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Peace Lutheran Church Worship
Join live stream Sunday worship at 10 am on the
church Facebook page, or check out the video of
the worship service later on the church Facebook
page or YouTube channel (if you haven’t yet,
subscribe to our YouTube channel),
or follow the link on our website.
Caring for Creation:
Summer Bible Adventure
(also known as Vacation Bible School)

Regular Offering to Peace Thank you for your generous giving! In this difficult time, please continue
giving financial support to Peace Lutheran Church. Please send your offering by mail or electronic
means. If you would like to get set up for regular online giving, please contact Damishe in the church
office at 253-383-1317. You may also make a secure donation on the church website.
Church Directory If you would like a current copy of the church directory, please contact Damishe in
the church office (plcadmin@peacetacoma.org, 253-383-1317).
Conversation Around Race Videos and Reflection Check the Peace website under “Publications” tab
and find the section titled Conversation Around Race for two very important links for your deep reflection and challenge to action:
 TED Talk video “We Need to Talk About Injustice” by Bryan Stevenson, human rights lawyer,
with reflection questions. He shares hard truths about America's justice system, starting with a
massive imbalance along racial lines.
 The video “The Cross and the Lynching Tree: A Requiem for Ahmaud Arbery,” by Rev. Dr. Otis
Moss III, a powerful sermon about America’s Original Sin of racism — how we might repent of it and
be healed from it. Reflection questions are provided.
Community Meals Friday Community Meals are “grab and go” style at the door every Friday from
5:30-6:30 pm. We are also sharing information about accessing community resources and services during the Covid-19 pandemic.
Grab & Go Snacks & Activities Peace and KBTC partner Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays, 11am–
1pm to provide snacks and PBS Kids educational activity packets. Pick one up!

One day only!
Saturday, August 22 from 12-4 pm
Kids and families, come for a time to learn about God’s
creation and how God wants us to take care of it!
Start by sharing a meal. Enjoy fun activities!
Free! Registration will start mid-summer.
During this COVID-19 pandemic, our prayers are with families who have lost loved ones, all who suffer, and all who respond in care. All public gatherings at Peace have been canceled. Please check the
church website www.peacelutherantacoma.org, Facebook page (Facebook Peace Lutheran Tacoma),
or YouTube channel for online worship videos and faith resources.

Peace Lutheran
Church
Peace Lutheran Church 2106 S. Cushman Avenue Tacoma, WA 98405
Website:
www.peacelutherantacoma.org
Facebook:
PeaceWA
Lutheran
Peace Lutheran
Church 2106 S. Cushman Avenue
Tacoma,
98405,Tacoma
253-383-1317
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Pastor’s Reflection
People of Peace,

Peace Summer Calendar

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear… “Be still, and know that I am God!”
-- Psalm 46:1-2, 10

June

“Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms;
Leaning, leaning, leaning on the Everlasting Arms.”
I was blessed recently to attend an online preaching festival, and I
heard Rev. Cynthia Hale, pastor of Ray of Hope Christian Church in
Decatur, Georgia, preach a powerful sermon on Psalm 46. I invite
you to read the psalm and meditate on it. It’s one of the passages
we’re exploring on Sunday mornings at 11 am in our times of
Dwelling in God’s Word of Hope. This psalm is an expression of quiet confidence in God in the midst of
the upheaval of nature and history, which is why it is so relevant to us today. She shared that in this
anxious and uncertain time of the pandemic, God is inviting us to be still and know that God is God, get
quiet before the Lord, and listen for God to speak and reveal God’s self to us. Pastor Hale encouraged us
not to panic but to pray, not to fear but to have faith. She quoted from one of our favorite hymns at Peace,
“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms.” And she emphasized that the psalm reminds us that God is a God of
peace and justice, and God is at work bringing this about even when it’s hard to see.
How is God inviting you right now to lean on God’s everlasting arms? Are you able to find quiet
moments to be still and know God is present and to listen for God? With so much injustice in our
society (the disproportionate impact of Covid-19 on communities of color and economically struggling
folks; racial violence; dehumanizing and demonizing of certain groups), will you ground yourself in God’s
justice, trust God is working, and join God in these efforts?

