
A Message from PCC 

November 27, 2019 
 

Dear friends of Penn Central Conference, 
 

“But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, and the blind.” (Luke 14:13) 

As a child I spent the Thanksgiving holiday with ex-
tended family on our family’s farm in western NY 
State. The farm was run by my father’s two brothers. 
They and their families, along with my grandmother, 
still lived on site. My father’s 3 sisters would come to 
the farm as well, and with them all of the nieces, 
nephews, cousins, spouses, and various special 
guests. The massive Thanksgiving dinner could top 
60 people. Our gathering had the format of a ritual 
that rarely varied: a ham dinner Wednesday night at 
Uncle Bob’s house; Thanksgiving Day parade and 
donuts the next morning; getting dressed up; going to 
Uncle Dick’s house; helping to set the multiple tables; 
joining hands in a large circle for prayer; and then eat-
ing. After eating came pie, football, naps, walking 
through (or playing in) the barns, visiting the cows 
(and barn cats), and looking over now-dormant fields 
frosted with snow. The day ended with turkey sand-
wiches at Uncle Bob’s house as we watched a slide 
show of someone’s recent travels.  

If it sounds ideal, it was. Not until I was older did I 
come to learn that not everyone’s Thanksgiving 
looked like ours did. I knew my friends had “good” 
Thanksgivings, but I didn’t know beyond that. Only in 
time did I learn that for some, Thanksgiving was an 
anxiety-fueled event that involved things like alcohol 
abuse, harsh words, familial rejection, political argu-
ment, or simply silence and emptiness. I learned that 
the reality of holidays was emotionally complicated, 
psychologically messy, and politically fraught. Turns 
out, that’s true of all of life, not just the holidays. As 
we mature, we come to see the nuances, the shades 
of hidden pain, the diversity of lives around us – and 
ideally we become more empathetic. 

When I imagine a church at its best, I think of that that 
dinner on the farm. A place of warmth, abundant spir-
itual food, loving acceptance, and great joy. And I hold 
to an image of worship at its best 

Upcoming Retreats: 

2020 VISION Retreat is for everyone willing to work for 
the future of Hartman Center to spend time together devel-
oping ACTION PLANS for 2020.  December 6, 2019 at 
2:00PM through noon on December 8, 2019 Register 
online. 

Men's Retreat: Seasons of a Man's Life Friday, January 
17, 2020 at 7PM - Sunday January 19, 2020 at 1PM register 
online   

The PCC Confirmation Retreat will be held March 27 - 
29, 2020 at Hartman Center.  This weekend is always a 

great opportunity for our confirmands to explore "Being The 
Church" and to connect with other youth.    

Planning for this retreat is done by the Pastors and/or youth 
leaders of the participating churches.  Please contact Pastor 
Patty Dodds as soon as possible if your church is interested 
in participating. 717-502-2246 or  
Program@HartmanCenter.com  

Hartman Center 

Ephesians 6:18 (NLT) 

Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay 

alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers eve-

rywhere. 

This week, we pray for each other as we continue to live 

into God's calling... 

Trinity UCC, Watsontown 

Church of the Apostles UCC, Waynesboro 

Trinity UCC, Waynesboro 

Mazeppa Union, Lewisburg 

Prayers for Penn Central Conference 

Continues on back 



ground? Join us for an evening of music and words 
designed to build understanding. Uplifting songs of uni-
ty and inspiration will be interwoven with speakers from 
the community who will share personal stories to help 

us understand how it feels to walk in their shoes.  

December 8, 4:00PM  

A Thrill of Hope, the Weary World Rejoices  

Santee Chapel, Lancaster Theological Seminary 
555 W James St, Lancaster, PA 17603  

Get your Christmas spirit flowing and feet tapping with 
a heart-warming holiday program of music for voice, 

organ, piano and Celtic harp. Presented by Scott Sicili-
ano, pastor, composer, musician and Seminary grad 
known for his angelic voice and musical versatility.  

December 14, 6:00PM—8:00PM 

Live Nativity 

First UCC Middleburg 
8671 Route 522, Middleburg, PA 17842 

Check out other upcoming events on our website: 
https://pccucc.org/calendar/ 

Read our full weekly eNews: 
https://pccucc.org/enews-archive/ 

Sign up for our weekly eNews: 
Link at bottom of any page on www.pccucc.org 

Message from the Conference cont’ Upcoming Events 

PCC Office Staff 

Rev. Carrie Call, PhD - Transitional Conference Minister  

email: ccall@pccucc.org / Phone: 717-652-1560 ex. 12   

Rev. Nora Driver Foust - Associate Conference Minister 

email: nfoust@pccucc.org / Phone: 717-652-1560 ex.13  

Rev. Patricia Dodds - Coordinator of Camps/Retreats/Youth Min-

istry email: program@hartmancenter.com / Phone: 570-506-

0677  

Scott Watts - Facilitator of Care to Clergy & Clergy Families 

email: swatts@pccucc.org / Phone: 717-652-1560 ex. 15  

C. Paul Keller - Office Manager 

email: pkeller@pccucc.org / Phone: 717-652-1560 ex. 14  

Laura Dalton - Administrative Assistant/Search & Call Assistant 

email: ldalton@pccucc.org / Phone: 717-652-1560 ex. 10 

Contact us! 

as the heavenly banquet, where all are fed, there is a 
seat for all (and not just at the children’s table), and 
no one goes away hungry. But for many people, as 
with holidays, they have not known the church to be 
the place of abundance and acceptance. They have-
n’t heard a good word, been warmly welcomed, or fed 
to bursting. Our gathering as church should offer - at 
the very least - a taste of the heavenly banquet. A 
feast where those who have known pain as well as 
joy; abuse as well as healing; estrangement as well 
as acceptance, can find a place at the table.  

As you sit to enjoy your own Thanksgiving dinner this 
week, consider what kind of a feast your church offers 
to the world. May it one of abundance, inclusion, and 
grace. 

Peace, 

Carrie 

Penn Central Conference is excited to announce the 
hiring of our new Coordinator for Camps and Retreats 
- Zoë D’heedene! Please join us in welcoming her to 

the team! 

"Greetings members of the Penn Central Confer-
ence! My name is Zoë D’heedene and I am thrilled 
to announce that I will be joining the staff of the 
PCC in the role of Coordinator of Camps and Re-
treats. I am in the last stretch of my seminary edu-
cation, am a member in discernment of the York 
Association, and a proud member of Dover UCC. I 
have been blessed to experience some of the 
wonderful variety our conference has to offer 
throughout my life as a youth and one new to min-
istry. Before even officially beginning in this role, I 
have felt the tremendous support of our confer-
ence and the passion surrounding our outdoor 
ministries program. I look forward to working with 
all of you to see what God has in store. Blessings 
and Shalom!" 

 

For all the sacrifices that clergy and lay church work-
ers have made in our congregations, over 100 years 

ago the Pension Boards of the United Church of 
Christ created the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of 
the Cross and the Emergency Fund, to help sup-
port them in retirement and during times of emergent 

need. Watch for more info soon! 

December 4, 7:00PM 

The Ripple Effect: If You Knew Me, You’d Love Me 

Salem (Roherstown) UCC 
2312 Marietta Ave, Lancaster, PA 17603 

It seems everywhere we look, people are taking sides 
and calling names. How can we learn to find common 


