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“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.”
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

The week of March 4 will mark the 53rd anniversary of the Selma to Montgomery marches. Many people, including Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., joined protesters to march in support of voting rights for African Americans. Over fifty years ago, this movement and zeal served as the impetus for the civil rights movement which sought to achieve equal rights for all people, including African-Americans, women, Latino/a Americans, Asian-Americans, LGBTQ Americans, and Americans with disabilities. 

According to John’s gospel, Jesus showed up to the temple that day with zeal. It was almost Passover and when Jesus got to the temple it was buzzing with activity from several vendors. Money changers were busy exchanging Roman currency for authorized temple currency. They were all doing what they had always done. Often what captures our imagination in this story is Jesus’ zealous action of turning over tables and pouring out the money changers’ coins. 

This is a familiar story. We are used to hearing it from the perspective of the gospel writers, Matthew, Mark and Luke. In those gospels, Jesus accused moneychangers of making the temple into a “den of robbers” (Mt. 21:12-13, Mk. 11:15-19, Lk. 19:45-46). The moneychangers and those with authority over the temple were implicated in defrauding the poor. In these synoptic accounts, this incident occurred later in Jesus’ ministry. However, in John’s gospel, this story happened early in Jesus’ ministry because it was important to the theological trajectory. 

Soon after his baptism, Jesus was identified as the “…Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) Because Jesus was the Lamb of God, his presence in the temple signaled that sacrifices and related transactions were no longer necessary. Yet people in the temple seemed oblivious to this reality. Distracted by all the commercial transactions, they had lost focus on their relationship with God. In an effort to refocus them on a new and fuller relationship with God, through him, Jesus’ zeal led him to get rid of all the things that stood in the way. 

With spring approaching, are we ready to do a thorough spring cleaning of the areas in our lives that keep us from a fuller relationship with God? 

The season of Lent beckons us to consider things we need to let go to cling to a closer relationship with Christ Jesus. May we respond faithfully. 

Lenten Blessings, 
Monica
Rev. Dr. Monica Dawkins-Smith
Conference Minister and President
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