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" St. Thomas Churc
Anglican - Episcopal

226 Washington Street, Menasha, WI 54952
Tel: 920-725-5601. Fax: 920-725-5602. Website: stthomaswi.com
Our Vision: We are a Jesus-centered, Spirit-filled community
of diverse followers working to transform the world.

Our Mission: To know Christ: To make Christ known: To serve others
in Christ's name.
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EELr=GLIONS Mark your Calendars

There are two exciting, new opportunities this Easter season at St. Thomas you won’t want
to miss. So, mark your calendars and plan to join us!

e We will be celebrating the Second Sunday of Easter (April 12th) as a Patronal Feast at
St. Thomas — that is, a feast of our Patron Saint, Thomas the Apostle. To mark this day,
we’ll have a single service at 9:00am, immediately followed by a brunch our vestry is
planning for us. We’ll also hold a silent auction for an 8x10 icon of St. Thomas I'm
currently writing. The proceeds from that auction will go to support our new Choral
Scholarship Program, which has already become a great blessing in our worship. So,
please plan to join us for worship, food, and fellowship on April 12th!

= Mark your calendar: Sunday, April 12 — one service at 9:00am; followed by
brunch and St. Thomas icon auction

e For the past few months, I’'ve been talking with Fr. Tom Reynebeau from St. Patrick’s
(across the street) about a possible ecumenical study. So, I'm excited to now announce
that he and I will be co-leading a three-week study in May, titled “Everyday Merton:
Resurrecting the Spiritual Life.” For those who are unfamiliar with his work, Fr.
Thomas Merton, OCSO, was an influential 20t century Trappist monk who wrote
extensively about Christian spiritual life and its practices. The focus of our studies will
be two of the many topics Thomas Merton wrote about: Contemplation and
Spiritual Direction. These are two, often misunderstood, pieces of the spiritual life;
that, when understood and appropriately employed, can benefit us tremendously in
everyday discipleship. In addition to conversations about Merton and spiritual practice,
Fr. Tom and I will take time to answer questions about the similarities and differences
between our two expressions of the Christian Faith. St. Thomas will host the first and
third studies and St. Patrick’s will host the second. So, please plan to join us and our
neighbors for this exciting new opportunity in May!

= Mark your calendar: Tuesday, May 5%, 6:30pm (at St. Thomas); Tuesday May
12t 6:30pm (at St. Patrick’s); Tuesday May 19t 6:30pm (at St. Thomas)

Your Servant in Christ,
- Fr. Andy
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Associate/Youth
eniotens / Hello friends . . . grace and peace,

As we enter this season of Resurrection — which can also be called “The Greatest Moment of
Love in History”, I’d like to ask you to pray for these 20 individuals who make up 1 team. This
is the “Love Journey” crew heading to Ciudad Juarez, Mexico. They’ll be building an entire
house in one week — from foundation to roof, and everything in between — for a family who has
never had a house to call their own before. Why? Because when there is a need, and the people
of God hear about and see that need, we are called to do what we can to help.

In the words of Dr. Suess: “UNLESS someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is
going to get better, it’s not.”

in N
Journey
k July 18-25
Chris Sam Alyssa Yoo

Please keep Aran, Madison, Lily, Diane, Makayla, Noah, Eowyn, Tasha, Ben, George, Lucy,
Erni, Matthew, Phenix, Dalton, Hailey, Natalie, Chris, Sam, and Alyssa in your prayers, asking
for God’s blessing!

peace to you,
Fr. Aran
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Sunday Youth Group Events

Games, events, fun 6th -12th graders
www.styg.com/youthgroup

01/28/2026 Mosaic Party 6pm-8pm
EpiscoWisco Camp
WWW.episCowisco.camp

Mexico 2026 Love Journey July 18-25, 2026
6th graders up through young adults

www.stye.com/lovejourney

FILM Film School
SCHOOL Our  Sunday morning

spiritual formation class. We gather at 9am in
the basement of St. Thomas Church. All 7th —
12th graders are welcome to join us. And yes,
parents can come and see what it’s all about
too! Film School gathers from mid-September

thru mid-May. www.styg.com/filmschool

D GROUPS ‘e

“Accept one another just
as God has accepted you.” (Romans 15:7) D-
Groups are open to all 7th — 12th graders and
their friends on Wednesdays at St. Thomas
6:15 — 8:00pm. We play, hang out, learn, eat,
During the summer We meet at people’s
houses. D-Groups are ALL about
Community, Scripture, Playing, Growing,
and Jesus. www.styg.com/d-groups

C

HI DREN’S
MINISTRIES

St. Thomas Kid's Club is for children in
K- 6th grades. We meet Wednesday
evenings in the parish hall at 6:30-
8pm. September 17th- May. We utilize the
"Weaving God's Promises" curticulum.

