
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
     Lessons & Carrols        
Sunday, December 21, 2025 

Boldly engaging the world as God’s shepherds, sharing God’s blessings 

and creating Heaven on Earth, one person at a time. 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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Prelude  The First Noel                                                                                          arr. Hustad 
 
Processional O come all ye faithful (vs. 1-3)                       Hymnal 83 
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Bidding Prayer 
 
Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once 
more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a 
manger. 
 
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of 
our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child 
Jesus, and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise. But first, let us pray for the 
needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity and mission of the 
Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country and in this place. 
 
And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and 
helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely 
and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all those who do not know 
and love the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude 
which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in 
Jesus, we are one for evermore. 
 
The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to 
the fellowship of the citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.  
 
(All are seated)  
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First Lesson (read by Sharon Kyser) 
A reading from Genesis 2:4b-9, 15-25  
 
In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, when no plant of the field 
was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up-- for the Lord God had not 
caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till the ground; but a stream 
would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of the ground-- then the Lord God 
formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; 
and the man became a living being. And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; 
and there he put the man whom he had formed. Out of the ground the Lord God made to 
grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the 
midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
 
The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And the 
Lord God commanded the man, "You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you 
shall die." 
 
Then the Lord God said, "It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a 
helper as his partner." So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field 
and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; 
and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. The man gave 
names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the 
man there was not found a helper as his partner. So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to 
fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with 
flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and 
brought her to the man. Then the man said, 
 
"This at last is bone of my bones 
and flesh of my flesh; 
this one shall be called Woman, 
for out of Man this one was taken." 
 
Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become 
one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
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Hymn                     Angels from the realms of Glory                             Hymnal 93 
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Second Lesson (read by Michael Wright) 
A reading from Genesis 3: 8–15; 17–19  
 
When they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the 
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord 
God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, 
‘Where are you?’ He said, ‘I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because 
I was naked; and I hid myself.’ He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you 
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?’ The man said, ‘The woman 
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.’ Then the Lord 
God said to the woman, ‘What is this that you have done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent 
tricked me, and I ate.’ The Lord God said to the serpent, 

‘Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals 
     and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, 
    and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 
 

I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.’ 
And to the man he said, ‘Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and 
have eaten of the tree about which I commanded you, “You shall not eat of it”, cursed 
is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns 
and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
 
By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out 
of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return.’ 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
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Hymn                     Come, thou long expected Jesus                                Hymnal 66 

 
 
Third Lesson (read by Betsi Wilson) 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 40: 1-11 
 
Comfort, O comfort my people, 
says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the Lord's hand 
double for all her sins. 
A voice cries out: 
"In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
and the rough places a plain. 
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
and all people shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken." 
A voice says, "Cry out!" 
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And I said, "What shall I cry?" 
All people are grass, 
their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
The grass withers, the flower fades, 
when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 
surely the people are grass. 
The grass withers, the flower fades; 
but the word of our God will stand forever. 
Get you up to a high mountain, 
O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
"Here is your God!" 
See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, 
and his recompense before him. 
He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, 
and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
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Hymn                    Comfort, comfort ye my people                              Hymnal 67 

 
 
Fourth Lesson (read by Laurel Adams) 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 9: 2; 6–7  
 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 
deep darkness—on them light has shined. 
 
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
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His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of 
David and his kingdom. 
 
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards 
and for evermore.  
 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
 
Music          He Is Born                John Dixon  
 
Fifth Lesson (read by Mike Campbell) 
A reading from the Gospel according to Luke 1: 26–35; 38  
 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 
to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s 
name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with 
you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with 
God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, 
and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I 
am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God. Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
 
Music                     “Ave Maria”                                                                                            Gounod/Bach 
                                  Solo-Sharon Kyser 
       
Sixth Lesson (read by Amy Nicolson) 
A reading from the Gospel according to Luke 2:1-20 
 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 
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whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for 
see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But 
Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
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Hymn                    Hark! The herald angels sing                   Hymnal 87 

 
 

 
 



13 

Seventh Lesson (read by Janet Beall) 
A reading from Gospel according to Matthew 2:1-12 
 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? 
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to 
be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 
 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently 
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 
him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went 
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering 
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 
homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their 
own country by another road. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
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Hymn                    We three kings of Orient are                Hymnal 128  
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Eighth Lesson (read by Gail Criss) 
A reading from the Gospel according to John 1: 1–14  
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was 
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 
it. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came 
to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. 
 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all 
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 
a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
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Hymn                    Joy to the world!              Hymnal 100 
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Announcements 
 
Holy Communion 
 
Offertory                Jesus, God With Us                  arr. Marty Parks        
   
Great Thanksgiving  Enriching Our Worship Prayer 2 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.  
People  We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 
The Celebrant proceeds 
 
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant.  
 
