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On any given day, you never know who will show up for worship. One day a man with demon possession, i.e. an unclean spirit, showed up in a synagogue where Jesus was teaching. I want to focus more closely on this man with the unclean spirit because it seems to me that he is more significant than might first appear. 
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]It was unusual for someone like this man, who was deemed unclean, to be allowed in the synagogue. 
The gospel writer Mark did not make reference to the man barging his way in but described his entrance as “just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit.” (v.23)

The man defied all the laws, looking for release from that which held him bound. He was desperate and came looking for hope and healing in life’s sacred place. Using my imagination, I see him coming into the synagogue every Sabbath day crying out with his inside voice; the voice that no one but Jesus can hear. Like this man, perhaps what ails us is not always evident to others. 

While it may be difficult to relate to demon possession as it was expressed back then, perhaps it might correlate with some metaphorical modern-day demons like unforgiveness, fear, anger, cynicism, and self-doubt … to name a few. The metaphorical demons that haunt us are often invisible to others around us. But Jesus knows.
 
On that day, the man’s demons were the first to recognize Jesus’ presence and authority. And they could not keep it to themselves. They made Christ known to everyone when they cried out “…Jesus of Nazareth,… I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” (v.24) After his encounter with Jesus, the man found release from the demons and was healed. 
 
In Christ’s presence, we find a space where destructive spirits are resisted and where a different Spirit operates. That’s what the church is intended to be all about. Through Christ’s church, God draws near to you in the midst of life’s challenges. According to the psalmist, “The LORD is near to the brokenhearted, and saves the crushed in spirit.” (Psalm 34:18)

Through Christ’s church and his disciples, God is still at work casting out the unclean spirits in our lives, as well as the evil and injustice in the world. 

But how do others know about the church, this place with a different Spirit? Working in and through us, God wants to make Christ known through the ways we embody Christ’s spirit in your lives. 
May it be so.

In Christ, 
Monica
Rev. Dr. Monica Dawkins-Smith
Conference Minister and President

p.s. A video recording of the PCC Epiphany Worship Service will be available soon – many thanks to everyone who participated! Mark your calendar for February 18 to join us at Colonial Park UCC for the Harrisburg Association meeting to review the PCC 3-year Strategic (Missional) Plan. 
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