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November 3, 2019 • 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time • Luke 19:1-10

Jesus Meets Zacchaeus
Zacchaeus is short in stature and disliked by the people because he is a tax collector. He climbs a tree 
so that he can better see Jesus. Jesus calls Zacchaeus down and tells him he will be having dinner with 
him that night in his house.

It is safe to assume that most people in the crowd 
would have loved to entertain Jesus in their 
homes, but Jesus chooses the tax collector who 

is disliked by all. Undoubtedly, the majority of the 
people who surround Jesus and Zacchaeus are real-
ly good people. So why does Jesus pick Zacchaeus?

Zacchaeus certainly catches Jesus’ attention by 
climbing that tree. He is a person interested in find-
ing out more about Jesus. Maybe it is the crowd’s 
negative reaction when Jesus calls Zacchaeus down 
that spurs the invitation. Jesus looks at the crowd, 
and he looks at Zacchaeus and knows the poor fel-
low needs help.

Two things are clear from this story: God’s in-
vitation goes out to all of us, and receiving that in-
vitation doesn’t depend on our own worthiness or 
goodness. It doesn’t matter if we are short or tall, 
great or mediocre. God sees us with the eyes of a 
loving father. He wants us to become all we are ca-
pable of becoming. He has chosen us and invites 
himself into our lives. It is up to us to clear the path 
and invite him in.

Zacchaeus’s response is also important to note. 
He changes. Once a rich man who may have used 
dubious means to acquire his wealth, he offers to 
give half of his money to the poor. That is how it 
should be with us, too. We will know that God is 
truly living in our hearts when our concern is fo-
cused on others, and not just with taking care of 
ourselves.

FAMILY RESPONSE

Ask family members to think of someone 
they know who might need some encourage-
ment or a friendly hand. Talk about how they 
can help.

PERSONAL RESPONSE

Have you ever felt like Zacchaeus, lost in the 
crowd and needing some attention? What can 
you do about it? 


