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“Hosanna!” the crowd shouted as they laid down their cloaks and branches on the ground for Jesus to ride on.  Hosanna was not an unusual greeting for that time of year. It was used as a prayer request asking God to “save us.” 

Riding into Jerusalem and being flanked by cloaks and branches was symbolically reserved for kings like David coming home from a victory. But Jesus’ entry on a colt, instead of a horse, made this festive occasion seem somewhat muted.

Jesus rode all the way into Jerusalem with the festal procession, got to the temple, entered the temple, looked around, then left. It was late, so he and his disciples left the temple and went back to Bethany. No, he did not teach. No, he did not clear the temple with righteous anger (that was delayed until later in the chapter). 

Without a compelling storyline or imagery, Jesus was not portrayed by the gospel writer Mark as someone who can save us from life’s overwhelming woes. So, who then will save us? We occasionally turn to Hollywood for the latest superhero movie. And for lack of heroes to save us, we look for ways to save ourselves, sometimes relegating God to a last resort. 
When life comes at us in unexpected ways, God’s ways do not always make sense and God’s timing might only make sense in hindsight. In our everyday lives, when we least expect it, God’s voice can echo through common sense advice from friends who tell us to “rest when you are tired.” The kind of simple yet sage advice that brings calm to anxious moments, changing our cries of “save us… (hosanna)” to sighs of gratitude. 
Hymns like “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” will be sung in a few churches this Palm Sunday recounting the day Jesus rode into Jerusalem, on his way to the cross. The congregation will wave palms as they sing, ushering in Holy Week. 
Invite friends and family to Holy Week services (Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday). And, welcome all who enter the church this week as fellow travelers on a journey to the cross … to experience the fullness of God’s love for us. Jesus did not die to make God love us but to demonstrate how much God already loves us. 
As we listen to Jesus preach words of love and forgiveness from the cross on Good Friday, may his words remind us of God’s caring voice amidst life’s troubles and pain.

Journeying together to the cross, 
Monica
Rev. Dr. Monica Dawkins-Smith
Conference Minister and President

p.s. A reflection on Mark 11:1-11 from the Christian Century



Christian Century link
https://www.christiancentury.org/article/living-word/march-25-palm-sunday-b-mark-111-11
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