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Observer Corps Report

	Organization Observed

	Sarasota County Commission 

	Date of Observation
	11.05.25

	Name of Observer(s)
	Susie Murray

	Online site
	Scgov.net

	Link to audio/video
	

	Hours of meeting and hours observed
	9-12:20, 13:20-4:50


	
Report:
	Type of meeting:
	Regular                    

	Members absent
	All commissioners present

	Staff present

	County Attorney, Clerk, County Administrator, Parks staff, PDS staff, HHS staff

	Media present

	unknown

	Audience/Special interest groups

	Very large crowd with citizens wanting to comment on public hearings and regarding Phillippi Creek dredge plan.  

	Major Issues





	Variance at Siesta Key opposed by Planning and PDS staff but commissioners approved (4-1) as part of a settlement agreement. The land proposed to be built on was purchased by NPP taxpayer money and was traded for four sand lots in front of the developed area and owner won’t develop lot 16.  Citizens opposed to selling NPP land taxpayers purchased.  Attorney indicated it was allowed to be traded.

	Adequate discussion of issues?


	Yes

	Public comment




	Citizens wanting wider dredge on Phillipi Creek and dredge to include side areas, want Venice Ave. road widening to be included in County plan, request approval of 4H barn complex, are opposed to Siesta Key Coastal Setback variance and trade for NPP land, are opposed to Venice Ave development project, and request boats continue to be allowed at Ted Sperling Park.

	Significant Outcomes



	IFAS reported on Beginning Farmer and 4H Complex moving forward and commission support the project but asking for fund raising to cover the cost.

HHS asked to return and further define ‘Essential Services’ in 17d and to include competitive bids, if available. Certain services do not have competitors currently. 

Denied a development plan on Venice Ave. due to density and public comment from residents across the street from the development.

Stormwater report by Quartermain and directed by commissioners that Phillipi Creek dredging will be reassessed to widen at certain oxbows and wider areas if allotted money allows. ($45 million)

Phillippi Creek access will be purchased under NPP program near Ashton Rd. 

	Points of Agreement



	Citizens in other areas of the County want their areas dredged as well, Phillipi Creek is not the only area that flooded. 
 
Voted not to help City of Sarasota and allocate funds to rebuild the Van Wezel.


	Points of Controversy





	Coastal Setback variance passed (4-1). Smith wanted to protect coastline per the County ordinances and did not vote to allow variance for building on the dune at Siesta Key.

Knight wants police involved in the decisions regarding Ted Sperling Park so that enforcement will be supported and he wants fundraising to cover cost of 4H pr0ject.


	Future Action Planned


	Road widening of Venice Ave discussed as needed to be planned.

Neunder wants a Government Efficiency Committee as Manatee County is developing..

Midnight Pass Meeting planning proceeding for first week of December.

Historic building will be recommended at 5546 Ave. de Mar.

	Officials attentive/alert?

	Knight spent some time on his phone during public comment and had to have information repeated regarding 4H farm vote..

	Visitors treated with respect?

	yes
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