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Peace Lutheran Church Worship
Join live-stream Sunday worship at 10
am on Sundays on the church Facebook
page, or check out the video of the
worship service later on the church
Facebook page or YouTube channel (if
you haven’t yet, subscribe to our
YouTube channel), or follow the link on
our website.
**PLEASE NOTE**
Starting Rally Sunday September 27,
live-stream worship will start at 11 am
Our (virtual) Summer Bible Adventure!
instead of 10 am.
Rally Sunday is September 27!
It’s time to kick off the fall season of opportunities to grow in faith! Make a commitment at the beginning
of the school year for your family to grow deeper in relationship with God! We are offering opportunities
for children, youth, and adults, mostly online right now. Starting Sunday September 27, on Sunday
mornings 9:30 - 10:30 am, there will be an adult class, the Feet to Faith confirmation class for 7th-8th
graders, and a 5th-6th grade class offered through Zoom. Godly Play videos for children are posted on our
YouTube channel every week to use at home.

During this COVID-19 pandemic, our prayers are with families who have lost loved ones, all who
suffer, and all who respond in care. All public gatherings at Peace have been canceled. Please check
the church website www.peacelutherantacoma.org, Facebook page (Facebook Peace Lutheran
Tacoma), or YouTube channel for online worship videos and faith resources.

Peace Lutheran
Church
This summer’s Love to the Local Servant Learning Week!

Peace Lutheran Church, 2106 S. Cushman Avenue Tacoma, WA 98405, 253-383-1317
www.peacelutherantacoma.org
— Find
us on Facebook:
Peace Lutheran
Church
Tacoma
Peace Lutheran Church 2106
S. Cushman
Avenue Tacoma,
WA 98405,
253-383-1317
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Pastor’s Reflection
Lamentations 3:22-23: “The steadfast love of the
Lord never ceases, God’s mercies never come to an
end; they are new every morning; great is your
faithfulness.”
Micah 6:8: “God has told you what is good; and what
does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”
People of Peace,
The Peace Stewardship Team under the leadership
of Teresa Jackson met in August to prayerfully
Pastor John sharing a prayer in online worship
reflect on themes to lift up for this fall’s stewardship
emphasis in worship. God’s Spirit was present with wisdom and creativity, and we came out of the
meeting with a plan after asking the question, “How is God calling us to respond to God’s gifts in these
challenging times?” We talked about the reality and impact of Covid-19, racial injustice, economic
instability, and grief and loss on our community. And over and over again, members of our team
shared an even more powerful reality: Through it all, God is showering gifts and blessings on our
community, our families, and each of us. Hymns jumped out at us: “Praise God from Whom All
Blessings Flow,” “Great Is Thy Faithfulness,” “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” “Precious Lord, Take My
Hand.” The two scripture passages above came to our hearts and minds, and the theme “God’s
Steadfast Love and Faithfulness” emerged with Micah 6:8 as our response as good stewards of all God
has given us: do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. Carmen Lampman agreed to create
artwork to lift up this theme. We identified leaders for adult education to help us unpack this calling in
Micah 6:8. On Sundays September 27 – October 18, we’ll invite folks from Peace to share testimony
talks in worship about God’s blessings in these difficult days. And on Commitment Sunday October 18
between 9 am – noon, you’re invited to bring your pledge of time, talent, and treasure to the church and
leave it at an outdoor “altar” as your commitment to serve God through Peace church ministries next
year! If you aren’t able to bring it to the church, please send it in the mail or email. Praise God!
God has indeed blessed each and every one of us and our whole church to be a blessing to others and to
God’s world!
All public gatherings at Peace remain canceled at this point, and a Reopening Task Force meets
regularly to review and plan for the day when we will be able to safely reopen in-person worship and
other
aspects of our shared life together. As we enter fall, we are making a few changes to be more effective
in connecting with you in worship and faith education. On Rally Sunday September 27, we will be
moving our live-stream worship time to 11 am on Sundays so that we are able to offer three faith
education opportunities via Zoom earlier in the day from 9:30 – 10:30 am, the adult class, the Feet to
Faith confirmation class for 7th-8th graders, and the 5th-6th grade class. We apologize for any
inconvenience caused by the worship time change. The video recording of worship will always be
available afterward on our Facebook page or YouTube channel. Please know that we are doing our
best to respond faithfully to God on this unprecedented journey through Covid-19.
I hope you feel the love, support, and strength of God and the Peace community in these uncertain
days.
God’s peace,

