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Press Release
Harvest Home Worship Service at Old Zion German Reformed Church

On Sunday, September 8, 2024, at 3:00 p.m., Old Zion German Reformed Church, Brickerville, will conduct an annual anniversary service.  The service provides an opportunity to reflect on Old Zion’s rich history and faith traditions.  This year’s theme will be “Harvest Home,” and will draw on excerpts from a late 19th Century liturgy of the Reformed Church entitled “Golden Sheaves.”  For the last several hundred years, Protestant churches have celebrated and given thanks for abundant harvests.  In many rural churches, whose congregations were comprised of farm families and businesses supporting agriculture, the Harvest Home celebrations were a highlight each year.  The photo attached shows a decorated alter in honor of Harvest Home at Bethany Church in Ephrata in 1905. 

Rev. William LaSalle will portray the Rev. Frederick C. Hullhorst, who served as the minister at Old Zion, Bethany, and Jerusalem Church in Penryn from 1896 to 1902.  The worship service will include music and hymns from the period and will feature the choir from nearby Brickerville United Lutheran Church, which has had a long-standing relationship with Old Zion Church.   J.P. Welliver, Director of Music at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Penryn, will play the historical pump organ at Old Zion as part of the service.  A free-will offering will be collected during the service and donated to Ephrata Area Social Services and Warwick Community Chest.  In addition, Scott Hartz will display a variety of antique and period farm implements.

Please join us for an afternoon of faith, music, history, and fellowship.  Refreshments will be served after the service.  Old Zion German Reformed Church is located near Brickerville at 187 Reifsnyder Rd.

Please visit our website www.oldzionchurch.org 

Directions
From Lititz – take Route 501 North of Lititz, turn right at the light at Brubaker Valley Road, and turn left on Reifsnyder Road

From Ephrata – take Route 322 west of Ephrata, turn left on Reifsnyder Road as you enter Brickerville
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Harvest Home Altar Decorations in 1905 at Bethany Church in Ephrata.  Bethany United Church of Christ, Ephrata, PA.
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