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Word of  Life: 
The Beatitudes 

Matthew 5:3 

January 29, 2023 

Fourth Sunday After Epiphany 

 
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

The Old Testament Reading  Micah 6:1-8 
1 Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills 
hear your voice. 2 Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring 
foundations of the earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his people, and he will 
contend with Israel. 3 ‘O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied 
you? Answer me! 4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you 
from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.  
5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son  
of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know 
the saving acts of the Lord.’ 6 ‘With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself 
before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, with calves a year 
old? 7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with tens of thousands of rivers 
of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of 
my soul?’ 8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of 
you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

The Gospel Reading Matthew 5:1-12 

1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his  
disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the  
kingdom of heaven. 
11 ‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.’ 
 

 
 

Jesus said to them, “Blessed are the poor in spirit,  
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS - Fifth Sunday After Epiphany  
The Old Testament  Deuteronomy 30:15-20  
The Psalm  Psalm 119:1-8  
The New Testament   1 Corinthians 3:1-9  
The Gospel Matthew 5:21-37  



    

Peace Lutheran Church 
The Church that Welcomes and Serves 

2106 South Cushman Avenue, Tacoma, WA 98405, www.peacelutherantacoma.org 
(253) 383-1317 Church Office, (253) 383-0702 Peace Community Center 

Welcome to worship at Peace! Please see the Peace Lutheran Church website 
www.peacelutherantacoma.org or Facebook page (Facebook Peace Lutheran Tacoma) 
or YouTube channel (contact church office for link) for online worship videos. 
+ We worship in person at 8:30 & 11 am and live stream 11 am on our Facebook page. 
+ Children and worship: We offer a Children’s Worship Time during 11 am worship. Pew 
Pal activity bags are hanging near the entrance for children to use in worship. Childcare 
(Nursery) is provided in the basement for children 4 and under. A cry room is just outside 
the worship space. Please bring your own toys. 
+ Holy Communion is open to all who desire God’s gifts of grace and love. Bread and 
wine/grape juice are distributed at the time of Communion, or pick up prepackaged     
Communion elements at the Welcome Table, or, if you are worshiping remotely, prepare 
bread and wine/grape juice for yourself. A gluten-free option is available.  
If you desire Baptism, please talk with Pastor John. 
+ Decisions about when a child should receive Communion belong to the family.      
Communion preparation materials are available for parents to provide instruction at home, 
and Pastor John is happy to help families with this. 
+ Transportation: Need a ride to worship? Call the church, press * dial 120, to leave a 
message on the van line. 
+ If you would like to make an offering to the ministry of Peace Lutheran Church,  
please give in person Sundays in the Offering Box, or send your financial contribution to 
Peace Lutheran Church (address above), donate through the Giving link on the church 
website, or call the church office 253-383-1317 to set up electronic giving. 
+ If you have questions or concerns or prayer requests or a desire for pastoral care 
please contact Pastor John (pastorjohn@peacetacoma.org, 253-383-1317 ext. 101). 
 
 

THE GATHERING 
Opening Songs    “Lord, I Just Want to Thank You” Rick Pringle *  
Lord I just want to thank you (4x) 
I want to thank you for being so good to me, so good to me. 
Lord I just want to praise you... 
 

                            “Come on and Bless the Lord with Me”  Carleton Pearson, Azuza Praise, Jubilee, 2000 * 

Come on and praise the Lord with me. (4x) Hallelujah! (4x) 
Come on and bless the Lord with me. (4x) Hallelujah! (4x) 
Come on and praise the Lord with me… Come on and clap your hands with me… 
 

                             “Holy Spirit, You Are Welcome” 
Holy Spirit, you are welcome, let your glory now fill this place,  
For we long to feel your Spirit, let your presence now fill this place,  
King of Glory, Lion of Judah, Awesome Ruler, Prince of Peace,  
You’re a mighty God, Lord of majesty, let your presence now fill this place. 
 

Sharing God’s Peace 
Leader:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. People: And also with you. 

 

Prayer 

THE WORD                                                         
(See back of bulletin for readings)   

The Old Testament Reading                                                                  Micah 6:1-8  
 
 

Gospel Song   “Holy Ground”   
Geron Davis© 1983 Meadowgreen Music Company (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Songchannel Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing * 

We are standing on holy ground, and I know that there are angels all around.  
Let us praise Jesus now, we are standing in his presence on holy ground.                                                     
 

The Gospel                                                                                          Matthew 5:1-12 
 

Gospel Song   “Holy Ground”   

 

11 am Children’s Worship Time  (Children are invited to the basement classroom.) 
 

Sermon                                     Pastor John 
  

Song of the Day “I’m Gonna See Your Victory”  
Jason Ingram, Christopher Joel Brown, Steven Furtick, Benjamin David Fielding- Elevation Worship 2019  

The weapon may be formed but it won’t prosper,  
When the darkness falls it won’t prevail,  
‘Cause the God I serve knows only how to triumph,  
Oh my God will never fail, my God will never fail.  
Refrain: I'm gonna see your victory (2x) for the battle belongs to You, Lord. (2x)  
There's power in the mighty name of Jesus. Every war He wages He will win. 
I'm not backing down from any giant, ‘cause I know how this story ends. 
Yes, I know how this story ends.                                      Refrain…. 
 

Sharing About Life and Ministry, Celebrations and Concerns of the Community   

 

The Prayers of the People of God 

    Prayer Response:   “Give Me You”  Shana Wilson 2018, Everlasting *                                 

Give me you, everything else must wait,  
Lord give me you, I hope I’m not too late. (2x) 
It’s me, O Lord, I’m on my knees crying out to you. (2x) 

 

THE MEAL 
The Words of Institution / The Lord’s Prayer / The Meal Is Shared 

(All who desire God’s gifts of grace and love are invited to share in the meal of Holy Communion.) 

Communion Music    “What Can Wash Away My Sin?”  
                                    Robert Lowery 1826-1899 Plainfield, Robert Lowry, 1826-1899 *                               

What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
What can make me whole again? Nothing but the blood of Jesus.  
Oh, precious is that flow that makes me white as snow,  
No other fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
  

The Communion Blessing 
 

The Benediction 
THE SENDING 

Sending Song  “Weeping May Endure” Twylla Moore * 
Weeping may endure, weeping may endure for a night, (2x) 
But joy, joy comes in the morning. (2x) 
I will lift up mine eyes, to the hills from whence cometh my help O’ Lord, (4x) 
But joy, joy comes in the morning. (2x) 
 

The Dismissal  Leader:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord!  People:  Thanks be to God! 
 

* For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com/CCLI License #2802475  