Pastor John
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Peace Fall Calendar
September
Sunday Sept. 27: Rally Sunday! Beginning this Sunday, live-stream worship starts at 11 am instead of 10 am
so we may offer faith education from 9:30-10:30 am on Sundays!
9:30-10:30 Faith Education on Zoom: adult class, 7th-8th grade Feet to Faith confirmation, 5th-6th grade class
Stewardship series “God’s Steadfast Love and Faithfulness” kicks off!

October
October Weeknights, 5:30 – 6:30 pm: Community Meal Program (NOTE: grab and go meals at the door)

Sunday Oct. 18: Commitment Sunday at Peace, in which we ar e invited to make a pledge of our time, talent,
and treasure to God through Peace Lutheran Church for 2021. Please bring your commitment brochure to place on
the “altar” outside the church between 9 am – noon on this Sunday.
Sunday Oct. 25: Reformation Sunday

November
Sunday Nov. 1: All Saints Sunday

December
Thursday Dec. 24:

Christmas Eve — We celebrate the birth of Jesus!

Opportunities to Serve
Regular Offering to Peace Thank you for your generous and ongoing giving of financial support to Peace
Lutheran Church! Please send your offering by mail or electronic means. If you would like to get set up for
regular online giving, please contact Damishe in the church office at 253-383-1317. You may also make a
secure donation on the church website.
Worship Technology Fund Feel led to contribute to a special fund to improve technology for worship at
Peace? Give a gift to Peace Lutheran Church earmarked “Technology.”
Friday Community Meals & Resources Want to support the Friday grab and go Community Meal
(Fridays 5:30-6:30 pm)?
 Provide and serve a meal for up to 60 people.
 Come at 5:20 pm to help prepare to-go boxes.
 Link your Fred Meyer rewards card to Peace. Go to www.fredmeyer.com, community rewards, and
enter Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church or key in Fk117.
Questions? Contact Teri Jelinek (tljelinek50@gmail.com).
October is Hunger Response Month at Peace!
 Give A Financial Gift to Fight Hunger. Write a check to Peace Lutheran Church earmarked
“Emergency Food Network” for local food banks. Or write a check to Peace earmarked “ELCA World
Hunger Appeal” for global hunger relief, development, education, and advocacy.
 October Community Meal Program. Help out as needed October weekdays, 5:30 – 6:30 pm.
11
Note: Community Meals in October will be grab and go at the back door of the church.

Philippians 4:6
6Do not worry about anything,
but in everything
by prayer
and supplication
with thanksgiving
let your requests be made
known to God.

Music Ministry
Greetings.
I am eagerly awaiting when we will gather in person
regularly for church services. I am praying and
rethinking of creative ways to keep our Music Department
motivated, connected, engaged, relevant and growing.
In the coming months, I will be reaching out for participation
in the church services in whatever capacity you are
comfortable with. Special thanks to Paul Brown along with
all the others that have been contributing to the church
services on Facebook Live.
Blessings,

Musicians for outdoor worship

Twylla Moore, Music Director

Future Directions at Peace

Remember in Prayer
Those who celebrate…
· Newly married: Tim Chalberg and Julie Wung, Rebecca Miller and Christian Perry
· Our community grateful for summer ministries including the youth Love to the Local servant learning week,
Summer Bible Adventure, Friday Community Meals, and Peace Community Center programs
· The Peace community as we reach out to Hilltop families this fall, especially in academic support,
enrichment opportunities, mentoring, & faith offerings for all