We continue to offer live stream worship Sundays at Peace at 10 am on the Peace Facebook page, and
worship services are posted afterward on the church YouTube channel, together with other faith
resources. We’re all feeling the strain of not gathering together physically, but we’re called to be cautious
out of care for the vulnerable among us. We are pulling together a Re-Opening Task Force at Peace to
study and plan the steps that will need to be taken for the day when it is ok, by the directives of the
Governor and health department, to re-open certain aspects of in-person ministry. It will be some time
yet until any in-person ministries of Peace are ready to resume, and when they do, we will take all
precautions necessary to protect and care for one another.
It’s exciting that Jae Bates will begin as Intern Pastor at Peace on June 1 after a blessing in worship on
May 31! Jae will be doing his two-year, half-time pastoral internship at Peace on his way to a Master of
Divinity degree from Luther Seminary and candidacy in the ELCA! An Internship Committee will walk
with Jae in a supportive and evaluative way: Nancy Heavey (chair), Melody Duke, Ben Flesher, Andie
Lyons, Irene Manley, Brianna Miller, JoAnne McWilson, and Antonio Yune. Jae has served on the Peace
church staff for almost two years, as Vision and Call Fellow, then Intergenerational Outreach
Coordinator, and then with additional duties in children’s ministry. As Intern Pastor, he will no longer be
the staff point person for intergenerational and children’s ministry. This role right now will be passed to
Brendan Nelson, and a team of volunteer leaders will take on duties in children’s ministry. Please know,
there will be particular weeks of the year when Jae will not be available because he will be in intensive
seminary classes, and his pastoral internship is half-time, not full-time. We will communicate his schedule
as we move forward. Please share your blessing for Jae as he reaches this milestone on his journey of faith
and service at Peace!
Trusting, with you, in the One who is our refuge and strength,

June 7th (Sunday)
June 14th (Sunday)
June 21st (Sunday)

Confirmation Sunday and Blessing of Graduates during Worship Service
End of School Year Blessing, Programmatic Year Leader/Helper Appreciation
Father’s Day!

July
July 19th - 24th

Youth Servant Learning Mission Experience (Loyal to the Local)

August
August 22nd (Saturday) Summer Bible Adventure - Caring for Creation 12 - 4 pm

September
September 13th (Sunday) Rally Sunday! Sunday School kick-off for the fall at 9:45 am!

Opportunities to Grow in Faith
Dwelling in God’s Word of Hope on Sundays Join a Zoom reflective and contemplative Bible study on
several Sundays this summer at 11 am (after 10 am live stream worship) hosted by Pastor John and
Malcolm Carroll. We will take time to listen deeply to hope-filled scripture passages and to one another
as we listen for God together. We’ll use the ancient Christian practice of reading scripture called lectio
divina, or “divine reading.” Email Pastor John if you want to participate and he will send you
instructions and the Zoom link.
Wednesday Community Bible Study Join Pastor John each Wednesday from noon to 1 pm for a
Zoom Community Bible Study on the scripture readings for worship the following Sunday. We will read
scripture, share conversation, and pray as we listen for God to speak to us and through us. Email Pastor
John if you want to participate and he will send you info.
Men’s Bible Study The Men’s Bible study meets the second Saturday of the month 8–9:30 am through
Zoom. Connect with God and share fellowship with other men! Contact Malcolm Carroll
(malcolm.v.carroll@gmail.com).
Godly Play Videos for Children Parents, have you checked out the Peace Lutheran Church YouTube
channel? You will find Godly Play Bible story videos with wondering questions to use at home with your
children. Questions? Contact Jae Bates.
Faith Resources for Children and Youth We have posted links to other faith resources, including
videos, on the church website for parents, children, and youth to use. Brendan Nelson and Jae Bates are
available to respond to any questions.

Pastor John
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Philippians 4:6
6Do not worry about anything,
but in everything
by prayer
and supplication
with thanksgiving
let your requests be made
known to God.

Children’s Ministry
Hello People of Peace,
I hope that you all have remained safe and well during these unprecedented
times. Throughout Washington’s Stay-At-Home Order, our Children’s
Ministry team has been hard at work to ensure that our kids are still able to
receive content from home. I want to give recognition to Leigh Wong,
Kathy Hanawalt, and Carmen Lampman for recording Godly Play stories
throughout this time that we have been releasing on our Youtube channel.
Our Youtube Channel contains a few playlists and one is for Godly Play
Bible stories. Our playlists can be found at https://bit.ly/peacevideos.
I hope that these videos can help create some level of normalcy and
engagement for children during this time. We also continue to offer weekly
pew-pals PDFs for at-home coloring. Please let us know if you are in need
of any more resources or content for at-home children’s ministry.

