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The Work of Christmas 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

when the star in the sky is gone, 

when the kings and princes are home, 

when the shepherds are back with their 

flocks, 

the work of Christmas begins: 

to find the lost, 

to heal the broken, 

to feed the hungry, 

to release the prisoner, 

to rebuild the nations, 

to bring peace among the people, 

to make music in the heart. 

The poem “The Work of Christmas” is from Howard 

Thurman’s The Mood of Christmas and Other Celebrations 

 

 

 

 

Ephesians 6:18 (NLT) 

Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert 

and be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere. 

This week, we pray for each other as we continue to live 

into God's calling... 
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hymn selection, lectionary passages, and more, as well 

as touch on sermon preparation for those filling that 

need. All are welcome, please register. 

Virtual Choir 

One of John Rutter's newest Christmas carols, All the 

Stars Looked Down is a setting by Rutter of a text by 

G. K. Chesterton.  For use throughout the Christmas 

season, including Epiphany.  It is available now on the 

PCC YouTube Channel. 

 

Camp Director Pastor Alice shares, "please mark your 

calendar for next year's HC Spirit camp at Hart-

man Center Campground and Retreat Center - 

Sunday, July 28th through Saturday, August 3rd, 2024.  

God’s Dance Party 

Hartman Center Winter Retreat 

January 12th-14th $100 

Attention youth and youth leaders (if you're not a 

youth leader, please pass this on to whoever works 

with the youth or communicates with the youth in 

your church): 

Are you in 6th to 12th grade? Looking for a break af-

ter the Christmas season? Want to get away from 

your family for a couple days? Missing Hartman Cen-

ter?   

We can help! Come party with us at our winter youth 

retreat from January 12 to 14. We'll be at Hartman 

Center in Hartman lodge (formerly Micheaux lodge) 

and maybe some cabins. You can't beat the price. Use 

code PCC2024 for a 50% campership. 

Register now and tell your friends to register too.  

https://penncentralconference.regfox.com/hc-winter-

youth-retreat-2024 

Camp makes a great Christmas gift. Check out 

the summer options from our partners at Lutheran 

Camping Corporation's Kirchenwald (and Nawakwa)  

https://www.lutherancamping.org/summer-camp/youth-

summer-programs/ 

Worship Planning for Lay Leaders 

Feb 5, 2024, 6:30PM 

Many members of consistories and church councils 

are finding themselves needing to do more with wor-

ship planning for their congregation, some are even 

stepping into the pulpit. Our Penn Central Churches 

are experiencing longer and longer seasons of transi-

tion and interim and supply leadership is just not filling 

the whole of the growing need. This 90-minute work-

shop will look at available resources to assist lay lead-

ers with worship development like liturgies, prayers, 
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