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Perhaps Thomas Merton, a Trappist monk and mystic, was right when he wrote:
“We are not at peace with others because we are not at peace with ourselves, 
and we are not at peace with ourselves because we are not at peace with God.” 

Where do we turn to find peace? During this time of year, to make us feel better, do we listen to the voices of retailers bellowing sale prices? 
 
At church this Sunday we will hear another voice as we reacquaint ourselves with John the Baptist. From the barrenness of the wilderness away from the decorated malls, John calls to us preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. A simple message which pointed away from himself to the One who was coming. John’s purpose was to prepare people to accept Jesus, the One who will pave the way for peace.

[bookmark: _GoBack]God comes to us in unexpected and unusual ways. No one is more unusual than John the Baptist. Every year around this time this odd prophet pays us a visit as a voice crying out in a desert place, “prepare the way of the Lord.” His coming was predicted centuries ago by the prophet Isaiah who told us that someone would come and tell the people how to prepare the way. It would not be with shovels and machines, but through repentance and confession of sins. Ultimately paving a way through our hearts for God to come in. 
The prophet Isaiah was not alluding to minor repairs, such as filling in potholes. He was calling for major reconfiguration of the terrain such as: filling in valleys and leveling mountains or smoothing rugged land and rough country. Isaiah was calling for serious transformation of the landscape of our lives, beginning with our hearts. 

Advent is a time to prepare our hearts in anticipation of God’s coming promise of peace. 
	
As we wait for God’s peace, guard your hearts against cynicism and feeling demoralized, especially in an unjust world. Do not be discouraged. Almost daily people engage in peaceful protests and cry out against the injustice in our nation and world. Even as we wait for a just world, God’s peace is available to us. Open your hearts.


Prayer:
Grant us your peace, O Lord. A peace that the world cannot give and the world cannot take away. Come, Lord Jesus, our Prince of Peace… come into our lives this day. AMEN!


In Christ,
Monica
Rev. Dr. Monica Dawkins-Smith
Conference Minister and President
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