
Tales of Triumph

Answered Prayer

In May of 2019, Oregon experienced the
worst thunder and lightning storm in over
10 years and even up to this day nothing has
topped it. That is significant because of
who was laying in the woods for three days
as that storm passed over our state. Let me
back up with you all and take you to how
this happened, for The Most Excellent Way
plays a huge role in this Tale of Triumph.

Pastor Rick McClung, who leads The Most
Excellent Way in Panama City Florida, came
out January 2016 to speak at our annual
men’s retreat up at a place called “Camp
Tadmor” near Sweet Home, Oregon. We had a
young man at that retreat named Dustin and
he had recommitted his life to Christ at The
Most Excellent Way at our church. Dustin
asked me if he could be baptized at the men’s
retreat. Now here’s the thing: January in
Oregon is wet and cold, and that Saturday
was even supposed to be snowing. And it did
snow that morning, but Dustin was bent on
being baptized, and so that day, he made his
declaration of faith before about 200 men.
It was a special weekend for sure.



As the months passed, as often happens
after a person publicly declares their

faith, Dustin experienced intense warfare
against both his family and himself. Sadly,

he went back to drinking and as we came
alongside him to support him and his

family, he then fled to isolation. We cannot
for the sake of space here in this

newsletter go into all the details, but time
progressed in his rebellion and one day his
dad, Warren came into TMEW and asked for

more prayer for his son and the family.
Dustin had run off and no one could get

ahold of him. Warren and I went to prayer
and here is what we prayed together that

day: “Father please do whatever it takes to
bring Dustin to his senses. Please spare his
life, but please have circumstances unfold
that will bring him back to you, so that he

would love you with all his heart, soul,
mind, and strength.” We prayed more than
that, but that was the theme. We prayed all
of it in Jesus’ name and then we proceeded
to lead TMEW that night together, along

with the rest of the staff.



Fast forward two weeks to mid-May of 2019. I
received a call from Warren that Dustin’s
car was found up in the woods near Sweet
Home. Many searched for him for two days,

including the authorities. They had video of
Dustin in Sweet Home buying alcohol, so

they knew the day he went up into the woods
and everyone was very concerned. After the
second day of looking for him, the car was

towed, and the search was called off.
Oregon was experiencing extreme weather,
the likes of which we had not seen in a very

long time. Warren and Dustin’s stepdad,
Eric, both decided to go back up to the

woods, though the search was called off.
They went back to where the car had been, to

start searching again from that point.
When they arrived Eric went over to a cliff

nearby where the car had been found and
said, “What if he’s down there?” What if he
had fallen off this edge? Warren has a bad
leg and walks with a cane, so he could not
help in searching the gully below, but Eric
began to ease himself off the edge and make

his way down.



Many yards down he found Dustin’s hat and
yelled up to Warren to call for help. Dustin
had fallen about 300 feet and was laying in
briars. He had stripped himself of clothes

due to his detox, hypothermia, and
dehydration. The briars had shredded his

skin, up and down his body, his face
included. Now here it is, he had lain there,

mostly naked in the woods as the worst
lightning storm in a decade passed over

him.





FThe next day after he was found, I drove up to
Portland, Oregon, where they had taken Dustin
to a hospital. He looked terrible and was still
trembling from the experience as his body was
reacting to the trauma. He said to me, “Pastor

Matt, I was asking God, if I die, please take me to
heaven.” He said he had all kinds of

hallucinations throughout that time in the
woods. God had done business with him.

My response to Dustin at some point in the
conversation was this, “God said ‘No. It’s not

your time to die.’ Dustin, God wants you to live
for Him now.”



Dustin had fallen just a few miles from where

he had been baptized at Camp Tadmor. God
answered all kinds of prayer, from many of His
children who had prayed for Dustin, his wife,
and their children. When Dustin fell, Dustin’s

marriage was ending, but as God answered
prayer, their marriage also survived. Dustin no

longer drinks any alcohol. He and his family
are now following our Savior and are

consistently at church. Their lives have been
radically transformed through a risen Savior

who makes people whole.



Here’s what we can know as leaders of The Most
Excellent Way: our God is sending answers to
our prayers for others as we lead them to the
One True Savior. God rescues from addiction
and makes true worshippers in Spirit and in

truth! AND we all get to be a part of His tales of
triumph. It is awesome to watch God show off!
And it’s awesome to serve with you all. May the
Lord richly bless you and the ministry there!