29 Children's Sunday School is for kids

SUnd

B méch"ot 3 years through 6th grade We meet

Sunday mornings 9-9:50 in the down
stairs classrooms from September 21st - May.

_E%_w Episco Wisco Camp
El& Registration Ends Saturday June 6

Senior Camp—June 21-26 (grades 9-12)
Middler Camp—7July 5-10(grades 6-8)
Junior Camp—TJune 28-Jul 2 (grades 2-5)
Kinder Camp—TJune 28-30 (ages 4-7 w/ adult)

St. Thomas Acolyte Opportunity
%¢ If you or one of your children have an

interest in serving St. Thomas as an
Acolyte, we would love to have you. As you
know, Acolytes serve as an important part of the
10:00 service every Sunday. It is very rewarding
and is a great way to serve God and our St
Thomas family. If you or a family member have
an interest in serving in this ministry, please reach
out to Wade, Decon Lisa, Martina or contact the
church office. Thank youl
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CONVERSATIONS ON SCRIPTURE
Each Sunday, at 9-9:50am we gather in the
library (lounge) and online via zoom, to reflect
together on the week’s Bible lessons, exploring
not only the text itself but also the ways that
gospel artwork, music, poetry, and other
readings or videos can help us go deeper in our
understanding of God’s Word and in our life
together as people of faith. This year we are
excited to add the practice of simple
contemplative prayer, offering us a new way to
listen, rest, and dwell in God’s presence as part
of our shared journey. Everyone is welcome—
your presence, your questions, and your
perspective are all gifts to the conversation.
Come as you are able, and join us in this joyful
and prayerful exploration of scripture and
community. Your facilitators for this class are
Dr. Brad Lauderdale and Jill Beverlin.

For More Information Contact Jill
Bevetlin: jillibeverlin(@gmail.com

ﬁ‘ Ladies of St. Thomas (All
% ages) You are invited to the St.
Margarita Society gathering on

April 27th at Solea’s Mexican Grill, 1350
Gillingham Rd., Neenah beginning at 6PM
It is an informal gathering with no agenda
other than to spend time with each other in
a relaxed and fun manner. Come for just a
short while or stay as long as you like. No
RSVP necessary. Invite a friend to come
along. Wonderful time sharing a meal and
fellowship with your friends of St. Thomas.

Chosen Bible Study Group

The Chosen/Bible Study Group meets
weekly on Thursday mornings 9:30-11am.
We start with morning prayer in the chapel
with Fr. Andy and then we all go over to the
lounge for our study.

We will be finishing with The Chosen
Season 5. As we are anxiously waiting for
Season 6 to be released. In the following
weeks will be wusing The One Year
Chronological Bible New Living Testament
with reading assignments which, we have a
lively group discussion. Hopefully, we will
begin with the New Testament in March.
We have a very nice group of ladies and if
anyone would like to join us you

are always welcome. Don’t feel like you are
not prepared we are all friends and will get
you up to speed. You will really enjoy the
discussion as it brings you closer to Jesus.
We have created a group chat message to
keep everyone current with what we are
doing. We meet every Thursday morning
from in the St. Thomas Lounge.

