
A Message from PCC 

April 28, 2021 
 

Members and friends of Penn Central Conference - 
 

“As they were going along the road, they came to some 

water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is 

to prevent me from being baptized?’ He commanded the 

chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, 

went down into the water, and Philip baptized him.” – Act 

8:36, 38 

 

Have you ever seen a scripture through a brand new 

lens that changes your understanding forever? This 

Sunday’s lectionary includes the story of Philip and the 

Ethiopian eunuch, and a few months back I heard a 
wonderful sermon by Father Shannon Kearns of the 

Old Catholic Church on this text that left me with 

goosebumps.   

 

Eunuchs were a gender minority in the ancient world 

– their genitalia were either surgically altered or oth-

erwise ambiguous. They were trusted by royalty as 

they could not reproduce and therefore did not have 

biological family ties. This particular eunuch was a 

court official in the royal court of Candace, the queen 

of Ethiopia.  

 

The eunuch in Acts 8 was returning from worshiping 

in Jerusalem and reading the prophet Isaiah when Phil-

ip, as directed by an angel, is travelling by.  

 

As people with damaged genitalia, eunuchs would not 

have been allowed to enter the inner courts of the 

temple. Despite the political power and wealth he 

possesses, the Ethiopian eunuch is, in many ways, on 

the outside of the faith he is studying. Perhaps he 

headed to Jerusalem having done enough research to 

know he would be denied complete entrance into the 

temple. Or maybe it was a shock to 
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Summer Camp: REGISTER ANYTIME! 

The 2021 summer camp schedule is set! There are 

camps for all ages and interests at both Kirchenwald 

and Nawakwa. Check out what is offered online.  

PCC is covering half of camp registration for mem-

bers! To learn more email  

Anne Rankin at annerankin524@gmail.com  

or Paul at pkeller@pccucc.org 

Summer Staff Recruitment -- GOING ON 

NOW!  

Calling all high school kids, college-age young adults, 

and adults interested in working at 
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Ephesians 6:18 (NLT) 

Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert 

and be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere. 

This week, we pray for each other as we continue to live 

into God's calling... 
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camp this summer! Lutheran Camping Corporation is 

recruiting now for this summer's camp season. 

Learn more here: https://pccucc.org/outdoor-ministry/ 
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him when he arrived after a long pilgrimage only to 

face a closed door.  

 

The passage he was reading is only a few chapters 

before this scripture: “I will give [eunuchs], in my house 

and within my walls, a monument and a name better than 

sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting 

name that shall not be cut off.” (Isaiah 56:5) Maybe he 

was struggling to reconcile that holy promise with the 

sting of being rejected from the inner temple. 

 

But even after possible rejection, this eunuch had not 

given up. He was still studying the Hebrew prophets. 

And after speaking with Philip he has the audacity to 

say “what is to prevent me from being bap-
tized?” (emphasis mine) 

 

The eunuch knew nothing of Paul’s prophetic words 

to the church in Rome “neither death, nor life, nor an-

gels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all cre-

ation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.” Yet the Ethiopian eunuch knew 

that human-made walls cannot keep anyone on the 

outside of this saving message. 

 

Nothing could prevent him from being baptized – he 

claimed that baptism for himself. He didn’t wait for 

Phillip to offer it, he didn’t wait for the temple rules 

to be changed. He felt God’s love and claimed it. 

Seeing this story through the eyes of the Eunuch left 

me asking myself these questions: When have I felt on 

the outside? When have I had to claim the promise of 

God’s love without the support of a system or estab-

lishment? And, more importantly, when have I been a 

gatekeeper erecting walls in a vain attempt to contain 

the uncontainable love of God? 

 

Blessings, 

  

C. Paul Keller 

Office Manager 

Penn Central Conference 

Penn Central Conference’s Annual Meeting will be 

online again this year. Registration links will be availa-

ble very soon - save the date of June 12, 2021 for this 

meeting. 

Changes to the conference bylaws will be up for vote 

at this meeting. Two special meetings via Zoom will 

happen in June 1st to ask questions about the changes 

registration links to follow soon as well. If you have 

not seen the proposed changes, go to pccucc,org and 

click on the “Annual Meeting” tab for documents. 

UCC’s General Synod 33, “Rooted In Love”, will be 

occurring July 11-18, 2021. Learn more at generalsyn-

od.org 

Save the dates 


