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November 17, 2019 • 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time • Luke 21:5-19

Jesus Talks About the Trouble to Come
Jesus tells his followers about the calamities ahead: wars and insurrections, earthquakes and plagues. 
He tells them that they will be handed over by people they trust and they will suffer greatly. But he 
also assures them that if they listen to him and put their faith in him, they will be saved. “By your 
endurance you will gain your souls” (v. 19).

If only we could shelter our children from all of 
the calamities and tragedies of life! But we can’t. 
Our primary job is to get them ready for the real 

world—and calamities and tragedies are part of it. 
Besides, bad things happen even to the very young. 
Friends move away, parents separate, family mem-
bers or beloved pets die, and those are just some of 
the possible tragedies. For us parents there is a great 
temptation to say, “Don’t cry. Everything will be 
all right.” It sounds like a very Christian response, 
rooted in faith and hope. In truth, the “Everything 
will be all right” part is fine. It’s the “Don’t cry” that 
needs to go.

Tears are cleansing. They are a gift of our human 
condition. They communicate our feelings, allow 
for the cohesive bond of compassion and open the 
door to healing. But sometimes tears get stifled. It 
takes faith and hope to trust that all will be well, just 
as it takes courage and humility to accept our own 
tears and those of others.

We parents often have almost a compulsive 
need to make things better, to solve problems, to 
fix things. And so we say things like,“Don’t cry,” or, 
“Look at it this way,” when often what our children 
really need is just our quiet presence and our loving 
support. It helps, when we find a youngster in dis-
tress, to take a few moments for some quiet prayer 

of our own—to ask for the grace to experience and 
share God’s comforting love.

If we take the time to suffer our children’s pain 
with them, then perhaps later they will also be open 
to talking about and processing the experience. As 
parents, we need to allow our youngsters to show 
their grief, offering our comforting presence and 
gentle support as a testimony to our words, “Every-
thing will be all right.”

FAMILY RESPONSE

Practice attentive listening again. Have some-
one talk about a problem he or she is having 
at work or school. Make sure no one inter-
rupts until the speaker is done. Ask questions 
to better understand the situation. Suggest 
solutions— only if the person asks for them.

PERSONAL RESPONSE

Try some spiritual reflection. Consider some-
thing difficult that happened to you last week. 
Think about the situation and consider what 
Jesus might have observed if he were present. 
How might he have reacted?