Jae Bates

Remember in Prayer
Those who celebrate…
· Confirmed in faith: Lillie Brooks-Walker
· All graduates of Peace Church & Center. Church high school grads: Josiah Anderson & Kamari Carroll!
· The Peace community as we reach out in love to Hilltop families this summer
Those who are hurting...
· All affected by the pandemic especially the ill and families, medical professionals, public health workers,
governments and agencies working to stop this health threat, our congregation and community
· Communities of color impacted disproportionately by Covid-19; all who suffer racial injustice
· The hungry, all suffering economic poverty, the incarcerated, those without homes, all without hope...
· All who grieve the death of loved ones
· All who are ill, facing surgery, recovering from hospitalization, for healing
· All who struggle financially, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually, for hope
· All who live midst violence, war, or unrest, especially the people of Syria, Afghanistan, South Sudan,
Iraq, Ukraine, the Holy Land, and Central African Republic

Intergenerational Ministry
Dear People of Peace,
Like most things these days, our intergenerational ministry has moved online. We are excited to offer a
variety of Zoom/streamed conversations between youth and adults online. We are covering things like
forgiveness, leadership, and where God is at during this COVID-19 pandemic. We hope that some of the
time spent at home also promotes more conversations between children, youth, and the adults they live
with. We encourage you to tune in to the various online-program offerings that we have which
encourages youth-adult conversation.

Jae Bates, Intergenerational Outreach Coordinator

Women’s Ministry

Our work…
· Our ministries in community development, especially in affordable housing
· Our ministry of sharing Jesus’ love with children, youth, and families
· Our work for justice and peace in our world, building bridges among people
Partners in mission & service…
· Peace Community Center - tutoring, mentoring, supporting Hilltop families
· Our global partners: Davis family in Africa, Rev. Jane Kagochi in Kenya, our companion synod in
Namibia, the church in South Sudan, the church in China, Sevigny family in Japan, House of Prayer
Navajo Lutheran Church in AZ
· Living Stones prison congregation in Shelton
· Faith Action Network leading in advocacy for justice for all, and for political leaders

Our women’s Bible study has been put on hold until we are able to safely
meet face to face. We can all still connect via phone or emails and keep in
touch until that time comes. May I suggest that those of you who have your
Gather magazine subscription, that you continue to read the Bible study each
month on your own. I miss our time together to learn more about the Bible
and more about one another. I am hoping you are safe and well. Use this
time to read your Bible and to make a call to a friend.
God bless you!

Teresa Jackson

For the complete list, see Sunday’s bulletin.
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Jae’s Internship Announcement
Dear People of Peace,
As some of you may know already, I will begin my 2-year,
part-time pastoral internship with Peace in June. I want to
break that down quickly because it gets a bit jumbled up when
you hear the whole thing at once. I will be in a seminary
program for 2 years and will do school and my pastoral
internship simultaneously. During this time, my internship
will only be part-time rather than full time. Our church is part
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and typically
people do 3 years of full-time school and then 1 year of a
full-time internship to become ordained. For example, if you
knew Pastor Louise, she was at Peace during a full-time internship. However, I am part of a new
program at Luther Seminary called “MDivX” or Masters of Divinity Accelerated program. This is an
incredible program that allows me to finish my degree and enter into full-time ministry to pursue my
calling quicker. As mentioned earlier, this program consists of sporadic periods of “residential focus”
classes or “in-person intensives” where I will spend 1-2 weeks at Luther Seminary in St. Paul,
Minnesota as well as periods of full-time work at the congregation. This whole program will help me
pursue the call that God has put on my life to serve others, particularly to serve those who have been
pushed to the margins of society. My long term goal is to work in a specialized social work ministry
with international adoptees to directly serve their unique needs & foster healthier living physically,
mentally, emotionally, and spiritually.
What does this mean? It means that I will transition from 20 hours a week as the children’s and
intergenerational ministry coordinator and move into a part-time role as an intern pastor. Although
the position is called “part-time” there won’t actually be a set number of hours that I am serving at the
church in any given week. Due to the unique nature of my program, there will be times that I am in
intensive classes full-time for a few weeks and other times I will be full-time at the church with no
classes for a few weeks, and other times where I am more evenly split 50/50 between the two. It also
means that I have signed onto a 2-year commitment to remain at Peace, which is such a blessing!
If you have more questions and/or you would like to find out more about how to directly support me
throughout my time in internship and seminary, please email me at jae@peacetacoma.org.