Those who are hurting...
· All affected by the pandemic especially the ill and families, medical professionals, public health workers,
governments and agencies working to stop this health threat, our congregation and community
· Communities of color impacted disproportionately by Covid-19; all who suffer racial injustice
· The hungry, all suffering economic poverty, the incarcerated, those without homes, all without hope...
· All who grieve the death of loved ones, who are ill, facing surgery, recovering from hospitalization
· All who struggle financially, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually, for hope
· All suffering from the effects of wildfires and turbulent weather
· All who live midst violence, war, or unrest, especially the people of Syria, Afghanistan, South Sudan, Central
African Republic, Ukraine, Iraq, and the Holy Land
Our work…
· Our ministries in community development, especially in affordable housing ministry
· Our ministry of sharing Jesus’ love with children, youth, and families
· Our work for justice and peace in our world, building bridges among people
Partners in mission & service…
· Peace Community Center - tutoring, mentoring, supporting Hilltop families
· Our global partners: Davis family in Africa (on furlough in Florida); Jane Kagochi & Solid Faith Church in
Kenya; the Namibian Lutheran Church, our companion synod; the church in South Sudan; the church in China;
Sevigny family in Japan; the Navajo Lutheran Church in Arizona
· Living Stones prison congregation in Shelton
· Faith Action Network leading in advocacy for justice for all, and for political leaders

The Future Directions group has been meeting monthly since January of 2020. While COVID-19 moved
our meetings online and slowed our progress, we continue to work towards a longer-term ministry plan.
To date we have decided on the below three focus areas and are in the process of outlining each area
towards recommendations.
We will be having a retreat on Sunday, September 13. Our goal is to share a draft of the plan with
Council for feedback by the end of this year, and then engage church and community members for
feedback, prior to sharing a final plan with the Council for implementation in the first half of 2021.
The plan will include recommendations for furthering our ministry in each of the areas, impact to
budget, potential needs to realign staffing, and ways to measure the progress and impact of the plan.
Many thanks to the members of the Future Directions group; Andie, Bill, Brendan, Pastor Jae, Pastor
John, Kamari, Kit, Malcolm, Sally, Trevor. Please continue to pray for us!
Ministry of Place – How we outreach to
our changing neighborhood to both serve
the community and to invite diverse people
into the life of our church.

WORSHIP

Catechism of Peace – How we teach our
Christian faith in the context of our
community and embed things that are
crucial to our congregation living out our
faith like justice, reconciliation, and equity.
Priesthood of All Believers – How we
support the discipleship and leadership
development of all the people of Peace.
God’s peace, Bill Hanawalt, Future Directions Chair

For the complete list, see Sunday’s announcements.
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A Word from Our Pastoral Intern

Peace Community Center

Dear People of Peace,
Today, I’m reflecting on Isaiah 43:2-3:
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through
the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire
you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.
For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
Times continue to be unpredictable and challenging and this
prophetic message helps me get through each new challenge during
COVID-19. I know that God is in all of these things even if they
seem pretty overwhelming at times. I hope it can bring comfort to
you as well.
I cannot believe it’s fall already! Time has gone so fast and felt so slow
all at the same time. My prayers continue to be with those who
especially need them during this continuing pandemic. Although things
have been strange, it has encouraged me to be creative and intentional
about my learning and doing ministry. It was fantastic to participate in
a wide range of things this summer including the Love to the Local
youth mission week, continuing Friday Community Meals, Virtual
Summer Bible Adventure, Dwelling in God’s Word adult education
time, as well as our special outdoor worship service. I continue to work
with Pastor John to upgrade our technology to ensure a better at-home
service experience for you all. I never knew my special hobby-interest in
audio and visual media would come in handy in a pastoral internship!
I have one term of school under my belt and am happy to report that
I’m doing well in my classes, finding the program to be engaging, and learning a lot! This fall term I
will be studying congregational care, missional leadership, biblical Hebrew, and Lutheran confessional
writings. Luckily, my schooling was largely supposed to be online and I haven’t experienced any major
interruptions or changes to my seminary experience during this time. I have been able to study at a
social distance with one other seminary cohort member who serves at St. Mark’s by the Narrows and
that has been such a blessing.
I continue to lead a socially distanced, COVID-19 safe small group bible study in the East Side
neighborhood and am looking forward to my Focus Group this October. I will be leading a group
through a series of Visio Divina (divine seeing) paired with scripture and a theme each week where
participants will be encouraged to snap a photo or make a sketch of something they see that stands out
and reminds them of our scripture or theme. I love visual art like photography or drawing and am
looking forward to connecting with people through a visual spiritual practice. No need to be highly
skilled or experienced with photography or drawing in order to participate! Just come with a desire to
reflect on God’s word and be in community with others.

