center lamp as the other six were always lighted by the ‘Shamas’ – the center lamp, representing the את in the line-up of the seven words of Bereishit 1: 1.

The tabernacle of meeting aka the Holy Place is separated from the Holy of Holies by the veil. Just before that veil there is also the Golden Altar of Incence, and just as the lamp, that too was to be tended daily.*

What is here referred to as the Testimony are the Tablets with the Decalogue which are kept in the Ark of the Covenant which is the only item behind that afore mentioned veil. The ‘Mercy Seat’ which is frequently mentioned as an additio-nal item of furniture is merely the cover of the Ark. 
It is thus part of the Ark, not an addition to the number of pieces of ‘furniture’ which is four in total.

“So you shall speak to all who are gifted artisans, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they make Aaron’s garments,”
-- Exodus 28: 3a-c –

Here are recorded some of the greatest – but commonly overlooked -- miracles that HaShem visited upon people who the previous 116 years -- that is about four generations -- had been mainly occupied with the making of bricks, the hewing of stone, and being conscripted laborers in the building and construction of Egyptian structures. 

There hadn’t been any time to attend a Community College and learn a trade such as weaving intri-cate curtains (28:6); lapidary (28:9-12); gold smithing (28: 13,14); tailoring (28:15,16,31, 42); engraving (28:21); casting and forming (28:36); and millinery (28:40).

We learn about the difference between knowledge and wisdom, the latter often eludes many.  HaShem not only provided the knowledge about what needed to be produced, He imputed the needed wisdom to execute His plans and turn them into skilled craftsmen who would execute their appointed functions in spite of never having done any of these things.
 
Before they had arrived in the wilderness they had no idea of what was expected of them. 

There had been very little to look forward to and it hadn’t dawned on anyone to pray for wisdom. But, when it was needed the Lord provided it as only He knew what was needed.

Today, Ruach HaKodeah is still involved in inspiring people, who are tuned in to Him, in Art and Industry! 

Knowledge is Attained by Learning.

Today we are blessed with plenty of information that, when we want something done and we want to do it ourselves, we can learn how to acquire the needed skills because those who have done it before are willing and able to teach us. If we’re in a job situation we’d rather not be in, there may be possibilities to change our professional destination.

Wisdom is Obtained by Prayer.

But just as the Israelites had to go through some uncharted areas and spent considerable time in the desert before reaching their destination we, in order to see a change in our life, may have to go through some dry places. And when we involve our heavenly Father in prayer and asking for guidance from Ruach HaKodesh, and knowing and having accepted Yeshua’s part in our life we too shall reach our desired spiritual destination.

Think About It, and Shabbat Shalom!

><>  <><
* Unfortunately, the writer or translators of Hebrews 9: 3 & 4, placed the  Golden Altar of Incence on the wrong side of the second veil. But, “Let not your heart be troubled…
NONE OF THE ALLEGED ERRORS IN SCRIPTURE AFFECT YOUR SALVATION! 
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