
A Message from PCC 

November 13, 2019 
 

Dear friends of Penn Central Conference, 
 

In the October 9th issue of The Christian Century, sev-

eral first person narrative essays about Dirt were pub-

lished as part of The Buechner Narrative Writing Pro-

ject. The cover elicited a clear memory. This week’s 

Psalm (46) brought it to mind again. As I think about 

the things I am thankful for, I list dirt and the bounty of 

the earth among them. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 
    and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 
though its waters roar and foam 
    and the mountains quake with their surging. 
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
    the holy place where the Most High dwells. 
God is within her, she will not fall; 
    God will help her at break of day. 

Several years ago, Valerie Tutson shared a prayer at 

a National Youth Event that has never been far from 

my spiritual tool-kit. In it, she has a coliseum of youth 

and adults facing the four directions and then crouch-

ing on the ground and reaching toward the sky. Sepa-

rated by layers of concrete, our prayer about and for 

the earth as we crouched connected me in a way that 

years of camping had not. Connection to the earth 

literally and figuratively grounds me. After reading 

these essays on Dirt, I returned to this prayer for a 

week or so as the weather allowed.  

In my backyard facing East, standing with my arms 

outstretched – God of the rising Sun, thank you for the 

gift of this new day. May I use it to spread your love. 

Turning to face the North, standing with hands out in 

front of me and palms up – God may you be my true 

North always directing my ways and calling me closer 

to you. When I stray, pull me back to you. 

Turning to face the South, wrapping my arms around 

myself – Comforting God, may the 

Upcoming Retreats: 

2020 VISION Retreat is for everyone willing to work for 
the future of Hartman Center to spend time together devel-
oping ACTION PLANS for 2020.  December 6, 2019 at 
2:00PM through noon on December 8, 2019 Register 
online. 

Men's Retreat: Seasons of a Man's Life Friday, January 
17, 2020 at 7PM - Sunday January 19, 2020 at 1PM register 
online   

The PCC Confirmation Retreat will be held March 27 - 
29, 2020 at Hartman Center.  This weekend is always a 

great opportunity for our confirmands to explore "Being The 
Church" and to connect with other youth.    

Planning for this retreat is done by the Pastors and/or youth 
leaders of the participating churches.  Please contact Pastor 
Patty Dodds as soon as possible if your church is interested 
in participating. 717-502-2246 or  
Program@HartmanCenter.com  

Hartman Center 

Ephesians 6:18 (NLT) 

Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay 

alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers eve-

rywhere. 

This week, we pray for each other as we continue to live 

into God's calling... 

Trinity UCC, Turbotville 

Emmanuel UCC, Tusseyville 

Saint John's UCC, Tylersville 

Saint Paul's UCC, Verdilla 

Prayers for Penn Central Conference 

Continues on back 



Salem (Roherstown) UCC 
2312 Marietta Ave, Lancaster, PA 17603 

It seems everywhere we look, people are taking sides 
and calling names. How can we learn to find common 
ground? Join us for an evening of music and words 

designed to build understanding. Uplifting songs of uni-
ty and inspiration will be interwoven with speakers from 
the community who will share personal stories to help 

us understand how it feels to walk in their shoes.  

 

December 8, 4:00PM  

A Thrill of Hope, the Weary World Rejoices  

Santee Chapel, Lancaster Theological Seminary 
555 W James St, Lancaster, PA 17603  

Get your Christmas spirit flowing and feet tapping with 
a heart-warming holiday program of music for voice, 

organ, piano and Celtic harp. Presented by Scott Sicili-
ano, pastor, composer, musician and Seminary grad 
known for his angelic voice and musical versatility.  

 

Check out other upcoming events on our website: 
https://pccucc.org/calendar/ 

Read our full weekly eNews: 
https://pccucc.org/enews-archive/ 

Sign up for our weekly eNews: 
Link at bottom of any page on www.pccucc.org 
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Rev. Carrie Call, PhD - Transitional Conference Minister  

email: ccall@pccucc.org / Phone: 717-652-1560 ex. 12   

Rev. Nora Driver Foust - Associate Conference Minister 

email: nfoust@pccucc.org / Phone: 717-652-1560 ex.13  

Rev. Patricia Dodds - Coordinator of Camps/Retreats/Youth Min-

istry email: program@hartmancenter.com / Phone: 570-506-

0677  

Scott Watts - Facilitator of Care to Clergy & Clergy Families 

email: swatts@pccucc.org / Phone: 717-652-1560 ex. 15  

C. Paul Keller - Office Manager 

email: pkeller@pccucc.org / Phone: 717-652-1560 ex. 14  

Laura Dalton - Administrative Assistant/Search & Call Assistant 

email: ldalton@pccucc.org / Phone: 717-652-1560 ex. 10 

Contact us! 

warmth of your love so embrace me this day that I 

might share it with those that need it most. 

Then facing West, palms down and out in front of me 

– At the close of the day, God of Sabbath, remind me 

to rest in you. 

Down on knees with body folded over (as if in a ball) 

with hands outstretched and palms down touching the 

ground – Creator, Source of my being, may I live to-

day in ways that respect the Earth and all that comes 

from it and all that dwell on it. Help me to BE today. 

Standing up and stretching to tip-toe and reaching 

skyward with my head tilted up – God of all creation, 

thank you! Thank you! Thank you! May I be a blessing 

in the world today. Amen 

(Often each of these positions are held for minutes as 

the prayer takes life of its own. When I have led it with 

groups, I try to hold 20-30 seconds of silence in each 

pose after the introductory line for participants to in-

clude prayers of their hearts that the words or action 

inspires.) 

Get outside and pray with your face to the rising sun 
or your body connected to the dirt.  

Shalom, 

Nora 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For all the sacrifices that clergy and lay church work-
ers have made in our congregations, over 100 years 

ago the Pension Boards of the United Church of 
Christ created the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of 
the Cross and the Emergency Fund, to help sup-
port them in retirement and during times of emergent 

need. Watch for more info soon! 

 

December 4, 7:00PM 

The Ripple Effect: If You Knew Me, You’d Love Me 