If you have any questions, please contact me
Mary Kay Hietpas at 920-740-5737 or

marykavhietpas@gmail.com
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Upcoming Events: Wednesday in |

5/5 (@ St. Thomas), 5/12 (@ St. Patrick's), 5/19 (@ St. Thomas) 8:30am Holy Eu

. .. . . 9:30am Women
Contemplation and Spiritual Direction 11:30am Double

5/31 Parish Picnic Smith Park 10am 4:00pm - Evenin
5:30pm Euch. 6
6/21-7/10 EpiscoWisco Summer Camp No D-Grou,
7pm—Stations
Eecttor’ss Dijcretionary Fund S Monday in Easter Week 6| Tuesday in Easter Week 7 gl\l:(()inesga?/ L“ |
aster Sunday ) ) e R :30am Holy Eu
. : - 7amM Bible Stud

8 & 10am Holy Eucharist ;%ggm Il;/lorg;ngpPrayer (MP) 9?3n(?)ame-nl\jlo:ni?1 Purayer (MP) 9:30am Women
8:30am Choir Rehearsal :30am Double Portion ’ grray 11:30am Doubl
9am Easter Egg Hunt ) . 4:00pm - Evenir
No Sun/ Film Schools / 4:00pm - Evening Prayer (EP) 4:00pm - Evening Prayer (EP) 5:30pm- Spagh
Conversations on Scripture 6:30pm-8pm BSA Troop #3 6:30pm-8pm Ki

No D-Groups
12 13 A 14| pamien & Mari
Second Sunday of Easter 9:30am - Morning Prayer (MP) Zenaida, Philonella, & Hermione amien arig
St. Thomas Day 11:30am Double Portion 7am Men’s Bible Study 8:30am Holy Euc
9am Holy Eucharist (only) ) 9:30am - Morning Prayer (MP) | 9:30am Women
Patronal Feast to Follow 11:30am - Senior Lunch 11:30am Double
No Sun/ Film Schools / 4:00pm - Evening Prayer (EP) 4:00pm - Evening Prayer (EP) 4:00pm - Evenin

Conversations on Scripture | g.000m - Vestry Meeting 6:30pm-8pm BSA Troop #3 6:15pm-8pm D-(

6:30pm-8pm Kic

19 20 21 .
Third Sunday of Easter 9:30am - Morning Prayer (MP) | Anselm Hadewijch of Br
8 & 10am Holy Eucharist 11:30am Double Portion 7am Men’s Bible Study 8:30am Holy Eu
Healing Service—Guest Betsy Hake 9:30am - Morning Prayer (Mp) | 9:30am Women
8:30am Choir Rehearsal _ . 11:30am Double
9-9:50 Sunday School 4:00pm - Evening Prayer (EP) 4:00pm - Evening Prayer (EP) 4:00 Eveni
9-9:50 Conversations on Scripture . ) :00pm - Evenin
No Film School 6:30pm-8pm BSA Troop #3 6:15pm-8pm D-
6:30pm-8pm Kic
26| 27 28 _ _
Fourth Sunday of Easter Zita of Tuscany 7am Men'’s Bible Study Catherine of Sie
8 & 10am Holy Eucharist 9:30am - Morning Prayer (MP) | 9:30am - Morning Prayer (MP) | 8:30am Holy Eu
8:30am Choir Rehearsal 11:30am Double Portion 9:30am Womer
9-9:50 Sunday School 11:30am Doubl.
9-9:50 Conversations on Scripture 4:00pm - Evenir
No Film School 4:00pm - Evening Prayer (EP) 4:00pm - Evening Prayer (EP) 6:15 m-8om D-
Contagion Weekend | 6pm -St. Margarita’s 6:30pm-8pm BSA Troop #3 2P P