Peace Community Center
People of Peace,
Thank you for continuing to stand with our students and families through the
COVID-19 pandemic. We continue to be inspired by our incredible community
of support, and the optimism our students carry. This crisis has shown that our
community is strong and capable of getting through new challenges
together.
We also want to thank everyone who participated in our first ever Virtual
Learners to Leaders giving event! With your help, we raised nearly $118,000
to continue providing quality academic and enrichment activities for Hilltop
Scholars. Although this was an unexpected platform for our event, your
support never wavered. Thank you for offering additional resources as a
community!
As the needs of our students have shifted during this time, so have our
programs. Our staff have been busy with care package deliveries with essential supplies, educational videos
with follow-along activities, 1:1 academic coach meetings by phone, weekly check-in calls to families, and
much more. We continue to find new ways of supporting student growth as they adapt to learning at home.
If you are interested in helping to provide additional resources to our students, you can help by making a
donation to Peace that will go toward purchasing grocery gift cards, internet hotspots, books, and other
supplies for our families. If you want to help out with these efforts, please contact our Development
Director Lianna Shepherd at lianna@peacecommunitycenter.org.
Thank you for being an important part of our community, and for all the many ways to support Hilltop
Scholars. We hope you stay healthy and well!

Miranda Martens, Peace Community Center

Music Ministry

Jae Bates, Pastoral Intern

Greetings Peace Family,

We’re grateful for you, Pastor Jae, and we look forward to serving with you in
your new role at Peace! Blessings!

Although I have served you all for a short time as Music Director, I am
amazed at the love demonstrated throughout the congregation from the
youngest to the oldest. During this time of the pandemic, I meditate on
Psalm 91:1-16 which begins with “He that dwelleth in the secret

Future Directions in Ministry at Peace Lutheran Church...
On Sunday June 14 at 11 am (after 10 am live stream worship), members of the Future
Directions team will share a Zoom update and time of conversation as we continue to discern
where God is leading our church into the future. Email Pastor John
(pastorjohn@peacetacoma.org) if you want to participate and he will send you instructions and
the Zoom link.
4

place shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty “ verse 10 says
“There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh
thy dwelling.” I’m confident we will come together at the appointed
On Mother’s Day Twylla illustrates the
many hats moms wear, including putting
out fires!

time and until then be safe, protect yourself and keep your faith in
Jesus.
Twylla Moore, Music Director
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What’s Been Happening at Peace Lutheran Church?

Youth Ministry Update
During this time we have taken a slow approach to keeping youth engaged in
activities. We understand that they are navigating much more than usual so we
have been behind the scenes rallying them on and offering words of
encouragement. Outside of ongoing text messages and cards being sent,
here are a few things we’ve been doing.
On April 24 we hosted a Zoom Ice Cream
Gathering with middle and high school youth.
Each youth had their favorite ice cream delivered to
them by Brendan or Jae, which they really enjoyed.
We had 10 youth join us. We did a check around
how they have been feeling since being out of school
and had some faith reflection together. It was a great time for all.


A small team leads live stream worship

Youth ice cream Zoom party!
Easter Cross

Zoom Community Bible Study

Bill Hanawalt leading a Future
Directions meeting just before
pandemic restrictions.



On May 13 we had a Netflix and Nachos Night with middle and high school
youth. Each youth was delivered a “nacho kit” by Brendan or Jae to enjoy
while watching a show together. We had a faith reflection about friendship
afterwards that went very well. The youth expressed a desire to have
another Netflix night on May 20.



May 17 we held the Youth and Adult Dialogue. Our topic was leadership.
We had a really great discussion and it was so nice to see each youth
engaging in such a meaningful conversation.

Youth and adult Zoom conversation on
leadership and how God’s showing up

Who’s Who on the Peace Lutheran Church Staff
Pastor: John Stroeh, 253-383-1317 ext 101, pastorjohn@peacetacoma.org

Thinking Ahead
2020 Mission Trip: Our trip this year will be open to both middle and high
school youth and will be focused on being “Loyal to the Local.” We will have
a series of servant leader experiences throughout the week of July 19-24.
I will be paying close attention to the state guidelines in planning moving
forward. More details to come.

Director of Children, Youth, & Family Ministry: Brendan Nelson, 253-383-1317 ext 103,
brendan@peacetacoma.org
Intern Pastor: Jae Bates, jae@peacecommunitycenter.org
Music Director: Twylla Moore, twylla@peacetacoma.org
Nursery Attendant: Rebecca Valencia, rebecca@peacetacoma.org
Office Coordinator: Damishe Greenwood-Walker, 253-383-1317 ext 100, plcadmin@peacetacoma.org
Community Resources Coordinator: Teri Jelinek, tljelinek50@gmail.com

Summer Bible Adventure will be a one-day experience this year and will be held on August 22.
The theme will be Caring for Creation. Again, we will be mindful of the orders from the Governor as we
plan. Any help and support from council will be greatly appreciated.