From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and 
brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every 
living thing.  
 
You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against 
you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not 
forget us.  
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Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join 
with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices 
to magnify you as we sing: 
 
Sanctus                            Hymnal S124 
 

 
 
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God.  
 
Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, 
and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we 
were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the 
cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 
 
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to 
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 
 
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and 
ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new 
creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. 
 
In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language and 
people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. 
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Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be 
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 
Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                               Blue Songbook 75 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
 
Fraction 
 
Invitation to Communion 
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Communion Go tell it on the mountain        Hymnal 99 
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Post Communion Prayer                                    Book of Common Prayer p. 366 
 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the 
most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in 
these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your 
eternal kingdom.  And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to 
love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, to you, and to the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
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Recessional Lo! he comes, with clouds descending           Hymnal 57 

 
 
Dismissal 
 
Postlude  Medieval Postlude              Paul Fey 
 
   
    
 

 
Prayer is available at the altar. 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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Those Who Serve: 
 
 

10:00 am:   
EMs:  Sharon Kyser, Kathy Wright; Lector: Michael Wright, Betsi Wilson, Laurel Adams, 

Mike Campbell, Amy Nicolson, Janet Beall, Gail Criss;  
Intercessor: Jerry Taylor; Usher: Mike Gora;  

Altar Guild:  Pat Halloran, Beth Hitchcock, Mary Stewart King;  
Altar Linens:  Mary Stewart King; Nursery: Liz Rybicki, Jean Gora;  

VPOD: David Gribble; Ingles cards: Jeff King; Videographer: Glenn Marcel;  
Greeter: Mili Arias 

 
 

Christian Education 

 
Join us in the Parish Hall on Mondays (12p-1:30p) in January for Theology Brown Bag. 
Bring your lunch, an open mind and receptive heart, as we ponder all of the things 
concerning God and our lives as God’s people. 
 

Vestry News  

 
Voting for new vestry members will take place after each service January 11th & 18th. 
To be eligible to vote, one must be a member of this parish. If you are not yet a member, 
please complete a membership form (forms can be found on the credenza in the Narthex) 
and return to the Office.  
If you are currently a member of another Episcopal Church, you must have your 
membership transferred to Good Shepherd in order to vote. By church law, only those who 
are members of this parish can vote in the vestry election. If you are unsure of your 
membership status or have other questions, please talk with Fr. Bill or Senior Warden, 
David Gribble.  
 
Absentee Ballots- Absentee ballots must be received at the church by 1:00 PM 
Sunday, January 18, 2026 to be counted.  You may send your ballot back via US Mail or 
hand deliver it.  Either way, we must have your ballot by 1:00 PM on Sunday, January 
18, 2026 for your vote to be counted. 
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Parish Life and Church Community 

 
End of Year Ministry Reports- Attention all Ministry Heads!!!  
Please, submit your End-Of-Year Report to the church office by Monday, January 12, 
2026. We need your report for inclusion of the annual parish report. Thank you for your 
timely submission! 
 
Ingles Cards— We sell Ingles Cards as a fundraiser. Church Outreach receives $5.00 for 
every $100 purchase. Our goal is to return to the impact the program achieved prior to the 
virus. Ingles cards are nice gifts for those who faithfully serve you through the year.  
Cards are available in $100 & $50 increments. 
 
 

Deadline for Sunday Bulletin, Announcements and Weekly Highlights- 
Wednesday by noon 
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Schedule of Christmas Services 

 
Sunday, December 21 @ 10:00am                      Lessons and Carols with Holy Eucharist 
  

Note: No 9:00 nor 11:00am Services on December 21 
  

Note: No Noon Holy Eucharist on December 24 
  
Wednesday, December 24 @ 4:00pm                Holy Eucharist with Choir  

                                                                                 Fellowship and refreshments to follow 
  
Wednesday, December 24 @ 10:00pm             Late night Fellowship and refreshments 
  
Wednesday, December 24 @ 11:00pm             Contemplative Holy Eucharist  
  
Thursday, December 25 @ 9:00am                    Christmas Day Holy Eucharist 
  
Thursday, December 25 @ 1:00pm                    Christmas Day Dinner 
  
Sunday, December 31 @ 9:00 and 11:00am   First Sunday After Christmas  
  
Wednesday, December 31 @ Noon                     Holy Eucharist with Healing Prayers  
  