6:30pm-8pm Ki



loly Week 1| Maundy Thursday 2| Good Friday 3 Holy Saturday B
Ehar:;t stud gfggam \I)/Iven S B,Ib|§_sltugy g 8am Men’s Bible Study Easter Vigil
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> Portion 9:30am - Morning Prayer (MP) 12pm—Good Friday Service
g Prayer (EP) 11:30am Double Portion 7pm—Good Friday Service
om Soup Supper | 4:00pm - Evening Prayer (EP)
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of the Cross 9pm Keeping Watch Prayer Vigil
Easter Week 8| Thursday in Easter Week ? Friday in Easter Week 10 Saturday in Easter Week 1
fhaf'St 6:30am Men’s Bible Study 8am Men’s Bible Study
Lspilrt‘:_:g:tudy 9:30am Women’s Bible Study
- 9:30am - Morning Prayer (MP)
g Prayer (EP) .
etti Supper 11:30am Double Portion 4:30pm Contagion—3/15 12pm
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harist Annie Besant Cassey 8am Men’s Bible Stud
s Bible Study 6:30am Men’s Bible Study y
 Portion 9:30am Women'’s Bible Study
9:30am - Morning Prayer (MP)
P EP
groﬁgfr (EP) 11:30am Double Portion
s Club 4:00pm - Evening Prayer (EP)
abant 22| Toyohiko Kagawa 23| 8am Men's Bible Study 24| 5 Mark, Evangelist 25
charist 6:30am Men’s Bible_ Study 9am Altar Guild Work Day
’s Bible Study 9:30am Women'’s Bible Study
» Portion 9:30am - Morning Prayer (MP) )
11:30am Double Portion Contagion Weekend
g Prayer (EP)
Groups 4:00pm - Evening Prayer (EP)
Is Club
29
na 6:30am Men’s Bible Study
charist 9:30am Women'’s Bible Study
’s Bible Study | 9:30am - Morning Prayer (MP)
e Portion 11:30am Double Portion
g Prayer (EP)
Groups 4:00pm - Evening Prayer (EP)
ds Club
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CHRISTIAN WRITERS GROUP

If you enter the church building from the side
door you may have noticed on the bulletin
board that a Christian Writers group meets at
St. Thomas on the first Monday of the month
from 7-9 pm. The group of 16-18 members
come for a variety of reasons. Some publish
books that sold nationwide. Some of us self-
publish, usually on Amazon, and find the
monthly training in improving writing skills
stimulating. Others come for training in writing
family stories, newspaper articles, letters, or just
for the fellowship. Members come from a
variety of communities and the meetings have
been held at St. Thomas for many years because
of its central location. You are welcome to
attend a meeting if you are interested in
upgrading your writing skills. For more
information contact Jim Dickson at
Jimdick777@aol.com or 920-725-8237.

DOUBLE PORTION SOUP
KITCHEN AND PANTRY

“Sous Chef Program” (Sous Chef: the togp
assistant in a professional kitchen)

Double Portion Soup Kitchen is launching a
flexible Sous Chef Program for volunteers aged
17+. No cooking experience is needed—ijust
the ability to stand for two hours, lift pots, and
enjoy teamwork. Volunteers assist chefs Sally
(Mon), Joe (Wed), or Dean (Thu) in preparing
about 100 meals per 10am—1pm shift. Sign up
once or as often as you'd like. Located at St.
Thomas Episcopal Church in

Menasha. Contact
doubleportionsoupkitchen@gmail.com

DOUBLE PORTION SOUP
KITCHEN AND PANTRY

Spring is in the air and Double Portion Soup
Kitchen is a busy place, as usual. As a
collaborative partnership between St. Thomas
Episcopal Church, St. Patrick’s Catholic
Church, and Calvary Bible Church, we prepare
and serve a free community meal every
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday for our
neighbors in need of nourishment and
fellowship. We are grateful for this valuable
partnership, for the St. Patrick’s Church Cooks
and the Home Cooks who regularly provide
delicious meals ready to serve to our guests,
for Manderfield’s and Panera Bakeries who
donate baked goods every week, and for the
dedicated volunteers who donate their time
and talent to prepare and serve a nutritious
meal three times each week.

In addition to the lunch service, we maintain a
free pantry with both food and hygiene items
that guests can take home. If you would like to
support our pantry of shelf stable food items
that help our neighbors bridge the gap
between our three meal services per week,
please consider adding a few items to your
next grocery store trip and leave them in a bag
on the kitchen island at the St. Thomas
Church kitchen. We are always in need of
canned fruit, jams and jelly, cereal, hearty
soups, beef stew, canned chicken, ramen
noodles, laundry detergent pods, and hygiene
items. If you prefer to make a tax-deductible
donation, we are happy to shop for you. Please
note “Double Portion Pantry” in the memo
line of your check made out to “St. Thomas
Episcopal Church” and send or bring it to the
St. Thomas Church office.

We are grateful for the donations we’ve received,
and we pray that generous donors will continue
to come forward with food and financial
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contributions to ensure that this important local
ministry continues well into the future.

God bless our guests, volunteers, sponsor
churches, sponsor bakeries, and donors. Thank
you so much for your continued support.

