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Members and friends of Penn Central Confer-

ence- 

Because perseverance is so difficult, even when supported 

by the grace of God, thence is the value of new begin-

nings. For new beginnings are the life of perseverance. – 

E.B. Pusey (1800-1882) 

Doing new things can be scary; change can be hard. 

New beginnings may be uncomfortable, upsetting, and 

anxiety-provoking. New beginnings can also be excit-

ing, eye-opening, and encouraging. You know the cli-

ché: “when one door closes, another 

opens.” Focusing on outdoor ministries in Penn Cen-

tral, let’s adapt it slightly: “when one camp closes, 

other camps open.” Sometimes going thru that new 

door -- or to that new camp -- is the only op-

tion. And so, we have…and here we are…in partner-

ship with Camps Nawakwa and Kirchenwald, The 

Wittel Farm, and Camp Mount Luther…persevering 

in new beginnings.    

At the same time though, persevering in the new 

does not mean deleting the past. Memories, experi-

ences, and relationships are held and shared. Last 

month, as I was walking with my son on the path to 
his cabin for his first week of camp at Nawakwa, we 

heard someone yell over, "Hey, you're from Hartman 

Center!" We looked over and recognized this person 

as an SST from several years ago. Even in this new 

place, Jacob immediately recognized Zach and, even in 

his Nawakwa staff t-shirt, Zach recognized Jacob. We 

were welcomed and felt like we belonged.  

The partnership between camp-as-we always-knew at 

Hartman Center and the camps-that-we-are-getting-

to-know is one that allows for the comfort of what is 

familiar and the challenge of what is new.  As we are 

guided by the past and supported by 

In partnership with Lutheran Camping Corpo-

ration 

Summer Camp: REGISTER ANYTIME! 

The 2021 summer camp schedule is set! There are 

camps for all ages and interests at both Kirchenwald 

and Nawakwa. Check out what is offered online.  

Hartman Center Spirit Week: 

Week of August 8 at Camp Mount Luther, Mifflinburg.  

Learn more here: https://pccucc.org/outdoor-ministry/ 

Outdoor Ministries 

Ephesians 6:18 (NLT) 

Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert 

and be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere. 

This week, we pray for each other as we continue to live 

into God's calling... 

Salona UCC, Mill Hall 

St. Paul's UCC, Schaefferstown 

St. Paul's UCC, Selinsgrove 

Mt. Zion Congregational UCC, Shamokin 
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the grace of God, we are able to make our way in the 

wilderness and the streams (Isaiah 43:19). Based on 

that Isaiah passage, the theme for summer camp at 

Hartman Center in 2013 was All Things New. That 

theme could be adopted again this year as we consid-

er the ministry programs in new places, with new 

people, and in new ways.  

The invitation to participate in opportunities at the 

Lutheran camps and facilities has been extended to 

every member of Penn Central. Many have found in-

terest in programs already: retreats; the Growing 

Project; open houses; worship; work days; and the 

Earth Day celebration. And right now, in this summer 

season, there are staff, volunteers, and campers from 

PCC at all of the sites. Where do your interests, abili-
ties, and ideas fit into outdoor ministry? I hope you 

find an enthusiasm (or at least a willingness) to ex-

plore the possibilities. 

Yes! Outdoor ministry and camp programs are taking 

us to new places and opening up new options!  How 

are these new beginnings giving us the chance to per-

severe? What experiences can be had? What ways 

can the partnership with our Lutheran friends be 

strengthened? What ideas can individuals, churches, 

and Conference groups explore to make use of these 

facilities? I encourage you to welcome what is before 

us so that wonderful new beginnings continue to 

come and so that what is becoming will continue to 

grow. I pray you find comfort in knowing that going 

to summer camp, on a retreat, and to other pro-

grams in God’s creation -- even in new places -- still 

offers something unique, something special, and 

something inspiring.  

-Anne Rankin 

Facilitator for Outdoor Ministries 

Go Green Sunday Mt. Zion UCC, York 

August 8, 2021, 1:00PM-3:00PM 

Jim Antel will join via Zoom for a conversation about 

climate change, Penn State will share about pollinator 

gardens and more. 

 

"Dr. Joe" Utterback live in concert! 

Friday, August 20, 7PM - Free Admission 

Colonial Park UCC, Harrisburg 