People of Peace,
Thank you for all the ways you have supported our Scholars and their
families through the continuation of the COVID-19 pandemic. We continue
to be inspired by the many different ways members of the Peace community
have stepped up to meet the changing needs of students.
This summer we hosted our first ever Virtual Summer Academies at
each level of our programs. We are so proud of our Scholars for their
incredible dedication and flexibility in adapting to the online platform.
Through online group sessions with certified teachers, individual time with
Hilltop Scholars received gift bags and
Academic Coaches, home deliveries of engaging enrichment activity
awards to celebrate their hard work in our
projects and necessary supplies, and constant family engagement, our
virtual Summer Academy”
students were able to stay academically engaged this summer and prepare
for the upcoming school year.
You may have heard that Tacoma Public Schools has announced schools will start online in September.
This means Peace will continue to expand our services to meet the changing needs of students and their
families, including extended efforts to bridge the digital divide in our community so all students are ready and
able to engage in their learning. Through digital platforms, Peace’s programs will feature:
 1:1 Academic Coaching to aid Scholars in navigating this new educational landscape.
 Online tutoring sessions to help Scholars with their school work.
 Enrichment and STEAM activity packets delivered to the home.
 Virtual seminars and group activities to keep Scholars connected and engaged.
Our goal has not changed: to ensure our Scholars get the support they need to be future leaders in your
community. Continuing Peace's program in this new environment will have its challenges, but our entire
community has risen to meet it. Thank you for standing with us as we navigate this school year together.
Your support allows us to provide these additional resources to our students and families, so thank you for
making this possible!
In Partnership,
Peace Community Center

Opportunities for Adults to Grow in Faith This Fall
Upcoming Adult Education Sundays
Sept. 6, 13, & 20 at 11 am: Dwelling in God’s Word of Hope. Join a Zoom reflective Bible study hosted
by Malcolm Carroll, Pastor John, or Pastor Jae. We listen deeply to hope-filled scripture and to one
another as we listen for God together. Email Pastor John for the Zoom link.
Sept. 27 – Oct. 11 from 9:30 - 10:30 am: A new series called “God’s Steadfast Love & Faithfulness.”
Email Pastor John for the Zoom link.
Community Bible Study Starting September 24, Pastor John and Pastor Jae are facilitating a Community
Bible Study using Zoom Thursdays from noon to 1 pm on the scripture readings for worship the following
Sunday. We will read scripture, share conversation, and pray as we listen for God to speak to us and
through us. Email Pastor John for the Zoom link.
FOCUS Groups These are small group opportunities that meet on a specific topic of faith once a week
through Zoom for up to 6 weeks beginning in early October and ending before Thanksgiving. Check out
the catalog of FOCUS Groups and sign up at the Koinonia Corner starting mid-September.

In service,

Jae Bates, Intern Pastor
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Urban Hiking Around Tacoma Meet in one of Tacoma's forested parks for outdoor hiking,
fellowship, scripture conversation, and prayer together. Alternating Mondays at 7 pm. Bring your mask,
walking shoes, and (if needed) rain gear. Interested? Contact Joseph Anderson (253-678-3409).
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Children & Youth Ministry

Care Ministry
Making sure that all stay connected as a family at Peace, has always been my
passion. My team of awesome individuals who have reached out to our Peace
family no matter what the need is during this time, is so AWESOME.

Peace Family,
Summer is almost gone, and what a summer it has been. We had an
amazing mission week experience called Love to the Local. We were
fortunate to serve our community with a focus on housing, education,
immigration, and food insecurity. 10 youth were deeply engaged
throughout the week and had the opportunity to learn from a host of
dedicated community leaders and organizations.

