
Declaration For a Just Peace Between Israel and Palestine 

 

A Summary by Kathy Brown 

 

The Bible:  Genesis 12:3 states, “I will bless those who bless you, and the one who 

curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  

The writers of this resolution pointed out that this verse is ultimately “not about 

possession of land, but about the role of the people of Israel as a blessing that ‘all 

the families of the earth shall be blessed.’”  They quoted Kairos Palestine:  A Word 

of Faith, Hope and Love From the Heart of Palestinian Suffering (2009), in which 

Palestinian Christians point out that the meaning of these promises is not about 

politics, but about the fulfillment of the Kingdom of God on earth. 

 

The Resolution:  The resolution again calls for a just peace between Israel and 

Palestine.  The writers have heard the cry of anguish from the Palestinian people 

and call on Israel to end the unjust system of laws that oppress the Palestinians.  

The resolution calls on all churches in the United Church of Christ to advocate 

for a just peace by listening to Palestinians, implementing prior Synod 

resolutions (2015, 2017), examining our liturgies and scriptures for ways that 

equate ancient Israel with the modern nation-state, supporting college students 

and faculty whose right to speak against Israel has been denied, advocating for 

the cessation of US military to Israel until Palestinian rights have been restored, 

supporting the restoration of US funding for the United Nations Relief and 

Works Agency, and demanding that the plight of Palestinians be recognized by 

Israel and the international community. 

 

Action Taken By General Synod #33:  After much discussion about the inclusion 

of the phrases, “represents a sin in violation of the message of the biblical 

prophets,” (opponents note that only God can name a sin; advocates say that this 

is a quote from Palestine and that we know a sin when we see one), “Israel’s 
apartheid system of laws and legal procedures,” (opponents found the language 

too strong and liable to offend Jewish brothers and sisters; advocates again 

pointed out that this language came from Palestinians, and the word is appropriate 

to the situation), and, “any criticism of policies of the State of Israel is  inherently 

antisemitic” (again, concern about offending American Jewish people).  Ultimate 

the resolution passed as written. 

 

 For More Information:   

o Declaration of a Just Peace Between Israel and Palestine; a resolution of witness.  

Palestine-Israel-Just-Peace-Declaration.pdf (generalsynod.org) 

o The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 

East.  UNRWA | United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 

Refugees 

o Kairos Palestine and Global Kairos for Justice: https://www.cryforhope.org 

 

https://www.generalsynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Palestine-Israel-Just-Peace-Declaration.pdf
https://www.unrwa.org/
https://www.unrwa.org/
https://www.cryforhope.org/

