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September 22, 2019 • 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time • Luke 16:10-13

Jesus Talks About Problem Solving
Jesus tells his disciples a parable about being wise and trustworthy, telling them that if they cannot be 
trusted in small matters they cannot be trusted in larger matters. Jesus concludes by telling them they 
cannot serve two masters.“You cannot serve God and wealth” (v. 13).

It is such a simple statement of truth, “We cannot 
serve both God and money.” No Christian of 
faith could possibly disagree. But if we rephrase 

the question and ask,“How important is money to 
you?” the issue gets a little cloudier.

Money is an important part of our lives. There is 
no question that we need money to put food on the 
family table, clothes on our bodies and a roof over 
our heads. Earning money to provide these things 
is definitely in the service of God. Even providing 
luxuries for ourselves and our families is okay, as 
long as we are also providing for people in need. 
But when money becomes an end in itself, buying 
becomes a way of life or having this year’s model 
becomes a necessity, we are in trouble.

It is so easy to get caught up in the false notion 
that things can make us happy, even though we 
know that the pleasure they offer is temporary. For-
ever happiness—day-into-the-dark-of-night happi-
ness—is found in God’s love and in our relation-
ships with family and friends.

Every once in a while it’s important to check out 
our priorities, and reevaluate our life style. There are 
at least two ways of doing this: taking a good look 
around our homes and paying attention to what we 
find ourselves talking about. Both can tell us a great 
deal about what is important to us and who we are 
really serving.

FAMILY RESPONSE

Talk about people you most admire. Why did 
you choose them? Is their worth dependent 
on the amount of money or the number of 
things they have?

PERSONAL RESPONSE

What do you and your friends talk most 
about? What does this tell you about your-
self? 