Betsy Hake Visiting Sunday, April 19t
We are excited to welcome Betsy whose
missionary work in Honduras has been
supported by our church for many years. She
has many stories to tell of God’s miraculous
work in her own life and in those she ministers
to. She will be speaking at both services on
April 19th and a healing service will also take
place at each service. A special Coffee Hour
will be held after the 10am service where Betsy
can speak casually and answer any questions.
We encourage you to come to hear, greet and
meet Betsy on April 19th.

April 14 SENIOR LUNCH:

Mark your calendars for Senior Lunch on
Tuesday, April 14th. As usual we will begin
with Eucharist at 11:30 and then move into the
Parish Hall for "Brunch for Lunch" and
fellowship. An exciting special event following
"Brunch for Lunch" is a “Presentation on
Iconography” presented by Fr. Andy. If you
didn’t already know, Fr. Andy writes Icons and
will be explaining the process from statt to finish.
Be sure to invite family, friends and neighbors to
attend. Please call or e-mail your reservation to
Ashley in the office by Monday, April 6th. The
Committee is looking forward to our 2026
Luncheons which will take place every other
month (June 6, August 18, October27) See are
excited to see you there!

Morning Prayer—M, T, Th 9:30am
Evening Prayer—M, T, W, Th 4pm
Holy Eucharist—W 8:30am

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

Are you interested in the Holy Land?? Have
you ever thought about a pilgrimage that would
let you walk in the steps of Jesus? Fr. Ralph will
be doing another pilgrimage to the Holy Land
Oct 20 — Nov 4, 2026. Planning for the
pilgrimage is continuing in hopes that the
current fighting will subside before final travel
decisions need to be made. If you are
interested in joining or would like more
information please contact Fr. Ralph or the St.
Thomas Office.

A Message from you Wardens

St Thomas Faithfull, Your Vestry is excited
and enthused by Laura’s Music Ministry
Leadership. We are supportive of Laura and
Fr Andy’s idea of music scholarships for
local college students to enhance our
worship. We plan to offer three scholarships
to students. (I am sure you have noticed over
the past few weeks, what a joy!) Your Vestry
has set up a separate account to fund these
scholarships. If you would like to contribute,
please do so. Any size donation would help
and show our support for our Music
Ministry. Please mark any contribution:
“Music Scholarship.” Thank you for your
prayerful consideration in growing our
Ministry. Blessings, David Morton, Anne
Peterson & Laura Rothe.




We recently received updates on the children
who are partnered through our Mothers” Mercy
Home Partnership Program. Franka Doyen
also provided the following information:

Our sponsorships cover a portion of the costs
for school fees, school uniforms and learning
materials. They continue until the child
graduates from school at approximately 19
years of age, the age of majority. Franka
Doyen, the sponsorship coordinator, regularly
informs the Partner about their child’s
progress. At the time of graduation from
secondary school, due to a requirement of the
Kenyan government, the child must leave
MMH. Most are offered admission to the
John Kaheni Residence. The school
sponsorship automatically becomes a
vocational training sponsorship or university
studies sponsotship. Of note: Among the
children at MMH there are a few who, due
to learning difficulties, are unable to attend
secondary school after the 9th grade.
Instead, they undertake vocational training
at a boarding school. They remain under
the care of the MMH social workers and
under our sponsorship.

As every year, numerous activities were
offered for the children during the long
Christmas  holidays — organized and
supervised by the experienced trainers of the
ChiCa (Children Care) team. The program
began with active games such as rope
skipping, speed stacking and rollerblading.
This was followed by a diverse craft program
that included knitting and crocheting as well as
making bracelets from beads and buttons. In
addition, various workshops were offered:

April 2026 t+  Lamplighter
MOTHERS MERCY HOME Creative Writing, Exploring Our Planet
PARTNERSHIP — March Update  Through Art, and one specifically for MMH

school graduates entitled “My Future, My
Path”. The woodworking shop was once again
a popular spot where children built, repaired
and worked creatively. Overall, the holidays
offered a wvaried program that was
enthusiastically received by the children.

Just a reminder to Partners that annually pay
in April, that will be next month. Thanks to
our Partners for your continuing support!

SasBhomas

zm/
SPAGHETAI|
Dt ]

Scrumptious
Spaghetti Supper!

