A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING TO END 128 YEARS OF WAR BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND THE HAWAIIAN KINGDOM

Biblical Rationale: Jesus came to proclaim liberty and freedom to announce God’s justice being
satisfied through what he called, “the favorable year of the Lord”, Old Testament Year of
Jubilee. It was when God set society back in order. According to Leviticus 25:8-9, Israel could
not have Jubilee until the people first observed the Day of Atonement. They could not have
true justice on the human level until they got right with God on the vertical level. Social justice
will not be complete until the people in a society, even the Church, get right with God. It is
bringing the presence, precepts, and power of God to bear on society, pulling society back in an
upright position.

Summary & Background: This Resolution calls the United Church to actualize its historical
commitment to justice and peace with the friendly Christian Hawaiian Kingdom nation whose
constitutions are founded upon Christian values. Burdened with the false ideology of White
Supremacy, missionaries of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mission were
sent to Hawaii arriving in 1820 (201 years ago). In 1893, descendants of missionaries led the
illegal overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom. United Church of Christ President Paul Sherry
traveled to Hawaii and on January 17, 1993, the 100th anniversary of the overthrow of the
Hawaiian Kingdom government, apologized to the Hawaiian people at Kaumakapili Church.
This apology was cited in Public Law 103-150 signed by President William Clinton on November
23,1993. The United Church of Christ, is challenged to actualize its struggle to fulfill the
principle of justice and reconciliation within the United Church of Christ. 128 years of war
crimes continues to target and violate Christian Hawaiian citizens in Hawaiian Kingdom territory
and abroad which amount to a colossal scale of humanitarian and human rights violations daily.

Actions Based on the Resolution: The resolution got 72.9 percent approval — comfortably
more than the two-thirds required to pass. The vote was 328-122, with 34 abstentions.

» The Thirty-Third General Synod of the United Church of Christ calls upon all settings of
the church, denomination officers, conferences, associations, and congregations to live
into the 1993 Apology of the United Church of Christ delivered to the Native Hawaiian
People by President Paul Sherry. We call upon the United Church of Christ’s General
Counsel’s office to listen to and consider recommendations from the Association of
Hawaiian Evangelical Churches, other Native Hawaiian organizations and Native
Hawaiian voices drafting communications to local, national and international leaders
and organizations calling for compliance with international humanitarian law and an end
to the illegal occupation of the Hawaiian islands.

» Reaffirm its commitment to stand alongside and in support of the efforts of Native
Hawaiians to seek redress and restitution for the war crimes of the US against the
Hawaiian Kingdom including, but not limited to, the crime of denationalization.
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