
Penn Central Conference Resource 

 Penn Central Conference Church Resource Offerings (a list of some of the resources available from 
The Conference.) 

 

Vitality 

 How Doing Fewer Events Is Helping Our Church Do Better Ministry (Karl Vaters) 
 Teen's online church draws young people from around the world (Faith and Leadership) 
 Struggling Maplewood church finds new life by living 'like you are dying'  (Star Tribune) 
 Sorry, Pastor - Numbers Are Not People (Karl Vaters, a perspective on considering church metrics) 
 Crunch Time for Small Congregations (Congregational Consulting Group - 3 part series) 

o When is the Right Time to Close Our Doors? (Part 1) 
o Merge with Other Congregations (Part 2) 
o Join a Multi-Congregational Cluster (Part 3) 

 Let's Have the Conversation  (CARD, conversations about approaches to church closure) 
 5 Ways Tracking Church Attendance Messes With Your Soul (Carey Nieuwhof)  
 Kevin Wright: Amazon, Whole Foods and the future of the brick-and-mortar church (Faith & Leadership) 
 Church Turnarounds Are About Direction And Consistency, Not Speed Or Size (Karl Vaters)  
 Real Church Growth Doesn't Just Make Bigger Churches, It Heals Hurting Ones (Karl Vaters) 
 Christendom Is Dead. It is Time to Be Vulnerable. (Baptist Global News) 
 Traditioned Innovation (Faith and Leadership article about church growth and vitality)  
 Church of England Resurects Tradition to Attract Millenials (Church Leaders Article)  
 Is Autonomy Turning UCC Authorized Ministers and Churchgoers into Turtles? (Vital Signs and 

Statistics)  

 

Disaster Readiness 

 Disaster Tips Sheets for U.S. Religious Leaders (National Disaster Interfaith Network) 

  

Volunteers 

 Why Don't People Volunteer at Church? (Lewis Center for Church Leadership) 
 

Mission and Ministry  

 Lynne Baab: Why Listening Matters for Mission and Ministry Today (Alban) 
 Ministry Matters: New Worship Connection (free subscription available) 
 Name your mission, develop strategies and then evaluate impact (Faith and Leadership) 
 Small church upholds history of outreach to make big impact on frontier town (Faith and Leadership) 

 
Funding  

 Using an Oft-Neglected Asset to Fund Ministry (R. Mark King, Using Church Land to Fund Ministry)  
  

Bible Studies 

 Faith Practices (UCC Bible Study Resource) 
 Faith vs. Fear: A Faith Response to Gun Violence (A Bible Study Series)  

 

Conflict Management 

 Tolerating Bad Behavior in Church (Congregational Consulting Group article about dealing with conflict 
in your church)  

 The Leader and the Loyal Opposition (Faith & Leadership) 

  

http://files.constantcontact.com/18c44923001/8edcb634-9c11-4d74-a40b-80f9144532e9.pdf?ver=1507308322000
http://www.christianitytoday.com/karl-vaters/2017/october/fewer-events-better-ministry.html?paging=off
https://www.faithandleadership.com/teens-online-church-draws-young-people-around-world
http://m.startribune.com/struggling-maplewood-finds-new-life-by-living-like-you-are-dying/451860703/
http://www.christianitytoday.com/karl-vaters/2017/october/numbers-are-not-people.html?paging=off
http://www.congregationalconsulting.org/right-time-close-doors/
http://www.congregationalconsulting.org/option-2-merge-with-other-congregations/
http://www.congregationalconsulting.org/join-a-multi-congregation-cluster/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2017/10/09/lets-have-the-conversation/
https://careynieuwhof.com/5-ways-church-attendance-tracking-messes-with-your-soul/
https://www.faithandleadership.com/kevin-wright-amazon-whole-foods-and-future-brick-and-mortar-church?utm_source=FL_newsletter&utm_medium=content&utm_campaign=FL_feature
http://www.christianitytoday.com/karl-vaters/2017/august/church-turnarounds-direction-consistency-not-speed-size.html?paging=off
http://www.christianitytoday.com/karl-vaters/2017/august/real-church-growth-bigger-heals-hurting.html?paging=off
https://baptistnews.com/article/christendom-dead-time-vulnerable/#.WdwkurpFyrP
https://www.faithandleadership.com/content/traditioned-innovation
https://churchleaders.com/news/international/310736-evensong-church-of-england-resurrects-tradition-attract-millennials.html?utm_source=outreach-cl-daily-nl&utm_medium=email&utm_content=text-link&utm_campaign=cl-daily-nl&maropost_id=743336264&mpweb=256-4632457-743336264
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2017/08/14/is-autonomy-turning-ucc-authorized-ministers-and-churchgoers/
http://www.n-din.org/ndin_resources/ndin_tips_sheets_v1208.php
https://www.churchleadership.com/leading-ideas/why-dont-people-volunteer-at-church/
https://alban.org/2014/11/17/lynne-baab-why-listening-matters-for-mission-and-ministry-today/
http://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/8458/new-worship-connection-october-22-2017
https://www.faithandleadership.com/dave-odom-name-your-mission-develop-strategies-and-then-evaluate-impact
https://www.faithandleadership.com/small-church-upholds-history-outreach-make-big-impact-frontier-town
https://alban.org/2016/03/24/r-mark-king-using-an-oft-neglected-asset-to-fund-ministry/
http://www.uccfiles.com/faith_practices/PlayingJoyfully/playlivejoy-ucc.pdf
http://www.uccfiles.com/pdf/faith-vs-fear-bible-study.pdf
http://www.congregationalconsulting.org/tolerating-bad-behavior/
https://www.faithandleadership.com/leader-and-loyal-opposition?utm_source=albanweekly&utm_medium=content&utm_campaign=faithleadership