Brendan Nelson, Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministry

Finance Coordinator: Jenny Haferbecker, jenny@peacetacoma.org
Custodian: Ana Sanchez

If you would like to receive your newsletters by e-mail only to help us save on
postage costs, save trees, and our earth’s limited resources please contact the
church office at plcadmin@peacetacoma.org or at (253) 383-1317.
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Stewardship Highlight: A Time of Stewardship

From the Church Council

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the father
of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” James 1:17

Dear People of Peace,
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” John 14:27

During this time of social distancing, we can easily become forgetful of the gifts we all
have – despite fear of Coronavirus, despite being separated from family and friends, and
despite missing worshipping with our fellow church friends.
Using this time to reflect on the gifts God has given us can hopefully lead us to appreciate the gifts and
then put to use the individual gifts we each have. The gift we have now that a short time ago we lacked
is time. We can use our time to garden, create arts of our choice, make
phone calls, read, downsize our belongings and spend time with our pets.
Take some time to be thankful for your gift of time. Take some time to
read your Bible. Take some time to pray words of thanks for your gifts.
This time we have today will be gone and time we cannot get back.
In God’s love,

Teresa Jackson, Stewardship Chair

Community Resources Ministry
The Community Resources Ministry has been adapting to the
Covid-19 pandemic in numerous ways. We are now providing
to-go meals every Friday and the latest information about
resources available to our guests. In
partnership with St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church by the Narrows we also have
bagged meals available to those who
are hungry. St. Mark’s is providing
the meals and we are distributing
them both to those who come to us
and those we see who need food. If anyone would like to donate soups, canned
meals, or preserved fruits, all donations are appreciated.
Thanks to all of you who donated to the Daily Bread grant that was given to us by the ELCA Hunger
program this spring. The ministry also received funds from Lutheran Disaster Relief for Covid-19 relief.
We are not asking our partner churches and organizations to supply meals until the sheltering
restrictions are relaxed so if any church members would like to provide a Friday meal it would be greatly
appreciated. You can contact Teri Jelinek (teri@peacetacoma.org, 206-718-6109) for details.
If you have a Fred Meyer rewards card you can link it to Peace. Just go to
www.fredmeyer.com. Go to community rewards and either enter Peace Evangelical
Lutheran Church or key in Fk117. Then click enroll and the church will receive a
quarterly check to help pay costs for this ministry.

These words of Jesus give comfort, and at present seem especially timely. As I write this, we continue
with the Stay at Home order due to the pandemic. I pray the day is coming soon when we can safely
gather together again as the Body of Christ.
Your Council continues to seek new ways to serve and connect with you. We keep you in our prayers.
Council members have been reaching out and calling church members as an extension of the care
ministry. Thank you to Jeanie Correa and Pastor John for coordinating this. And, hallelujah! We can
participate in online Sunday worship, with the help of Facebook and YouTube. A huge thanks to all those
who are leading in this way, especially Pastor John, Brendan Nelson, Jae Bates, Twylla Moore; Damishe
Greenwood-Walker, and Paul Brown. The weekly Peace emails keep us informed, and include the bulletin
and song lyrics, which are also posted during live worship on Facebook. The church snail mails a copy of
the bulletin each week to people who don't have access to online worship or to any others who request it.
Council has regular monthly meetings via Zoom. This also allows us to strengthen the Peace Church and
Community Center connection, as Executive Director L. Denice Randle joins us. Peace has been able to
keep in touch using Zoom technology in many ways in addition to the Council meeting, including
Wednesday Bible study, Sunday adult education hour, book group, Future Directions Team, and staff
meetings.
Community meals are especially important at this time, and we are grateful for all who make this ministry
possible. Council served its usual dinner the first weekday of April as well as a Friday meal on a quarterly
basis.

We continue to find new ways to live into our vision – We believe that God’s vision for Peace is to be a
diverse community of faith in the Hilltop where all are welcome: a community that is Spirit-filled,
compassionate, healthy, reconciled and just. Blessings to you as we continue on this journey together.
God’s Peace, Kit Thompson, Council President

Mission Statement
Compelled by the love of God and our faith in Jesus Christ, Peace Lutheran Church, a diverse people
of faith, in partnership with Peace community Center, seeks to realize God’s dream for the world through
worship, learning, giving, and serving.

Core Values…
Serve with COURAGE
Embrace DIVERSITY
Cultivate COMMUNITY
Seek JUSTICE

Vision Statement

Thank you all for your support and generosity.
Serving with you in God’s ministry, Teri Jelinek, Community Resources Coordinator

We believe God’s vision for Peace is to be a diverse community of faith in the Hilltop where all are
welcome-a community that is Spirit-filled, compassionate, healthy, reconciled, and just.
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