I cannot thank them enough for all their devotion. And the card
ministry that Nancy Heavey has put together… between a few of us, we have
been producing cards like crazy to help keep the morale going at Peace.
Until this pandemic is over, we will continue sending you greetings…Fall is coming, another one is
being designed. Life will not be the same afterwards, but the devotion and the family of Peace will be
the same… A loving family.

We also had a great time during Summer Bible Adventure. Due to
Covid-19 we had to move to a virtual platform. Professor Snodgrass and
Professor Nelson led participants through a two-day experience on Caring
for God’s Creation. Sincere gratitude to Jeanie Correa and Carmen
Lampman for creating some amazing crafts and videos for children to
participate in from home and we are truly grateful to God for the many
ways we have been blessed this Summer.

Remember reach out if you need anything. Peace is here always! Wash your hands, wear your mask,
and everything else you need to do to remain safe.

As the 2020-2021 school year starts, there are a few changes we have made to faith formation for children
and youth. We will continue using our online platform for teaching and learning opportunities.
Here’s what you can expect:





Godly Play will have weekly uploaded videos for kids and families to enjoy at home
5th and 6th grade faith formation will be held on Sunday mornings from 9:30-10:30 via Zoom
Confirmation class will be held on Sunday mornings from 9:30-10:30 via Zoom
High School faith formation will be held on Wednesdays from 5-6pm via zoom

Jeanie Correa, Care Ministry Coordinator (253-278-3390)

Small Group Opportunities to Grow and Serve This Fall

As we move forward with children’s, youth and family ministry opportunities there are may ways you can
help. Please reach out to me if you’re interested in helping to teach, lead
a service project, or simply make phone calls to youth and families.
I will need plenty of support moving forward, and I thank you in
advance for the love and concern you have for our children and youth.
In service,

Brendan Nelson

Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministry
Godly Play Videos for Children: Parents, have you checked out the church YouTube channel? You will
find Godly Play Bible story videos with wondering questions to use at home with your children.
Questions? Contact Brendan Nelson.

Faith Resources for Children and Youth: We have posted links to other faith resources, including
videos, on the church website for parents, children, and youth to use. Brendan Nelson is available to
respond to any questions.

Learn More about the Ministries of the Larger ELCA
Living Lutheran is the monthly magazine of our ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America).
If interested, please subscribe to it at livinglutheran.org. Cost is $20 per year or you can view the
magazine online by visiting https://www.livinglutheran.org/issues/.

Peace and Love,
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Here Are the Ongoing Small Groups for Growing in Faith and Fellowship
Many of these are meeting online or taking a break during the pandemic. Call for details.
 Book Club: Kit Thompson: 229-5766
 College Care Package Team: Pat Ferguson: 627-1349
 Conversations Around Race: Ted Johnstone: 752-9514, Alma Cox Crawford: 752-4258
 Community Bible Study: Pastor John: 383-1317 ext 101, Thursdays, 12-1 pm, starts Sept. 24
 Gospel Choir: Twylla Moore: 253-592-2473
 Men’s Breakfast: Malcolm Carroll: 282-0218, 2nd Saturdays, 8 am at church
 Papers of Peace (card-making): Nancy Heavey: 752-8450
 Women’s Bible Study: 2nd Thursdays, 10 am at church
 Writing Group: Shari Shelton: 906-3769. 3rd Mondays, 6 pm at church

Who’s Who on the Peace Lutheran Church Staff
Pastor: John Stroeh, ext 101, pastorjohn@peacetacoma.org
Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministry: Brendan Nelson, ext. 103, brendan@peacetacoma.org
Pastoral Intern: Jae Bates, jae@peacetacoma.org
Music Director: Twylla Moore, twylla@peacetacoma.org
Office Coordinator: Damishe Greenwood-Walker, ext. 100, plcadmin@peacetacoma.org
Finance Coordinator: Jenny Haferbecker, jenny@peacetacoma.org
Nursery Care: Rebecca Valencia
Custodian: Ana Sanchez, ana@peacetacoma.org
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From the Church Council