April 8th, 5:30pm

Mark your calendars for
the upcoming Spaghetti
Suppers, Wednesday,
April 8th At 5:30pm. A delicious dinner and
fellowship! We will be serving homemade red
sauce over spaghetti, salad, and homemade
parmesan bread. All prepared by our spaghetti
dinner team. We would also love to have
volunteers to toss the salad, set up, serve, and
clean up. Together we make it better © Please
call Ashley in the office to sign up for this event
or to be on the team.
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@ Vestry Highlights— Mar 2026
Submitted by Nancy Dombeck

The Vestry met on Monday, March 9th. Fr.
Andy opened with the Collect of the day and
then read from 2 Kings chapter 5 vs. 1-15b.
Discussion on simple obedience to God is all
that He expects from us.

The treasurer’s report was given by Anne
Peterson and Russ Ritschke and approved by
the vestry. A retreat for the Vestry will be held
on Saturday, May 9th with the location to be
determined.

Mark your calendars for the

upcoming events:

e St. Thomas Day will be celebrated and
hosted by the Vestry on April 12. There will
be one service that Sunday at 9:00 AM
followed by brunch and a silent auction. The
silent auction will be an Icon of St. Thomas,
painted by Fr. Andy.

e St. Thomas Parish Picnic will be held on
May 31 at Smith Park. As usual the 8:00
AM service will be held at St. Thomas with

®

)
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following

the 10:00 AM Service taking place in the
park. Be sure to invite a friend or 2. More
information to follow.
The vestry discussed a motion to establish a
Building and Grounds Team to provide
oversight, planning and stewardship of all
parish properties and facilities.
The pilgrimage to the Holy Land is still being
planned for Oct. 20 - Nov. 4. If you’re
interested in joining or would like more
information please contact Fr. Ralph or the St.
Thomas Office.
The meeting concluded with prayer by Fr.
Aran. The next Vestry Meeting is scheduled

for April 13.
Treasurer’s Report As of Jan 2026

Pledge Receipts 2026 2025
January $--- $---
February $--- $---
March $--- $---
2026 YTID income § - - - wvs.
expense §--- =§---
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Lay Ministries for April

Eucharistic Ministers Altar Guild
Apr 5  Sandie Umland/ Dan Wetbeckes Apr5  Barb Batry, Peggy Langkau,
Apr 12 Carol Hert/ Bill Barry Nancy Dombeck
Apr19  Val Phillip Apr 12 Joanne Siracusa, Sherry Morton,
Kathy Peterson

Apr 26 Dave Morton j ] .
Apr19 Jennie Land, Linda Smith,

Karen Powers, Beverly Johnston,

Lectors for 8:00am Sandie Umland
Apr5  Tim Skowronski Apr 26 Laura Lindstrom, Shari Lloyd
Apr 12 Larry Langohr Theresa Cruz Lillegard, Jazmine Sweet
Apr19 Jeff Hill
Apr 26 Tim Skowronski Acolytes
Apr5 Wade Lindholm and E& E Kopczynski
Readers for 10:00am Apr 12 No Acolyte on schedule
Apr5  Gordon Stillings Apr19 James Miles and Hazel Zaborski
Apr 12 Genevieve Pell Apr 26  Shari Lloyd and Wade Lindholm

Apr19 Pete Zaborski

Apr26 Dave Morton Vestry Announcement Reading 8am/ 10am

Apr5 Martina Mims/ Jeanna Werbeckes
Apr 12 Martina Mims/ Julie Spanbauer

Apr19 Martina Mims/ Bill Barry
Apr 26 Martina Mims/ Jen Stielow

Ushers (Greeters and Ushers)
Apr5  Keith Umland and Jon Phillip
Apr12 Dennis Hackbarth and Jon Phillip
Apr19 Gordon Stillings and Steve Krautsch
Apr 26 Bill and Barb Barry

Preaching for April

Apr5 Fr. Andy Cruz Lillegard
Apr12 Fr. Andy Cruz Lillegard
Apr19 Betsy Haste

Apr 26 Fr. Andy Cruz Lillegard

Prayer Ministers
Apr5  Val Phillip/ Fr. John Peterson
Apr 12 Anne Peterson/ Fr. John Peterson
Apr19 Kathy and Fr. John Peterson
Apr 26 Jill Beverlin/ Fr. John Peterson



