
A Message from PCC 

October 06, 2021 
 

 

Dear Members & Friends of Penn Central Confer-

ence, 
 

Throughout the Penn Central Conference and the greater 

United Church of Christ, we celebrated World Commun-

ion Sunday this past week. We did this knowing that other 

Christians throughout the world, in congregations big and 

small, in English, Korean, French, and Swahili, shared com-

munion on this day, as we did. Maybe they had bread or 

crackers or wine, juice, or milk (as one young person re-

quested during our Children’s Sermon).  It was a time to 

recognize that truly God has blessed us with the abundant 

gifts of creation. We were reminded that the communion 

table is God’s table…it is for all of us, and it’s a table of 

grace.  
 

We are blessed as part of the Penn Central Conference of 

the United Church of Christ. Your Board of Directors met 

this past Saturday, and we would like to update the mem-

bers of the conference about our work – the blessings of 

our conference! 
 

1.      Everyone is asking about the sale of Hartman Cen-

ter. While we can’t publicize the buyer at this time, please 

know that the sale is moving forward. Members of the staff 

and board have been dealing with some ongoing sewer 

issues, but we believe these have been remediated at this 

time. The title company has requested a full survey of the 

property to assure boundary line markers, and this will be 

completed sometime in November. These are some addi-

tional expenses that the conference will need to cover be-

fore ownership of the camp is turned over. Members of 

the board will be developing guidelines for the investing 

and use of the money received from this sale. 
 

2.      And speaking of Camp, the relationship with the Lu-

theran Camping Association is going exceptionally 

well. We had a good number of campers attend summer 

camp, with expenses covered by the conference or their 

local church. Rev. Foust will be joining the Lutheran Camp-

ing Corporation Board of Directors this year, with addi-

tional staff and volunteers coming on 

In partnership with Lutheran Camping Corpo-

ration 

FALL FOLIAGE DAYS 

October 24; 1-6 p.m. @ Kirchenwald and Nawakwa 

[Free] Come to camp for the afternoon to enjoy fall 

activities, worship, and a picnic supper.  

ANNUAL QUILT AUCTION 

November 7 @ Nawakwa This fun-filled day of bid-

ding raises money for the Lutheran Camping Corpora-

tion’s Endowment Fund, which helps to financially sus-

tain LCC’s outdoor ministry activities and programs. 

Learn more here: https://pccucc.org/outdoor-ministry/ 

Outdoor Ministries 

Ephesians 6:18 (NLT) 

Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert 

and be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere. 

This week, we pray for each other as we continue to live 

into God's calling... 

Zion UCC, York 

St. Jacob’s UCC, York New Salem 

St. Peter's UCC, Aaronsburg 

Salem UCC, Spring Mills 

Prayers for Penn Central Conference 

Continues on back 



e. The board reviewed the Strategic Plan. This is the tool 

we use to plan, outline, and hold ourselves accountable to 

the work of the conference. All work is underway and 

many items have been accomplished. We have remarkable 

staff and board that are doing work on behalf of the confer-

ence, and we are so blessed! 
 

6.      The board spent time discussing two additional topics, 

the first being a follow up to this year’s General Synod and 

the many resolutions that were passed. The Strategic Plan 

will be updated to include work related to two specific res-

olutions passed at General Synod. The first is “Who Will 

Speak for the Trees” and the second is “Racism as a Public 

Health Crisis/Racial Justice”. There is much interest in our 

conference on both critical issues and actionable items will 

be added to the strategic plan. You can learn more in the 

coming weeks and months as updates and resources are 

shared in the E-News and resources added to the ‘soon to 

be upgraded’ Website! In addition, the board began to think 

about the future of the conference and how we need to 

prepare for that future to assure our continued ministry.  
 

Once again, I want to thank our very passionate staff, the 

committed leadership of our Conference Minister, and our 

amazing Board of Directors. We truly are blessed with 

abundance! 
 

In Christ’s Name, 

Shirley Keith Knox 

Moderator, Penn Central Conference 
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board in the coming months.  A Youth & Confirmation 

Retreat is scheduled for mid-March so STAY TUNED for 

details. Special thanks to Board Member Dr. Janis Taylor 

who played a significant role in becoming the Medical Di-

rector, improving recordkeeping, and recruiting nursing 

staff for events over the year. Camp does not happen 

without nursing coverage! In addition, Hartman Center 

Spirit Week was a huge success and plans are underway 

for 2022. Please note: The Board will be forming an Out-

door Ministry Commission with one person from each 

Association, to oversee the use of funds received from the 

sale of Hartman Center.  
 

3.      The sale of St. John’s in Lebanon is now final and 

those that have visited the building since the change in 

ownership shared such wonderful news on the upgrades 

made to the building. The new owner is a Spanish Pente-

costal church. They love the building and will be excellent 

stewards. The monies from the sale has gone into a special 

account with the Conference for use by Lebanon Associa-

tion churches and organizations in the form of grants. 
 

4.      Staff updated the board regarding their many activi-

ties, including Theological Roundtables, a Poetry as Prayer 

group, Communities of Practice, the development of 

Committee on Ministry Training Modules, Search and Call, 

a support group for pastors, Congregational Empower-

ment Academy, and consultation with local churches, to 

name a few. Staff regularly preach on Sunday mornings at 

churches throughout our conference. In addition, our con-

ference minister is communicating with the new Dean of 

Moravian Seminary and Lancaster Theological Seminary 

regarding how the Penn Central Conference can be en-

gaged in the continued ministry of LTS. 
 

5.      Other Business Items: 

a. The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed and approved for 

audit. Giving to the OCWM was down in August, but Sep-

tember giving has improved! THANK YOU local churches! 

b. Changes to the Personnel Polices have been proposed 

and the board will be making final updates in the coming 

weeks. 
 

c. The Rev. Dr. Carrie Call has signed the lease for the 

office relocation to St. Thomas in Linglestown. All 

(especially staff) are excited about this move which will 

begin in early November. We thank St. Thomas for the 

changes they made in their building to accommodate the 

church office needs. This move will allow the church office 

to “downsize” and “right size” and will be a savings of 

$5,000 per year! 
 

d. Rev. Rick Luciotti officially started in September as Facil-

itator of Care to Clergy and Clergy Families and the board 

provided an official welcome. 