Stewardship Highlight
This has been a very different kind of year. It could be easy to grieve for
some normality and to concentrate on what we are all missing. But God
has been and will be faithful. There are many ways each of us can use our
God given gifts during this difficult time. We probably have more time
than we had in the past and that time can be used toward service for
others. Sharing a portion of our monetary treasure will go even further
today toward making a difference. Our talents can be used to make life a
little sunnier and for time to be more enjoyable. I encourage all of you to
remember we all have God given gifts that are meant to be shared.
Many thanks for your generous gifts to our church. We will be
celebrating our commitment Sunday in mid October. We are all invited
during that time to respond to all God has given to us. Pray, reflect, and
plan to make your financial pledges, as well as think about how we can use our gifts of time and talent in
God’s world. Consider all that God has given to you and respond by sharing.

Teresa Jackson, Stewardship Team

Stay Connected with Peace Lutheran Church!
Find Us on Facebook Now! Find worship services and faith resources,
see ministry pictures, get updates, and stay on top of what’s going on!
Peace Lutheran Church Tacoma: https://www.facebook.com/
PeaceLutheranChurchTacoma/
Youth Ministry at Peace Lutheran Church: https://www.facebook.com/
peaceyouth2106
Visit Peace’s website: http://www.peacelutherantacoma.org/
Visit Peace’s YouTube channel with worship services and faith videos here.

Dear People of Peace,
“The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,
The world, and those who live in it.” Psalm 24:1
This psalm gives me a grateful heart, and peace in the knowledge
that all we are and do rest in God’s hands. I find it amazing to
consider everything God has accomplished through the ministries
of Peace during the pandemic.
Worship (including an outdoor service), Sunday adult education
hour, Bible study, small groups, Youth Mission Trip, Summer
Bible Adventure, faith resources for children and youth, and Godly
Play videos have still been with us thanks to the work of many
people and the technology of Facebook Live, YouTube, and Zoom. Your faithful generosity and an
updated online giving platform have made it possible for contributions to remain on target with our
budget. I have had the privilege of serving with many of you via Zoom on the Reopening Task Force,
Future Directions Committee, and Council.
Our Council has been able to continue the work of the church, as well as lift up the congregation and
community in prayer. During our time of devotions, we are reading and discussing Holy Currencies: 6
Blessings for Sustainable Mission Ministries by Eric H. F. Law. “…in God’s creation, everything gets
recycled … Our roles as children of God are to be part of the recirculation of resources so that all living
things on earth may share God’s abundance.” One chapter is devoted to each of the 6 blessings:
relationship, truth, wellness, gracious leadership, time and place, and money. Each chapter is illustrated
by a story. For example, the wellness story tells of a ministry in Rwanda that serves people in supporting
their journey toward healing, reconciliation, and sustainable development. Their leader says, “Hate is a
big problem. If we live with hate, we are victimized twice: the first time when we lose someone we loved,
the second as we carry the burden of hatred that destroys us from within. So to be reconciled is to live
together in peace and harmony.” We are learning much from this study and one another as we seek to
glorify God and serve his children through the ministries of Peace.

Mission Statement

You are vital to Peace. And if you are invited to serve on Council for next year, please prayerfully
consider how in this way you may be a part of sharing God’s abundance.

Compelled by the love of God and our faith in Jesus Christ, Peace Lutheran Church, a diverse people of
faith, in partnership with Peace community Center, seeks to realize God’s dream for the world through
worship, learning, giving, and serving.

God’s peace and blessings,
Kit Thompson, Council President

Core Values…

Vision Statement

Serve with COURAGE
Embrace DIVERSITY
Cultivate COMMUNITY
Seek JUSTICE

We believe God’s vision for Peace is to be a diverse community of faith in the Hilltop where all are
welcome-a community that is Spirit-filled, compassionate, healthy, reconciled, and just.
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Your 2020 Church Council: President – Kit Thompson; Vice President – Alma Cox Crawford; Treasurer –
Ben Flesher; Secretary – Antonio Yune; Community Resources – Carmen Lampman; Education – Malcolm
Carroll; Evangelism/Outreach – Hans Brockhoff; Inreach – Jeanie Correa; Stewardship – Teresa Jackson;
Worship – Irene Manley; Youth – Karena Gillis
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