The churches of Penn Central Conference are blessed to have the outdoor setting we know as Hartman Center. This beautiful resource is here for all of us as a safe space to explore our faith, seek refuge, and create and nurture community. I am honored to be called to help you and your church find ways to access and participate in this outdoor setting by recruiting leaders and assisting them in creating outdoor ministry events. If you have an idea to create an event, or work with one we already have, BE In TOUCH! This place and this ministry belong to all Penn Central Conference members.    
This past summer more than 300 individuals participated in summer camp. The theme of our camp was “I am the Vine - You are the Branches.” Youth and adults had the opportunity to engage stories with hands on activities, music and conversations focusing on the idea of our connectedness through Christ to one another and the world. 
The summer of 2018 theme will be “Beyond Belief:  the Universe of God.”  Using Gospel stories, campers will engage questions like: What if we belong to God?, What if hope is real?, and What if we change the world?.  2018 Camp information will be available in December. On February 11 we are again planning a conference wide visitation and would love to send someone to your church. 
Several conference sponsored retreats are also being planned. On November 17-19, two retreats are being held:  one for middle and high school students and another for women.  Women will have an opportunity to be creative, relax, and build relationships. Yoga is offered and some may hike the knob. Wayne Mueller’s book: How then Shall we Live? is the starting point for conversations about finding beauty and meaning. The youth event will begin with “Jesus Loves Me.”  From this reminder that we are loved youth will move to wondering how they share that love and what does compassion look like. 
The annual Confirmation retreat will be held on March 16 – 18, 2018.  This event gives our confirmands an opportunity to think about what it means to be the church. Planning will begin in November and anyone who is interested should contact me.  May 4-6, 2018 will be the retreat for elementary students.   
If your individual church or other group is interested in a retreat, I am available to help with retreat ideas and resources.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Retreats and summer camp are a way to enhance and support church.  In this setting, people are nurtured in faith and may return to their home churches ready to share with others. Perhaps they have discovered some leadership skills, written a prayer, or learned a song they can offer the congregation.    
I hope you will consider ways to participate in your outdoor ministry program at Hartman Center. I am available by phone 717-50Cabin (502-2246) or email Program@HartmanCenter.com.   
		Peace and Blessings,
                                              Pastor Patty
                                              Reverend Patty Dodds
				         Coordinator of camp and retreat ministries 