Sunday, January 4 @ 9:00 and 11:00 am          Second Sunday After Christmas 
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Service 

 
Matt’s Ministry – Contact Joe Rybicki 

Meal Ministry – Contact Kathy Wright 

Medical Loan Closet – Contact Helga Reaves 

The Order of St. George – Contact Turner Guidry at 828-361-0497 

Brotherhood of the Fire – Contact Turner Guidry at 828-361-0497 

Meals For Friends– Contact Aline Conley at 504-214-1909   

Drivers on December 23, 2025 are:  

Town:   David & Teresa Gribble                    

City:           Lou Lanwermeyer               

Tusquittee:   Jane Boritz  
                                       

In Our Prayers 

 
Those in Need of Comfort and Healing: Pat Fox, Pat Halloran, Chosh Dacey, Linda Wingo, 
Pat Hicks, BJ and Bob Schweikert, Bev Larson, Chris Mulholland, Patti and Chuck Underwood, 
Ed and Sue Kelley, Jeanne Harper, Nora and Richard Broszeit, Ann Wolf, Philip Bannister, 
Frank Burdo, Teresa and David Gribble, Cooper Godfrey, OV Lewis, Adelaide Fullilove, Shane 
Douylliez, Janice LeMaire , Anne Hourdequin, Randy Emberg, Mere (Mary) Samsil, Jay Miller,  
Bob Wilkerson, Gail Rose, Jacob Halfon, Matt Cramer, David Werdin, Eileen Adams, Allen 
Lewis, Beth Sullenberger, Lynne Stepp, OV Lewis, Kenny and Stacy Waldroup, Kim Brabon, 
Sally Conaway, Fr Bill, Jack Hungerford  
 
 
 
Good Shepherd Ministries –  This week we pray for The Finance Committee at Good 
Shepherd Episcopal Church. 
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Calendar 

Monday              
December 22          

    9:00 am  Exercise Class                
    10:00 am     Women Walking, Women Talking @ Chatuge Dam 
   10:00 am  Prayer Shawl 
   10:30 am   Altar/Flower Guild set-up 
   12:00 pm   Altar/Flower Guild Lunch 
    
                       

Tuesday    
December 23     

 10:00 am  Yoga 
   6:00 pm  BOTF        

   
Wednesday         
December 24        

   4:00 pm  Christmas Eve Service  
11:00 pm  Christmas Eve Service (no music) 

          
Thursday             
December 25       Parish Office Closed 

  9:00 am  Christmas Day Service 
  1:00 pm  Christmas Lunch (Parish Hall)     

 
Friday                    
December 26         Parish Office Closed 

   9:00 am  Exercise Class 
       

Saturday        
December 27    
     No activities scheduled        
Sunday                   
December 28            1 Christmas 
     9:00 am  Holy Eucharist (I)    

                      11:00 am                Holy Eucharist (II) 
                      12:00 pm                Lunch (Parish Hall)  
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Jesus Christ, Head of the Church 
The Rt. Rev. José A. McLoughlin, Bishop 

The Rev. Dr. Bill Breedlove, Rector 
The Rev. Dr. Delmer Chilton, Theologian in Residence 

The Rev. Beverly Braine, Priest Associate 
The Rev. Dcn. Turner Guidry (Ret.) 

Mary Carol Campbell, Organist 
Teresa LeMaire, Director of Music 

Susan Wyman, Bookkeeper 
Kevin Conley, Treasurer 

Tawanna Dutton, Assistant Treasurer 
Liz Rybicki, Nursery Supervisor 

Jon Czarnecki, Sexton 
Amanda Farmer, Parish Administrator 

 
VESTRY 

Sr. Warden:  David Gribble; Jr. Warden: Phil Cox 
Class of 2025:  Patti Brownlee, David Gribble, Pam Roman 

Class of 2026:  Phil Cox, Tawanna Dutton, Betsi Wilson 
Class of 2027:  Jose Arias, Aline Conley, Jeff King 

 
495 Herbert Hills Drive, P.O. Box 677 

Hayesville, NC  28904 
828-389-3397 

web: www.goodshepherdhayesville.org      
email: gsepiscopal@brmemc.net  

http://www.goodshepherdhayesville.org/
mailto:gsepiscopal@brmemc.net

